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RTPI Northern 
Ireland Chairs 2019 
and 2020
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The RTPI’s Corporate Strategy was adopted in January 2020
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RTPI NI Team

• Roisin Willmott – Director
• Joanna Drennan – Policy Officer
• Julie Sullivan - Administrator
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Pillar 1: The value of 
membership and 
professionalism
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Events

• February - APC briefing event held in Belfast
• September – NI Planner Live
• November – Northern Ireland Planning Law 

Update 

• Access to on-line events across the UK and 
Ireland
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Northern Ireland Planner Live

• 10 webinars across 5 days
• 10 hours + of free CPD
• Interview with the Minister
• 28 speakers 
• 9 chairs
• Over 600 people attended live
• 1,051 viewings on YouTube

NI Planning Conference transformed on-line
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President’s ‘visit’ to 
Rathlin Island
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Annual Dinner held 
in March at the 
Merchant Hotel
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Member Communications

• PlaNIt published
• New e-plaNIt introduced with 

regular messaging for members
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Pillar 2: Supporting 
planning services
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Plan The World We Need

• A post-COVID recovery paper 
was published for Northern 
Ireland, complementing the 
#PlanTheWorldWeNeed
campaign
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Policy work

• Active Policy and Research Forum. 
Developing work programme: 
– Design
– Rural – including developing 

collaboration with QUB
• Responding to consultations
• Engaging with Historic Environment Group
• Gearing up for COP26
• Engaging with PLACE
• Collaboration with Transport Planning 

Society (TPS)
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Pillar 3: Raising the profile 
of planning
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RTPI NI Awards for Planning 
Excellence 2020

Winner: Rural Housing Association’s Old Mill Court at 
Sion Mills
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Northern Ireland Young Planner of 
the Year 2020

• Ryan Walker – named Northern Ireland 
Young Planner of the Year 2020

• Erin Donaldson - Commended
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University Engagement

• Presentation to Ulster University Students on spatial planning 
across UK, October 2020

• Hugh McKay Award (QUB) made jointly to:
– Ethan Smyth: Smart Mobility in the Transition to Low-

Carbon City Transport – a Case Study of Belfast and
– Errin Marshall "To what extent does integration of affordable 

housing have social impacts for residents in mixed tenure 
housing developments in Chelmsford, Essex?"

• RTPI NI Student Project Award made to Sarah Hamilton (UU): 
The Value of Green Infrastructure: Planning for Cross-border 
Contexts
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Pillar 4: Promoting equality, 
diversity and inclusivity
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Apprenticeships

• Running a survey to compile 
market evidence of support for a 
Chartered Town Planner 
Apprenticeship for Northern 
Ireland
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Thank you



Thank you to our 
sponsors across the 
year
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RTPI NI 2021 Executive 
Committee
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Thank you and we 
look forward to a 
productive 2021
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