


This afternoon 

1. Planning for sport in planning for health?

2. Why sport needs planning 

3. How can we plan better ?

4. Sports planning for real 

5. Some future challenges





Sport is 
preventative 

medicine















Football Cricket Hockey Tennis

Projected 
teams from 
new housing 

1.5 adult
1.2 youth
1.3 mini

2.2 adult
1.2 youth

0.6 adult

Pitch 
requirements 
from new 
housing 

0.8 adult
0.3 youth
0.2 mini

0.5 pitch 0.1 AGP 2.4 tennis 
courts
0.4 bowling 
greens 

Example from the New Forest



The PPS in Masterplanning

Indicative Plan only



• On site v. off site
• Flexibility in delivery
• Trigger points
• CIL, S106 or CIL and S106
• Rural v. urban (dispersed v. concentrated)
• Ongoing maintenance and reconditioning
• Community use obligations

Developer Contributions



Can we book your sports hall on Thursday 
night please ?



(Completely) fit for purpose ?



Loss of a facility ?



Bring every development in to play!



Maximise your potential 



Gender
Gender Equality



Changes and Challenges

• Trends in sport and physical activity
• What will the playing field of the future look like?
• Climate change
• Contracting voluntary sports sector 
• Declining public sector funding and involvement 
• Academisation of schools
• The growth of the commercial and private sector



Passing the baton to planners

• An active role in commissioning and strategy development
• Cultivate political support for sport & recreation
• Sport & recreation in all policy, planning & strategy documents
• Establish links/peer support with other sport & health 

specialists & planners
• Long term asset stewardship & management
• Engagement with education



10 points to take away

• There needs to be a higher profile for sport within planning for health 

• Sport is an essential part of Open Space, Sport and Recreation studies

• The baton for planning for and delivering sports facilities is passing to planners

• Planning for sport involves both planning policy and development management

• An up-to-date PPS is a valuable evidence base for delivering strategic and local facilities

• Aim to secure maximum flexibility for future provision through developer contributions

• Ensure the widest possible stakeholder involvement and consultation in sports planning 
and asset management both within and outside your organisation

• Plan more sustainably - be aware of what there is out there already and how best use 
can be made of it 

• Engage with schools to help improve facilities and negotiate secure community use

• It is our collective responsibility to maintain and use our sporting environment to protect 
it for the future

jacky@belap.co.uk



Use your health even to the point of wearing it 
out.  That is what it is for.  Spend all you have 
before you die; do not outlive yourself.

George Bernard Shaw


