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• National Trails in England
• South West Coast Path
• Visitor Economy
• Health & Wellbeing







Marine  and  Coastal  Access  Act  2009 

England Coast Path National Trail

2,600 miles around the Coast of England
In SW mainly follows route of Coast Path



70th Anniversary of National Parks 
& Access to the Countryside Act

2019 Glover review of Protected Landscapes
“Long distance footpaths were a central, founding part of the 

movement 70 years ago. The 1947 Hobhouse Report established the 

idea of long distance paths which were seen as integral to proper 

access to and through national landscapes. Seventy years on, there are 

13 National Trails across England delivering long‐distance paths that 

help people access, experience and enjoy our finest landscapes.”



The South West Coast Path 
was designated a National 
Trail in 1978



Coordinated through a Trails Partnership 
comprising: Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, 
Somerset, Torbay, and Plymouth City 
Councils, Exmoor National Park, the 
National Trust, Natural England and the 
South West Coast Path Association



Our Vision: Protecting and improving the 
South West Coast Path as one of the world’s 
great trails, now and for future generations. 



630 Miles – over 1,000 kms long



Historically used as a coastguard path…

… and by customs officers to catch smugglers



f
Climb of 115,000 ft / 35,000 m

4 x the ascent of Mt. Everest



Normal time to complete 
6-8 weeks +

Official Record time: 10 days 15 hours, 18 mins



Over 70% of the Path within National Parks 
& Areas of Outstanding National Beauty
(IUCN Class V living landscapes)



2 x UNESCO World Heritage Sites

13 Marine Conservation Zones
8 Special Areas of Conservation

UNESCO Geopark



3

50 National and Local Nature Reserves

7 Special Protection Areas

UNESCO Biosphere Reserve

100’s of Sites of Special Scientific Interest

5 Ramsar Sites



… and many significant heritage sites,
historic monuments, forts & castles



On the edge of the land and the sea
we are seeing the impact of climate change



Visitor Economy

The SW Coast Path receives 
9 million visits per annum



f

Supporting 11,000 jobs

Visitor Economy
… which generate over £500 million 
to the local economy per annum



Issue: spreading seasonality and points of access

Visitor Economy



Visitor Economy

Discover England Fund Pilot Project
Targeting Dutch & German Markets



Promoting off-season itineraries

https://www.southwestcoastpath.org.uk/itineraries/en/home/
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● Press trips & trade 
shows effective

● Greater 
segmentation of 
markets needed

● Tourist businesses 
support needed for 
international 
walking markets

● Commercial 
partnerships needed 
to deliver bookable 
products

Lessons Learned



● Across 7 National Trails in England
● Significant marketing research and 

market segmentation
● National marketing campaign
● Itineraries developed to bookable 

products for tour operators
● 2019 expansion to US market

National Scale Up



● Targeting Explorers and Adventurers
● Similar market segments but 

different characteristics
● Targeted channels to engage 

segments at the point of choosing a 
walking holiday

Demographics



● Tourism business workshops
● Welcoming Walkers programme
● Business web-site with online 

resources

Business Support

https://www.tourismsupport.co.uk/
https://www.tourismsupport.co.uk/uploads/1/1/9/9/119977989/german_market_profile.pdf


National Campaign

https://www.greatenglishtrails.com/


Activity Tourism

https://www.visitbritain.com/gb/en/campaigns/mymicrogap


Health & Wellbeing

Access for all – breaking down barriers
Health and wellbeing – identifying and articulating benefits
Creating a sense of place – interpretation, education, engagement





Health & Wellbeing

Targeting 3,000 inactive people. Identifying barriers. 
Offering a safe and supported place to walk, building 
volunteer support and community network

Disconnect from nature in modern life; increasing obesity; social 
isolation; financial and social barriers to access 



tackle inactivity amongst people over the age of 55 in Devon 

to reach out to people to provide activities, information and 
support that will help them make positive changes to their 
activity levels now and in the future. 



• 3 Pilot Projects in 2019
• Over 50 participants in first pilot  
• Over 30 participants on each walk 
• Additional planning sessions to enable the groups to carry 

on walking 





southwestcoastpath.org.uk


