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Myles Wright’s 
1982 book
Is one of many 
publications that 
describe the work 
and influence of the 
Lever Professors.



The Lever 
Professors and 
their contributions 
to the professional 
practice of 
planning



Town 
Planning 
Review
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V Gordon 
Childe’s 1950 
TPR paper 
became a classic 
and is widely 
cited to this day.
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Examination Questions: 1912



The Schuster Report, 
1950 and the Master of 
Civic Design

• In giving evidence to the inquiry, 
Gordon Stephenson proposed 
radical re-structuring for the courses 
at Liverpool

• He proposed a two-year Masters 
programme – the MCD – open to 
well-qualified graduates in almost 
any subject

• The new course moved away from 
the traditional dominance of 
architectural design



1950
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2009

David Shaw
Head of Department



Spatial Planning Challenges
An exploration of issues facing planners in delivering sustainable 
development including housing, economic, transport, environmental 
and natural resource concerns. (15 credits)

Theory, Power and Ethics
Consideration of the nature and purpose of planning, the role of different 
stakeholders in the planning process and the governance context within which 
different types of planning operate. (15 credits)

Making Places
Investigation of the role of planning in creating and protecting quality of 
place. The course focuses on urban design skills and techniques and the 
management of financial and other resources in the development process. 
(15 credits)

The Master of Civic Design, 2009



Making Plans
An introduction to the principles and practice of plan making. 
Consideration of approaches to plan making at different spatial 
scales and covering different time horizons. Formal plan making 
requirements including EIA and SEA. (15 credits)

Implementing and Managing Change
This course considers issues related to plan implementation 
including law related to the regulation of development, the 
management of planning and associated services and the 
integration of planning with other policy fields and activities. (15 
credits)

Trends, Outcomes and Impacts
Consideration of the variety of methods and techniques 
employed in analysing contemporary spatial planning issues and 
monitoring and evaluating policy outcomes and impacts. (15 
credits)

The Master of Civic Design, 2009



Spatial Planning in Action
An integrative client-oriented planning project. It is a group-based 
double module that involves students working as part of a team 
to resolve a particular planning problem. The project will  
generally involve some form of strategic plan making, requiring 
students to work collectively, generate visionary responses, 
develop coherent and integrated strategies, reconcile and 
balance conflicts, and demonstrate appropriate research skills. 
(30 credits)

Dissertation
The dissertation can either take the form of a traditional 
dissertation or a detailed project associated with a placement. It will 
provide students with a skills base by means of integrated research 
methods training. (60 credits)

The Master of Civic Design, 2009
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To analyse how the 
curriculum has 
changed, we use 
Gordon Stephenson’s 
three types of skill, 
plus contextual studies 
and research
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The University has developed a unique partnership with one of 
the top Chinese universities, Xi’an Jiao Tong University, in 
creating a new XJTLU university campus in Suzhou. From 2009 
onwards an innovative undergraduate degree in City 
Development will be taught jointly in Liverpool and in China.



The 
Exhibition...


