Reference | BOT21/APR/21

Date Wednesday, 7" April 2021

Board of Trustees
RTPI CYMRU UPDATE

Report from the Director of Wales, Northern Ireland and Planning Aid England

FOR INFORMATION

The Board is asked to note the key updates from RTPI Cymru as at mid-March 2021.

1. Summary

This report provides an update of headline activities undertaken by RTPI Cymru since the last report
to the Board in December 2020.

2. Senedd Cymru / Welsh Parliament Elections

Manifesto Asks - Plan The Wales We Need - have been published for the Senedd Cymru / Welsh
Parliament elections due to take place in May 2021. The Asks, recognising that planning is central to
life in Wales, are centred around three core areas, underpinned by community engagement:

1. Long-term Decision Making for Future Generations;
2. Placemaking; and
3. Resourcing.

The Director has been invited to be a member of the Institute of Welsh Affairs (IWA) Welsh Places
Influencing Group. Its role is to develop a charter of recommendations on Welsh places (towns) for
the Senedd elections.

The Director has attended the Cross Party Group on Construction and promoted RTPI Cymru
Manifesto Asks.
3. Policy

3.1. Consultations and Evidence

The following Welsh Government consultations have been responded to:

. 24 February 2021: Electric Vehicle (EV) charging strategy

. 25 January 2021: Liwybr Newydd: a new Wales transport strategy

. 19 January 2021: Reforms to the Compulsory Purchase Process

. January 2021: Regulations to Establish Corporate Joint Committees
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https://www.rtpi.org.uk/find-your-rtpi/rtpi-nations/rtpi-cymru/policy-and-research/plan-the-wales-we-need/

. January 2021: Welsh Government: Establishing the Town and Country Planning (Strategic
Development Plan) (Wales) Regulations 2021

We have also submitted evidence to the Senedd Cymru / Welsh Parliament Public Accounts
Committee on the Welsh Government Draft Budget 2021-22.

4. Apprenticeships

As part Apprenticeships Week in March, the Director wrote to the Minister for Economy, Transport
and North Wales to discuss introducing degree-level planning apprenticeships in Wales. In response
to this a meeting has been arranged with the Welsh Government’s Senior Apprenticeship Policy
Manager in March.

5. Events

RTPI Cymru participates with other built environment bodies in Wales (Built Environment Alliance
Cymru) to organise topical discussion events. In January, BEAC held a webinar on Towards Zero
Carbon in Wales by 2050. Mark Farrar, Chair of the RTPI Cymru Policy and Research Forum, spoke
on the panel. 110 bookings received and a further 250 bookings from other partners. A further event
will be held in March on Building Quality.

6. Media

Director was interviewed by BBC Cymru on affordable housing targets and whether more can be
delivered if planning authorities were better resourced: www.bbc.co.uk/cymrufyw/56103726

7. Careers Promotion

Discussions are underway with Cardiff Council’s UN Child Friendly City programme to bring planning
into the activities. There have been some activities related to planning commenced but without any
professional planning involvement; instead the focus has been from the IT platform perspective.

Presentations have been delivered to planning students at Cardiff University who are currently, or
about to commence, placements. The students also shared their experiences of undertaking
placements during the lockdown.

8. Health and safety implications

Any activities consider health and safety implications; at present all activities are being carried out
virtually.

9. Equality and diversity implications

Events and activities all seek to address equality and diversity factors, including Welsh language.

10. Resource implications

The activities are all funded via existing agreed budgets and staff and volunteer resources.
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https://www.childfriendlycardiff.co.uk/

11. Governance implications

The work relates to activities in Wales and focuses on the devolved planning system. All activities are
carried out within the data protection requirements.

12. Climate action

Climate Action considerations are built into activities undertaken, including policy positions.

13. GROWPLAN (Corporate Strategy)

Services are provided to members operating in Wales to ensure they are tailored to the devolved
Welsh planning context and civic society to ensure the member proposition is appropriate supporting
GROWPLAN and the Corporate Strategy.

14. Digital Transformation

None.

15. Communications Implications

All opportunities for promoting planning in Wales are taken and built into activities. The RTPI website
and @RTPICymru twitter are key tools for communicating.
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