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Item 4 - GA Debate:  The Role and Function of the General Assembly 1 

 

Background paper:  

Members of the General Assembly will be aware that one of the desired outcomes of the changes to the 

constitution is to strengthen the role and function of the GA in the governance of the RTPI. 

 

The role of the GA is to: 

1. Be the forum for debate on policy matters 

2. Hold the Board to account 

3. Elect the Trustees 

4. Perform any other function requested of it by the Board 

 

The aim of this session is to consider how the GA can operate better and how the Board can engage more 

constructively with the GA.  Steps that have already been taken include the GA meeting 4 times a year from 

January 2022; Board papers and minutes (other than confidential items) are available on the website and from 

January 2022 the papers and minutes of the Standing Committees and Panels will also be available. 

 

In this session the breakout groups will be asked to consider one of the following issues.   Concentrating on 

one issue will hopefully allow each group to consider the issue in detail. 

 

1. The future agenda for GA in 2022, including the matters of policy that GA should be addressing (please 

bear in mind the need for cross cutting topics across all the RTPI nations)  

2. How can the GA be better at holding the Board of Trustees to account on behalf of the membership? 

3. How can the GA engage better with the wider membership? 

4. How do those members of GA who are elected by the members (as distinct from the national and 

regional representatives) be more accountable to their electorate? 

5. How to encourage the GA members to participate more and support them to be more visible 

ambassadors for RTPI activities? 

 

The aim is to explore how the GA and its members can better fulfil their function and what additional tools, if 

any, does the GA need to do its job. 

 

The breakout groups will have the opportunity to report back. The reportage should be from a GA member 

rather than a Trustee or staff member. 

 

Sue Bridge 

Chair Board of Trustees  
 


