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Traditional focus
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Current focus
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If physical activity were a 

drug, we would refer to it 

as a miracle cure, due to 

the great many illnesses it 

can prevent and help 

treat.

Chief Medical Officer
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Planning for Sport
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National Planning Policy Framework 
Paragraph 91 Enable and support healthy lifestyles
Paragraph 92 Providing the social, recreational and cultural facilities and 

services the community needs
Paragraph 127 create places which promote health and well-being   
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NPPF
Para 96 – Assessments of Need (Evidence)
Para 97 – Protect open space, sport & recreation 
including playing fields
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CIL Regs (Sept 2019)

• Impact of new Regs?

• SE will update our advice note

• Planning Obligation tests

– Necessary

– Directly related

– Fairly & reasonably related

• SE Overall approach

– Positive strategic approaches and/or 

for individual developments

– Four sequential questions in SE guide
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Challenges
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What is the answer?
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4. Co-location of Community 

Facilities

• Creating multiple reasons to visit a destination, minimising 

the number and length of trips and increasing the 

awareness and convenience of opportunities to participate 
in sport and physical activity.
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7. Appropriate Infrastructure
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Providing and facilitating access to facilities and other 

infrastructure to enable all members of society to take part in 
sport and physical activity.
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10. Activity Promotion & Local 

Champions

Physical measures need to be matched by

community and stakeholder ambition, leadership

and engagement.

16



Creating a lifelong sporting habit

Exeter Road Closure
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Cranbrook
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Cranbrook (phase 1)
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Eastern Pitches (Final)
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New South Hub Pitch Site?
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Active Design Case Studies
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Essex Design Guide
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MHCLG Design Guides 2019
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Exeter – An Opportunity?
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Design Guides – Active Environments
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New Active Design Guides 
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Quality is 

Essential
• Design driven and 

responding to identified 

needs 

• Well considered operation 

and management 

• Inclusive and universal 

• Well Maintained
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The Future?
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The Future
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Part-enclosure and canopies 
• potential to create a hybrid facility 
• less cost than a sports hall but more 

effective use than outdoor space 
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What can you do to deliver 

Active Environments?
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Farewell, but not Goodbye

• www.sportengland.org/planningforsport

• www.sportengland.org/activedesign

• www.activeplacespower.com

Gary Parsons

gary.parsons@sportengland.org
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