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About SSEN Transmission
Powering change; delivering a network for net zero

• We own, operate and develop the high voltage electricity transmission system in the 

north of Scotland and remote islands.

• As a regulated business, delivering critical national infrastructure, our job is to connect 

the renewable energy needed to support UK and Scotland’s emissions reduction targets, 

delivering a network for net zero.

• We’re the first network company to commit to an externally accredited science-based 

target and the first to consult and implement a sector leading Biodiversity Net Gain 

strategy. 

• Through the current Transmission price control, RIIO-T2, we’re planning to invest at least 

£2.8bn between now and 2026, potentially increasing to over £4bn, to deliver a 

network for net zero in the north of Scotland. 

• To deliver this we’ll need to almost double our workforce between now and 2026.

https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/news-views/articles/2020/8/ssen-transmission-world-first-science-based-target-accreditation/#:~:text=SSEN%20Transmission%20understands%20the%20impact%20of%20its%20indirect,target%2C%20Rob%20McDonald%2C%20Managing%20Director%20of%20Transmission%20said%3A
https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/news-views/articles/2021/9/rothienorman-substation-to-deliver-60-improvement-in-biodiversity/


3

Our purpose: delivering a network for net zero 
Our network area in the north of Scotland, will play an outsized role in 

meeting the UK and Scotland’s renewable energy targets, contributing up 

to 10% of the UK Net Zero target.

https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/news-views/articles/2021/11/north-of-scotland-to-contribute-up-to-10-towards-uk-net-zero-target/


Our Team
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Biodiversity Net Gain

SSEN Transmission - Biodiversity Net Gain on Vimeo

https://vimeo.com/643442661
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Natural Environment – Case study - Spittal
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Not for profit (3rd Sector) - Example
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SF6 Alternatives

Kintore Substation 
Carbon reduction

https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/news-views/articles/2021/1/new-kintore-substation-at-forefront-of-fight-against-climate-change/
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VISTA Project

Glen Falloch final tower removal

https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/news-views/articles/2022/4/major-milestone-reached-as-final-electricity-tower-felled-at-glen-falloch-vista-as-part-of-tower-removal-project/
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• Scotland’s planning framework has been fundamental in supporting the Scottish 
Government’s world leading climate targets to date – huge success story.

• However levels of investment in renewables and grid will be unprecedented to 
support 2030 targets and beyond – timescales will be challenging based on 
current processes.

• NPF4 is a key opportunity to address current challenges, working with 
communities and wider stakeholders. 

• In addition, the UK Government’s recent British Energy Security Strategy 
outlines commitments to accelerate consenting timescales for offshore wind 
projects from 4 years to 1 – and reduce timescales for onshore transmission 
projects by 3 years. 

• Vital that consenting timescales in Scotland are also rapidly accelerated, and 
resources increased to match this level of ambition and ensure a level playing 
field for projects that enable decarbonisation in Scotland.

Planning: an enabler for net zero



Thanks for your time – questions?


