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Mineral resources in 
Cornwall

Why it is important to 
safeguard minerals?

Policy context

Cornwall Minerals 
Safeguarding Plan

Mineral Safeguarding 
Areas and Policy

Safeguarding Cornwall’s Mineral Resources
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Mineral Resources in Cornwall
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Geology of Cornwall
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Finite resource

Not needlessly sterilised by 
other development

Sufficient minerals for future 
generations

Cornwall has a wealth of 
mineral resources

Why is it important to safeguard minerals?
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National Planning Policy 
Framework

Cornwall Local Plan

Policy Context
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Policy to safeguard mineral 
resources and infrastructure 
from other forms of 
development

127 Mineral Safeguarding 
Areas

Adopted December 2018

Cornwall Minerals Safeguarding Plan (DPD)
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Resource assessment 
criteria:

• Scarcity and 
occurrence

• Viability
• Uses 

Assessed all known 
mineral resources

Identifying Mineral Safeguarding Areas
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Extent of Mineral Safeguarding Areas
Mineral Type Mineral Resource Buffer

Aggregate Dolerite, sandstone, granite, gritstone, gabbro, blue elvan

Existing mineral sites with planning permission

500m

Building Stone Silica sand, granite, slate

Existing mineral sites with planning permission

250m

Heritage Stone Slate, luxulyanite, granite, sandstone, serpentine, elvan, 
gabbro

Former quarries without mineral planning permission

100m

China Clay China clay, St Austell (Hensbarrow) area 250m

Metals Tin, copper, arsenic, tungsten, sulphur, zinc, silver, lead

Known strategically important shafts

500m radius around principal shafts
250m radius around secondary shafts

Infrastructure Concrete batching plants, railways, rail sidings, mineral 
wharves, mineral haul roads

Up to 250m on a case-by-case basis
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Aggregate Mineral Safeguarding Areas
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Building Stone Mineral Safeguarding Areas
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China Clay Mineral Safeguarding Areas
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Heritage Stone Mineral Safeguarding Areas
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Metals Mineral Safeguarding Areas
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Infrastructure Mineral Safeguarding Areas
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Mineral Safeguarding Policy
Policy MS1
Mineral resources and infrastructure within Mineral Safeguarding Areas defined on the 
Policy Map shall be safeguarded from sterilisation.

Planning permission for non-mineral development will only be permitted within 
Mineral Safeguarding Areas where it can be demonstrated that;
a. the proposed development would not conflict with mineral related uses of the 

site or infrastructure; or
b. the applicant has demonstrated, to the satisfaction of the mineral planning 

authority, that the mineral resource or infrastructure is not of current or 
potential economic value or that the mineral resource is not of value for heritage 
uses; or

c. the mineral resource can be satisfactorily extracted prior to the development 
taking place; or 

d. that the mineral resource or infrastructure will not be subject to unacceptable 
detrimental effects and the proposed development would not suffer 
unacceptable adverse impacts as a result of the mineral operations; or

e. there is overriding strategic need for the non-mineral development that 
outweighs the need to safeguard the minerals; or

f. the non-mineral development within the Mineral Safeguarding Area is exempt as 
set out in the exemption list in paragraph 81. 
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Affordable housing-led 
proposal

10 dwellings

Metal mineral 
safeguarding area

Refusal on mineral 
safeguarding grounds

Implementing mineral safeguarding policy
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Online Resource www.Cornwall.gov.uk/mineralsdpd

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/mineralsdpd
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Guide to Materials and Cornish Building Stones
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Minerals are vital 
for low carbon 
technology

Contribute to the 
local 
distinctiveness of 
an area

Concluding thoughts….
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Thank you

If you have any questions or comments

Ellie.Inglis-Woolcock@cornwall.gov.uk


