
Planning fair a success once again  
 
3rd February saw over 60 students and young planners attend the annual RTPI North 
East/Newcastle University planning fair, to learn more about planning as a career and meet 
some of the organisations employing planners in the North East.  The event began with a 
brief introduction from Tim Townshend, Director of Planning and Urban Design in the School 
of Architecture, Planning and Landscape at the University.  This was followed by a 
presentation from the RTPI’s Senior Membership & Database Officer Philip Woodward, who 
spoke about the Assessment of Professional Competence (APC), which is now part of the 
process for becoming a member of the Institute.  Information about the APC can be found on 
the RTPI website, at http://www.rtpi.org.uk/join_the_rtpi/.  The advice to those considering 
membership of the RTPI is to start thinking about it now, don’t leave it until the last minute! 
 

   
 
Then the real business of the fair began, with the students taking the opportunity to talk to 
employers from across the North East (and elsewhere, in the case of the Yorkshire Dales 
National Park Authority) about jobs in planning.  Some of the employers attending are 
currently recruiting, or are planning to do so soon, others had come along to maintain links 
with possible future employees when the economic situation has improved.  Several of the 
employers’ representatives had been recruited as a result of previous fairs, and all those 
employers attending were impressed by the attitude of the students, with many bringing 
along CVs and a positive attitude, aware of the highly competitive jobs market they may soon 
be entering. 
 
The event was a great success, and next year’s planning fair has already been arranged for 
2nd February 2010 – put it in your diaries now! 
 
RTPI North East would like to thank Newcastle University for hosting the event, and all those 
employers who came along – this event would be impossible to run without your support. 
 
John Sturzaker 
 
 
 
 

 


