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AWARD PRESENTATION EVENING 
9 JULY 2010 

 
 
To celebrate planning in the East of England and the achievements of the 2009 Regional 
Planning Achievement Award winners, an event was held on a very hot and sticky 
Friday evening in July 2010 in the Shire Hall in Woodbridge.   
 
RTPI Senior Vice President, Richard Summers, joined us for the event. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
As reported on page 10 of the Spring edition, the winners of the award were The 
Landscape Partnership for the “Green Energy Biogas Plant Supporting Sustainable 
Agricultural Model” . 
 
The Award was given because of the exemplary level of consultation, community 
involvement and negotiation carried out in the process of securing permission for the new 
plant.  The biogas plant will be built on part of the former Bentwaters Airbase at 
Rendlesham and energy will be produced from ‘green’ crops grown in rotation on local 
farmers’ land. 
 
The Regional Judging Panel commented: “A truly innovative scheme with a 
commendably thorough preparation process.  The planner’s role shines through”. 
 

Richard Summers presents the 
Regional Award trophy and 
certificate to Steven Bainbridge of 
The Landscape Partnership (Photo 
courtesy of Richard Chillingford) 



Richard Summers presented the Regional Planning Achievement Award trophy and 
certificate to Steven Bainbridge of The Landscape Partnership, Woodbridge. 
 
Our thanks to The Landscape Partnership, who sponsored the Pimms and canapés 
reception at the Award Presentation evening. 
 

* * * * * * 
Cambridgeshire County Council scooped second place for the “Riverside Bridge”, a 
200 metre unique landmark structure spanning the River Cam to provide a safe, 
segregated link into Cambridge.  It features a low level walkway, a separate cycleway 
and seating areas for people to relax and enjoy views of the river.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Regional Judging Panel said of the scheme: “This is an exemplar scheme 
demonstrating how full public engagement can result in an iconic structure.  The striking, 
innovative design, ensuring the safety of cyclists and pedestrians, was matched by an 
innovative approach to provision, not just through the design competition but through the 
publicity given and involvement of the local paper”. 

 
* * * * * * 

 

Riverside Bridge, Cambridge 

Richard Summers presents the 
runners-up certificate to Philip 
Crack of Cambridgeshire County 
Council (Photo courtesy of Richard 
Chillingford) 



Third place was awarded to Bidwells of Norwich for “BeWILDerwood”.  The planning 
application at Kingswood, Hoveton was for a 23-hectare outdoor adventure and education 
facility.  It was strongly based on principles of sustainability and aimed to achieve 
sensitive management of public access to a special and inaccessible landscape within the 
Broads.  The founders were keen not to damage the natural area and habitat and focussed 
on a system of aerial woodland walkways, joining a series of tree houses, within a 
woodland experience incorporating some aspects of environmental and conservation 
concerns.  The principal design concept was that all the structures throughout the site, 
including the visitor centre, tree houses, boardwalks etc, would be of timber.   
 
The park opened in May 2007 and has achieved both national and international awards, 
including Worldwide Award for Excellence and Best UK Tourism Project.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Regional Judging Panel said of the 
scheme: “A well thought out and well 
planned project resulting in a brilliant 
educational, imaginative and exciting 
activity for kids and families.  The planning process was well managed resulting in an 
outcome that all parties are happy with” and “A fine example of rural diversification 
which maximised its natural benefits whilst minimising the proposal’s impact upon 
them”. 
 
 
 
Tina Jessup 

Richard Summers presents the third place 
certificate to Isabel Lockwood of Bidwells 
(Photo courtesy of Richard Chillingford) 


