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Porthill & Seamount Courts

Gilcomstoun Land

Marischal Court from city 
centre

Aberdeen 1960s Inner-
city multis, listed 
category A, in 2021



Dalkeith

Dalkeith 
Conservation 
Area



Norco House (John Lewis), Aberdeen. 
Covell Matthews & Partners, 1967-71.
Proposed for listing 2019 and 2022. 
Currently not listed while 
development proposals are 
considered.





Stones of Stenness, Orkney

Forth Bridge

Culzean Castle, Ayrshire

Battle of Bannockburn



Tinker’s Heart, ArgyllLaurieston Pub, Glasgow

Duke of Wellington, 
Glasgow

Dunure Castle, 
Ayrshire



Listing is the way that a building or 
structure of special architectural or 
historic interest is recognised by law 
through the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
(Scotland) act 1997.



Listed buildings can be anything made by 

people, such as houses, schools, factories, 

walls, bridges, and sculptures. 

To be listed a building must be of special 

architectural or historic interest.

To decide if a site is of special interest, we 

assess its:

Architectural interest

– design

– setting

Historic interest

– age and rarity

– social historical interest

– close historical associations

Condition and economic factors are not a 

consideration.



Listed Buildings

A Listed 3688 7.6%

B Listed 23619 49.7%

C Listed 20218 42.6%

Total 47526 100%

Listing Statistics and Listing Categories

Post-war Listed Buildings

A Listed 62 21%

B Listed 178 57%

C Listed 68 22%

Total 308 22%

Gilcomstoun Land, 
Aberdeen – Category A

Wolfson Building, University of 
Strathclyde, Glasgow – Category  B

Carbrain Totem, 
Cumbernauld – Category  C



Listed Buildings

A Listed 3688 8%

B Listed 23619 50%

C Listed 20218 42%

Total 47526 100%

Listing Statistics and Listing Categories

Post-war Listed Buildings

A Listed 62 21%

B Listed 178 57%

C Listed 68 22%

Total 308 22%

Gilcomstoun Land, 
Aberdeen – Category A

Wolfson Building, University of 
Strathclyde, Glasgow – Category  B

Carbrain Totem, 
Cumbernauld – Category  C



Listing by decade

Decade Post-war listings Total new listings

1950s 0 77

1960s 1 2,100

1970s 13 20,755

1980s 22 11,213

1990s 81 8,630

2000s 86 3,382

2010s 90 580

2020s (to date) 20 67
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“Buildings need not be old or 
beautiful to merit listing.”
Ian Lindsay, Chief Historic Buildings Investigator (1948)

© The Scotsman Publications Ltd. 

Licensor www.scran.ac.uk



Courier Building - tower, 22 Meadowside, 2 Courier Place, Euclid Cres, 
Dundee. Listed Category B in 1965.
Niven and Wigglesworth (London), 1902; tower T Lindsay Gray, 1960



David Livingstone Memorial Bridge, Blantyre, 

1952, listed category B in 1971

Spean Bridge Commando Memorial, Scott 

Sutherland 1951, listed category A in 1971 



191, 193 Canongate, 
Edinburgh, 1958 – Listed 
Category C in 1970



National Library of Scotland, 1936, completed 
in 1956. Listed category A in 1971.  



National Cash Registers Officer and 
Factory, Dundee. Bennet, Beard and 
Wilkins, 1946. Listed category B in 
1989. (Includes ‘industries’ mural.)



© lomondappletree.co.uk 

David Marshall Lodge, Aberfoyle,  
1960. Listed category B in 1971



©wordpress.com

Glasgow: National Resurvey began in the 1980s



FORMER BOAC OFFICES, Buchanan 
Street, Glasgow. 
Gillespie, Kidd and Coia, 1970
Listed category B in 1988.



© 2011 GCC

FORMER OUR LADY AND ST FRANCIS 
SECONDARY SCHOOL, Glasgow.
Gillespie, Kidd and Coia, 1963
Listed category A in 1989



Inverkeithing High School, Fife. 
1968-73. Listed category B in 2004.

Gala Fairydean Stadium, Galashiels
Peter Womersley, 1960 

Listed category B in 2006
Category chanted to A in 2013

Bow Street, Stirling. Sir Frank Mears 
& Partners. 
Listed category B in 1998.© Google Streetview



St Benedict’s R C Church, Drumchapel, 
Glasgow. Gillespie Kidd and Coia, 1964-7. 
Demolished 1991



St Peter’s College, 
Cardross, Gillespie Kidd 
and Coia, 1966
Listed category A in 1994

9 KELVINSIDE GARDENS, ST CHARLES’S CHURCH
Gillespie, Kidd and Coia, 1959-60
Listed category B in 1992



Lanark County Buildings, 
Hamilton. D G Bannerman, 
1959-64. Listed category A in 
1993.



Hutchesontown ‘C’, Gorbals, Basil Spence and 
Partners, 1958-65 – demolished 1993





Avisfield, Cramond, Edinburgh. Morris and Steedman, 
1954 and 1964. Listed category B in 2007



Thematic listing reviews – architects’ practices



Arts Faculty Group, 
George Square, 
University of 
Edinburgh, 1960s. 
Listed category A in 
2006. 



Scotland: Building for the Future 
Publication and Conference, 2009

Glasgow’s Post-war Listed Buildings, 
Publication and Exhibition, 2011



UNIVERSITY OF STRATHCLYDE, ARCHITECTURE 
BUILDING. Frank Fielden of Frank Fielden and 
Associates, 1964-7. Listed category B in 2012.

UNIVERSITY OF STIRLING, PATHFOOT BUILDING
RMJM, 1966. Listed category B in 2009

BEN CRUACHAN DAM, 1959-65. 
Listed category B in 2011

GLASGOW AND STRATHKELVIN SHERIFF 
COURT  Keppie Henderson and Partners, 1972-
86. Listed category B in 2013.



Henge, David Harding, 1970. Listed category 
B in 2011.

Industry Past and Present, Underpass. David 
Harding, 1970. Listed category C in 2011. 

© Peter Atkinson flickr.com



Kylesku Bridge, Ove Arup, 1981-4. 
Listed category A in 2019.

St Andrew’s Church, Livingston. Alison & Hutchison & 
Partners, 1966.  Listed category B in 2014.

Aviva Insurance Building, Perth. James Parr & Partners, 
1979-83.  Listed category A in 2017.

Former Royal Observatory Corps (ROC) 
Underground Monitoring Post, Mains of 
Edzell, 1957. Listed category C in 2014.

© BKR – youtube.com 

© Andrew Stevenson 



©Tom Parnell

ANNIESLAND COURT, Glasgow. 
Jack Holmes and Partners 1966-8. 
Listed category A in 1996.



©Tom Parnell

Cables Wynd House, Edinburgh. 
Alison and Hutchison & Partners, 1965. 
Listed category A in 2017

Linksview House, Edinburgh. 
Alison and Hutchison & 
Partners, 1966. 
Listed category A in 2017



Aberdeen Inner-city Multis (2018-21)

Eight buildings at 
five sites listed at 
category A in 2021

Thistle Court 
(1971)

Hutcheon & 
Greig Courts 
(1973)

Virginia & 
Marshall 
Courts (1966)

Porthill & 
Seamount 
Courts (1966)

Gilcomstoun 
Land (1959)



Granite City A Plan for Aberdeen, 1949



Alton East and West estates, 
Roehampton, London County Council 
Architects, 1952-60, Grade II and II*

Unite d’Habitation, 
1945, Le Corbusier 
UNESCO WHS

Direct inspiration for Aberdeen 
Inner-city Multis



Listing Appeals

Owners, occupiers and tenants have a statutory right 
of appeal for:

• new listings 
• changes to statutory addresses of existing listed 
buildings

Appeals are made to the Planning and Environmental 
Appeals Division (DPEA) of the Scottish Government. 
They must be made within 3 months. 

Grounds for appeal are that the building is not of 
special architectural or historic interest. 

There’s no statutory right of appeal for:

• de-listings 
• decisions not to list
• changes in listing category

Hutcheon Court, Aberdeen



Aberdeen Inner-city Multis (2018-21)

5

DPEA DECISION:
• Keep 5 buildings 

listed
• De-list 3 

buildings

Thistle Court 
(1971)
De-listed 2022

Hutcheon & 
Greig Courts 
(1973)
De-listed 2022

Virginia & 
Marshall 
Courts (1966)

Porthill & 
Seamount 
Courts (1966)

Gilcomstoun 
Land (1959)





Mass Housing, Woodside, 
Glasgow, proposed for listing 
2022 – case in progress



Wyndford Housing, Maryhill, former site of Maryhill Barracks, Glasgow – listing 
review of tower blocks 2023 (not found to meet listing criteria)



Cumbernauld Town Centre, listing 
review 2022 – not designated, but 
found to meet listing criteria

1960s

2022



Greenock Library, Clyde Square (listing review 2023)

Municipal BuildingsGreenock Library

Conservation Area



2019
Interim Guidance



historicenvironment.scot/modernlandscapes



Dundee Repertory Theatre (Dundee Rep)
Nicoll Russell Studios, 1979-82 

Listed category A, 2022



Tollcross Fire Station, Edinburgh.
Lothian Regional Council Architects, 1986. 

Currently being assessed for listing 
following a listing proposal.



Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh. Enric Miralles, 1998-2004. 



dawn.mcdowell@hes.scot
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