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Exploring the Investment Potential of Midlands Clusters with Midlands Engine - The Data City

Strategic planning and the complexity of governance in the Midlands and Wider South East

https://thedatacity.com/blog/exploring-the-investment-potential-of-midlands-clusters-with-midlands-engine/#:~:text=Exploring%20the%20Investment%20Potential%20of%20Midlands%20Clusters%20with,recommendations%20...%203%20Read%20the%20full%20report%20


“They are doing it [releasing Green Belt] in a 
haphazard and unplanned way in many 
cases and in a way that doesn’t meet 
housing need. We are going to get back to 
doing it strategically and will make sure that 
where it is released, through a variety of 
mechanisms, it targets local need. We do 
not have mechanisms for doing it in a 
strategic way - we are going to bite the 
bullet on that. We need to reintroduce 
elements of strategic planning.”

“There is a very weak duty to cooperate. In 
many parts of the country where there is not 
enough land to build, the only way to get 
housing built is for councils to come 
together and work strategically.”

Shadow Housing & Planning Minister, Matthew Pennycook MP
Labour Party Conference, 9 October 2023



RTPI Young Planners Conference

14 October 2023

Sam Stafford, Planning Director

Home Builders Federation



The new 30 month local plan timeframe



Local Plan-making is in crisis



Local Plan coverage will get worse



How it started                                         How it’s going



Numbers
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home building 
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