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This morning...

Overview of National Parks
— the journey so far

Governance
— and the planning function

The New Forest experience
— pressures on the National Park

The future...?
— the Glover Review
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National Parks — a global brand
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The journey so far...

“a sort of national
property, in which
every man has a right
and interest who has
an eye to perceive and
a heart to enjoy”
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The Dower Report - 1945

A national park may be
defined, in application to
Great Britain, as an
extensive area of beautiful
and relatively wild country
In which:

 |landscape is preserved

« access amply provided
and enjoyed

 wildlife and heritage
protected

« farming use maintained



National Parks in England & Wales

Pembrokeshire

National Parks & Access to the
Countryside Act 1949

Britain’s first National Park, the
Peak District, established with full
planning powers

But a range of different
arrangements were put in place for
the other National Parks

Edwards Review of National Parks
(1991)

Environment Act 1995



How are National Parks different ?

Stand alone authorities with
sole responsibility for planning
In the Park area

Funded by central government
(Defra)

Include government appointed

members

Focussed on achieving the two
statutory national park
purposes




National Park purposes

. To conserve and enhance the natural
beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage
of the Parks:; and

2. To promote opportunities for the
understanding and enjoyment of their
special qualities by the public.

“...to seek to foster the economic and
social well-being of local communities
within the National Park.”



National Planning Policy Framework

e « NPPF confirms that:

National Planning Policy Framework

— National Parks having the highest
status of protection in relation to
landscape and scenic beauty

Febnuary 2010

— Planning permission should be
o refused for major developments

English National Parks

and the Broads except in exceptional circumstances

| + National Parks Circular contains
clear guidance on housing Iin
National Parks




Greater planning controls...

 |n addition to the special planning policies that
apply, National Park status brings greater
“permitted development” restrictions

« National Park responsible for minerals and waste
planning

« Under the 1995 Environment Act, public bodies
are statutorily required to have regard to the
National Park purposes






Achievements

National Parks, National Assets

England’s National Parks are
environmental and cultural
assets playing a valuable role in
local and national economies.
England’s 10 National Parks are special
places. Covering 9.3% of England by area,
they include some of our most iconic

landscapes, archaeological and historical
sites and valuable wildlife habitats.

They are visited by millions of people every
year and contain strong communities who
care passionately for these beautiful
areas.
Economic activity in National Parks is
underpinned by the high quality
environment. Key activities such as
farming help maintain and enhance the
special qualities of National Parks. The
study ‘Valuing England’s National Parks’
provides a detailed picture of the range of

with a range of other organisations and
interest groups, they aim to maintain
assets are conserved and enhanced
and where people, businesses and
communities can prosper, now and in
the future.

National Parks
England

With sufficient core funding and the
support of partners, the NPAs will be
able to continue to do this important
work and more - helping to grow
National Park economies in a




Achievements

jr”\“” National Parks, National Assets
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The New Forest experience

* Long-recognised as a special
and important area

 New Forest Heritage Area
(1995)

* John Prescott’s “Birthday
present to the nation”




Calls for a bespoke approach in the

New Forest
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Calls for a bespoke approach in the

New Forest

Crown Lands

New Forest National Park




The New Forest National Park

Designated in 2005

220 square miles —
smallest National
Park

35,000 residents —
the second most
densely populated
Park

VT
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37 parish/town
councils within Park

56% of the Park
covered by Natura
2000 sites

15 million people live
within 90 minute
drive



Early successes

Planning applications
approved!

« Support for commoning
* New visitor experiences

» Supporting local projects
through the SDF

NEW FOREST
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New Forest National Park Plan
Consultation Draft

o

NEW FOREST
NATIONAL PARK

National Park Management Plan and Local Development
Framework Core Strategy and Development Policies

Produced first
consultation NP Plan

Combined two statutory
documents into a single
Integrated plan

— the National Park
Management Plan &

— the Local Plan
Conflation of

aspirational and land
use planning policies



A turbulent time




“For_est cam_paighers call for
park chief to be replaced

'CAMPAIGNERS fighting plans put for-

ward by the New Forest National Park

Authority, are calling for chief executive
- Lindsay Cornish to be replaced,
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Protesters’ delight
t Park plan U-turn
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Approved Plans

New Forest National Park

v Forest National Park Local Developmant Framework

Core Strategy and Development 4@ New Forest National Park
Management Policies DPD L)

= Recreation Management Strategy
oer 10 NATIONAL TARK 2010 - 2030




| essons learnt

« Time and place for being innovative
* Need to build up trust

« Partnership working

« Sound evidence base

« Work closely with Parish Councils

« Managing the media



Development pressures (1

1,000
applications
per annum

Very affluent
area

Replacement
dwellings

Major
development



Development pressures (2)
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Affordable Housing

National Parks produce
22% price premium
Key issue in National

Parks and focus of
nlanning policies

_ong standing support
for rural exception sites

Many studies/research
iInto problem

Land | Popl. | Average
National Park Area |livingin| house :
(km?3) park price premium
New Forest 570 | 34,000 | £525,000 | £115,500
South Downs 1,624 | 115,000 | £350,000 | £77,000
Lake District 2,362 | 40,100 | £250,000 | £55,000
Dartmoor 953 | 34,000 | £245,000 | £53,900
Yorkshire Dales | 2,178 | 19,600 | £234,000 | £51,500
The Cairngorms | 4,528 | 17,000 | £233,000 | £51,300
Peak District 1,437 | 37,200 | £230,000 | £50,600
Brecon Beacons | 1,344 | 33,400 | £230,000 | £50,600
Snowdonia 2,176 | 25,500 | £157,000 | £34,500

Sources: Nationwide, ONS, National Parks UK



Affordable Housing

* Low Incomes v High House Prices
* Development Restraint in National Parks

* Higher build costs — small scale, remote
ocations, design, materials

* More complex — greater number of agencies

* High thresholds to trigger requirement for
affordable housing
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Visitor pressures

 Traffic congestion
 Litter
« Damage to farmland

 Conflict between
recreational users

« Holiday homes - rise of
Airbnb

« Damage and disturbance to
wildlife

* Encouraged by National
Park designation?

- 8-Point Plan for England’s
National Parks

March 2016

Food &R ral Affairs

, ational Parks nvironment
land INATURAL A\ ency
Engian ENGLAND



parks: where
our wildlife
goestodie

Birds and animals are being wiped out so
fast that Britain’s wilderness areas risk
losing UN status, warn conservationists

Jonathan Leake Environment Editor
Britain’s national parks risk losing their
United Nations status as globally pro-
tected nature reserves because humans
are wiping out their wildlife so fast, the
chairman of the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds has warned.

Kevin Cox suggests that even calling
them “national parks” is misleading
because farming — plus grouse shooting
and tourism — is doing so much damage.

“National parks are not delivering for
wildlife and are often in worse condition
than areas outside the park,” said Cox in
an interview with The Sunday Times.
“They aren’t being monitored, lack fund-
ing and have no clear purpose.”

Cox said farm policy was the main
factor rather than individual farmers.
“The biggest driver of the damage s farm-
ing. It is down to [government] policy
encouraging the use of chemicals and
intensification of livestock and crops.”

It follows one of British wildlife’s most
poignant losses: the disappearance and
suspected death of Dartmoor’s | last
breeding female curlew. There were onc:
hundreds of the birds, whose v
long curved beaks made thema b;
conservation icon.

Curlews find food by probing 8
damp soil, but farmers get aid to
drain it. The birds also suffer
from disturbance by walkers

Golden eagle: in
rapid decline

and dogs, as mational parks have no
POWers to protect nesting areas.

The birds live for up to 30 years and
mate for life and the lost female’s partner
still scours the site apparently looking for
her. “It's a tragedy,” said Derek Gow, a
bird expert who monitors them.
“National parks are now places where
wildlife goes to die.”

This coincides with growing concern
over declining wildlife in Britain’s so-
called wilderness areas. The UK has 15
national parks, with 10 in England, three
in Wales and two in Scotland, covering a
10th of Britain. They are meant to protect
nature but when contacted by The Sun-
day Times all confirmed falls in biodiver-
sity and the loss or decline of key species.

This autumn the main conservation
bodies will publish State of UK Nature
2019, areport warning nearly 60% of Brit-
ain’s wildlife species are in rapid decline.

Golden eagles are the most iconic.
They bred in the Lake District for
centuries but the last female in England
died in 2004. Its partner survived until
2016, building nests to attract females —
but there were none left.

The Lake District National Park

authority said it hoped a single pair of

ospreys would breed this year but this

compares with almost 690,000 sheep in

the region. “We acknowledge the

. urgentneed to improve nature,” it
._said.

In the New Forest some

link its designation as a

national park in 2005

Wildlife pressures

There were once hundreds of curlews on Dz

National
parks

Snowdonia

Pembrokeshire Peak District
Coast — ‘

—The&r
Brecon Beacons

-
Exmoor————

v

Dartmoor —J New Forest South Downs



Resident pressures

New development

Recreation
Management

Cycling Events
Strong

representation
Political Support

Influence on National
Park boards




Resident pressures




The answer?

New Forest
National Park

Local
Plan

2016 - 2036

Adopted August 2019




Government Planning Reforms
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Julian Glover Review - TOR

* Are the statutory purposes being met?

* Degree of alignment with the 25-Year Plan
« Extend / create new designated areas

* |mprove governance

« Financing of National Parks and AONBs

e How to enhance the environment and
biodiversity

« How to build on the existing 8 point plan
for National Parks

« How National Parks and AONBs support
communities

eeeeeeeeee

A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to
Improve the Environment




Julian Glover — Interim Findings

Visited every AONB and National Park
« Falling short of what can be achieved

 What does the nation need from them
today?

« More must be done for nature and
beauty

« Nature Recovery Networks

« Lead response to climate change
« Working with BAME

* Links with NHS

« Shortage of affordable housing

* More money “doing more will cost
more”



The future?

Need to remain living, working
landscapes

« Government response to Glover’s
final report?

 Life outside the CAP - public money
for public good

« National Parks taking on land |
management role?

* Meeting the challenge of the digital
age

* Need to see a clearer join up
between Defra, DCMS and MHCLG

* An end to weakening planning
protections in protected landscapes
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