
Richard was introduced by Robin Harper MSP
who urged the audience to read Walter
Stephen’s recently published book ‘A Vigorous
Institution. The Living Legacy of Patrick
Geddes.’ Robin welcomed the Geddes series
of lectures and Richard Wakeford’s contribution
in exploring the significance of Geddes’s
innovative philosophy on sustainable
development and quality of life. He noted the
need to follow Geddes in finding new
interpretations and new images that would
influence people’s perceptions and actions.
Creating new visions and changing mindsets
were both vital elements in policy and planning
at all levels.

Ecological approach

In his presentation, Richard Wakeford
challenged the planning profession to provide
leadership and to identify appropriate levers in
creating and achieving a new vision for a
sustainable world. Geddes’s deceptively simple
model of the Valley Section with its emphasis
on an ecological approach to planning was
Richard’s starting point. This early example of a
systems approach helped to identify where
efforts could be effective in achieving change.
Geddes’s emphasis on the interdependence of
folk, work and place and on engagement with
these factors through human co-operation and
understanding remained valid today in
discussing planning’s role in addressing issues
of climate change.

Richard had found inspiration in the writings of
Ian McHarg whose book ‘Design with Nature’
written in the late 1960s provided early
examples of strategic environmental
assessment, the greening of cities and
ecological approaches to river basin planning.
Writings by Lewis Mumford, Ann Whiston Spirn
and William Cronon were also sources of
inspiration, providing a continuum of ideas
reaching back to Geddes and forward through
the concept of the humane metropolis in the
search for green, healthy, sociable, civic and
inclusive living environments.

Legislation

Richard urged planners to seize the
opportunities presented by the new planning
legislation, to develop a visionary approach to
planning; to seek integration across policy
areas; to develop a strong plan led system of
which communities could be proud; and to
engage people and developers early in the
process. These were all critical levers in
encouraging sustainable development and
required effective and enthusiastic
communication to be influential.

Richard considered that at the heart of such an
approach was the need to find
transformational as well as technical solutions.
He outlined elements of a plan for action
including developing realistic plans; setting
strategic objectives and considering spatial
implications of all policies; closer consideration

of aspects of health and quality of life in the
planning system; and recognising that the real
point of influence was in changing the
mindsets of people and their behaviours.

Discussion

Richard’s presentation stimulated some wide
ranging and philosophical discussion. Could
we name any inspirational planners? Who had
inspired individual members of the audience?
How might we achieve a new visionary
paradigm and what would this look like? How
might we give more emphasis to aspects of
health and quality of life in planning? How
might we inspire new councillors and refresh
community planning at the local level? Would a
minority government provide us with the ideal
opportunity to focus on consensus and
consultation and on mindsets and behaviours,
rather than on legislation and taxation?

There were some signs of hope. The
National Planning Framework provides us with
an opportunity to consider spatial aspects
across all policy areas; more emphasis is being
given to greenspace in cities and towns; and
we do have greater understanding of the
health benefits of good environments.
However, we have the huge and imminent
impacts of climate change to address. Richard
Wakeford concluded that the urgency of our
response could not be underestimated.

The full text of the lecture will shortly be on the
Institute’s website at www.scotland.rtpi.org.uk
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The fourth Sir Patrick Geddes Commemorative Lecture was given on Wednesday 6th June 2007 at the
Royal Society of Edinburgh by Richard Wakeford, Director-General Environment at the Scottish Executive.

Richard Wakeford

JOINING UP PLANNING MEANS BEING PART OF A HUGE PORTFOLIO
If one ignores the “finance” part of his portfolio for “Finance and Sustainable Growth”, the relatively
simple label of “sustainable growth” nevertheless incorporates the most multifaceted portfolio of
any minister since devolution. Such is the new responsibility of Cabinet Secretary John Swinney
under the minority SNP administration.

While land use planning is but a small part, the inclusion of transport, infrastructure, climate
change, and the economy, in particular, provides an opportunity for the kind of joined up planning
that seemed so far away before planning reform gained its momentum in Scotland. The Junior
Minister charged with transport, infrastructure and climate change (and planning is in there
somewhere, too) is Stewart Stevenson.

The Institute has welcomed these appointments and the clear indication of a joined up approach to
planning, starting with the development of the vital role played by the National Planning Framework.
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One of the most important recent developments in
Scottish planning has been the establishment of the Sir
Patrick Geddes Commemorative Lecture. Unlike the
rush and hurly-burly of the modernisation of the
planning system, the Geddes lecture is an occasion for
taking the long view; for contemplating where we’ve got
to and where we’re going; and for drawing inspiration
for the journey.

There’s nothing else quite like it – a goodly number of planners
and non-planners gathering to hear, and to critically question, a
distinguished speaker thinking aloud on a topic of their own
choosing.

It is worth looking at what is emerging from the Geddes
lectures. In 2004, Jonathon Porrit felt that there is now so little
radicalism and holistic thinking of Patrick Geddes left in
contemporary planning practice as to cause the father of town
planning to disown it altogether. Nevertheless, Jonathon Porrit
was inspirational in challenging us to raise our game.

A year on, and Raymond Young drew three lessons – the
centrality of the regeneration process; promoting good
architecture and design; and sustainability is not just about
economics. He, too, urged us to up our game, not just as
professionals but as citizens.

Professor Greg Lloyd wondered, in 2005, what had happened
to the concept of public interest in a self-centered age, and
saw a need to re-assert, to re-discover the public interest, to
define what we want for society at large and how land use
planning can go out and achieve it.

This year, Richard Wakeford saw that planners can change
mindsets, and sees the opportunity for inspiration and vision in
the new plan-led system.

Greg Lloyd also spoke of “planning wizards” – Patrick Geddes,
Jane Jacobs and JK Galbraith. Richard Wakeford added
Ebenezer Howard, Lewis Mumford and Ian McHarg.

Such is the spell of Geddes that I’d like to add to that list of
wizards Jonathon Porrit, Raymond Young, Greg Lloyd and
Richard Wakeford. No doubt you could add many more.

So if you feel that your nose is too close to the grindstone, your
back too close to the wall, have a look at these lectures. You’ll find
them on the RTPI website, in the Scotland section. It takes about
20 minutes to realise that you are in a worthwhile profession. It
might even bring a ray of sunshine into the day job.

Alistair Stark

Any comments to secconvenor@rtpi.org.uk

We are entering very exciting
and challenging times in
Scottish planning. Right now it
seems like the calm before the
storm as the new Scottish
Cabinet Secretaries, new
MSPs and new councillors in
local government settle in to
their respective roles and we
await the next round of
consultations on the
implementation of the
Planning etc (Scotland) Act.
Clearly, I am not the only
person with a new and
challenging agenda to put in
place.

This edition of the Scottish
Planner sets out the new
objectives for government and
the new structures for
parliamentary scrutiny (page
7). The consensual approach
engendered by the needs of a
minority government would
probably have met with the
approval of Patrick Geddes
who used symbols of three
doves representing sympathy,
synthesis and synergy as his
own manifesto. The recent
Geddes lecture presented by
Richard Wakeford is
discussed in this edition (page
1) and stresses the
importance of communication

and integration in creating a
new visionary approach to
planning for sustainable
development.

The theme of new beginnings
is also evident in other
contributors to this edition in
discussing new RTPI networks
(page 7) and new alliances
between Planning Aid
Scotland and the Faculty of
Advocates. Geddes’s motto
Vivendo Discimus (By Living
We Learn) comes to mind in
the discussions of CPD (page
3) and in sharing good
practice programmes (page
9). Geddes would certainly
have approved of the creation
of the Centre for Chinese
Urban and Environmental
Studies (page 4). However, his
reaction to e-planning (page 8)
is perhaps slightly less
predictable. Lewis Mumford
once commented that tidying
up after Geddes was like
trying to put the contents of
Vesuvius back into the crater
after an eruption. We can only
hope that we are able to deal
with the forthcoming
secondary legislation in a
more planned and orderly
fashion.

Veronica Burbridge

By the time you read this column, I will have taken up my
new post as National Director of the RTPI in Scotland and
will be working from the main office in Melville Street. I
would like to express my own personal thanks to Graham
U’ren for everything he has done in providing such a
smooth transition for me, and for finding the time before he
left office to mastermind the structure and content of this
edition of the Scottish Planner.“Planners

can change
mind sets”
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� July
Dumyat Countryside Walk
Braes of Doune Wind farm

Central Chapter events
to be confirmed. Contact
central.scotland@rtpi.org.uk

� 13 July
EIA and SEA as design tools

Event organised by IAIA and ICE, in
association with Historic Scotland at
Edinburgh Castle. Contact Historic
Scotland. Email william.kidd@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk

� 25 – 27 July
People, Power and Poverty: the role of
communities in shaping places

The 8th national regeneration
convention, University of
Loughborough. Contact Emma Tozer,
ROOMatRTPI, 020 7929 9489
Email emma.tozer@rtpi.org.uk

� August
Archaeology at Antonine Wall
and Kinneil

Central Chapter event
to be confirmed
Contact central.scotland@rtpi.org.uk

� September
Flood Protection and Bo’ness
Harbour Development

Central Chapter event
to be confirmed
Contact central.scotland@rtpi.org.uk

� 14 September
The Ball

RTPI in Scotland’s inaugural ball,
Roxburghe Hotel, Edinburgh
Contact RTPI Conferences
Email services@rtpi
conferences.co.uk

� 16 November
RTPI in Scotland annual conference

Details to be announced
Contact RTPI in Scotland
Email scotland@rtpi.org.uk

Conference Diary and
training events 2007

Information on all events is listed on our
website at www.rtpi.org.uk/item/602/
23/5/3.html

Scotland’s salmon farmers will receive a
significant boost in confidence if they are
awarded planning approval for the long-term,
according to Sid Patten, Chief Executive of
Scottish Salmon Producers’ Organisation
(SSPO). He cautiously welcomes the transfer
of planning powers to local authorities, which
was covered in the last issue of Scottish
Planner, and hopes that the new regime would
provide for accessible and permanent planning
permission, the benefits of which would give
enormous confidence to the industry, providing
security and encouraging further investment
into many remote, coastal communities.

Noting that the development of the industry
must be based on sound science, Patten says
that, as the body of scientific research
expands, there is an increasingly clear picture
of the low impact and high quality of the fish
farming industry and the planning regime must
be encouraged to reflect this. He believes it is
time that salmon farming is recognised as a
modern, responsible industry and that it is
afforded the same benefits enjoyed by land-
based industries.

Industry concerns

However, SSPO is concerned that permissions
of all existing sites are to be reviewed. Patten
points out that all fish farms have been subject
to the appropriate assessment by the then
competent authority and, in particular, all post-
1999 sites have been subject to a full
Environmental Impact Assessment. As such,
he believes that they should be regarded as
already having planning consent and should
not be required to revisit previous decisions.

The SSPO is also concerned that local
authorities will not have the appropriate levels
of resource and expertise, given that planning
departments will have to come to terms with
new legislation for land-based industries at the
same time as taking on the new responsibilities
for the marine environment. Patten feels the
inclusion of the fish farming industry in the
planning process will create an additional
workload for local authorities, and it is
important that they are equipped with the
necessary skills and resources to enact these
new responsibilities. A careful, measured
approach will be required to ensure the short
and long-term viability of the industry.

Constructive talks

SSPO met with Councillors and planning
representatives from the West Coast and
Western and Northern Isles during the course
of last year, and the trade organisation is
already planning the next phase of meetings
having recently invited local authority
representatives to visit a farm to highlight the
importance of the industry to the local
economy and the key areas of concern.

Patten says that a key factor in securing high
quality employment in rural communities is to
provide the right conditions to secure UK and
international investment, and the
implementation of the planning powers will be
a crucial element in achieving this.

The SSPO is looking forward to having more
constructive talks with elected representatives
and planning officials over coming months.

If you would like to visit a local salmon farm,
contact spatten@scottishsalmon.co.uk.

New powers could provide
boost for coastal
communities

Sid Patten, head of the salmon farming trade organisation, believes that the transfer
of planning powers for fish farms to local authorities could provide a major boost for
remote, coastal communities but cautions that a careful, measured approach is
required to ensure the short and long-term viability of the industry.

Sid Patten: permanent planning will
encourage further investment.
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On 3 May the new Scottish Centre for
Chinese Urban and Environmental Studies
(SCCUES) was inaugurated as part of
Heriot-Watt University’s School of the Built
Environment in association with RTPI
Scotland, Edinburgh City Council and four
other Scottish professional bodies. The
inaugural reception was attended by John
Henderson, Head of the International
Division of the Scottish Executive; Roy
Cross, Director of the British Council
Scotland; Mr Feng Jun, Vice Consul of the
Consulate General of the People’s Republic
of China in Edinburgh; Andrew Holmes,
Director of City Development, The City of
Edinburgh Council; Graham U’ren, Director,
RTPI Scotland. Peter James and Simon
Roberry from RTPI Midland Branch also
attended the launch event.

SCCUES aims to provide and foster
academic, professional and governmental
exchanges between Scotland and China
leading to long-term mutual benefit to the
people of both countries. It will provide an
interdisciplinary and inter-professional forum
to promote academic and professional
exchanges; develop research on urban and
environmental management issues; and
facilitate postgraduate research and training
in Scotland and China.

SCCUES will also hold occasional seminars
and organise international workshops and
conferences on important urban and
environmental topics related to Scotland
and China. It maintains a network for
exchange of ideas and research findings
between Scottish and Chinese academic

New centre to boost Planning
Exchange between Scotland and China

institutions, will play host to visiting academics,
professionals, and officials from China, and will
provide services to Scottish businesses and
communities through background information
and translation.

The School of Built Environment at Heriot-Watt
University has a strong interest in urban and
environmental changes in China. Academic staff
in the School have conducted many research
projects on Chinese cities over the last 20 years,
including comparative study of land use planning
practice in Edinburgh and its twin city Xi’an,
social and spatial impacts of urban and housing
reform, migration, problems and prospects of
high-rise living, urban redevelopment and
community regeneration. The School also
established research partnerships with many
leading Chinese educational, professional and
government bodies.

For further information and joining the network,
please contact Dr Ya Ping Wang, Director,
Scottish Centre for Urban and Environmental
Studies at School of the Built Environment,
Heriot Watt University, Edinburgh EH14 4AS,
Tel 0131-451-4456 or e-mail:
ya_ping.wang@hw.ac.uk, or the website at
www.sbe.hw.ac.uk/sccues

China’s rapid economic reform and growth over the past three decades have
brought dramatic changes to the built environment and revolutionised the living
conditions of a large proportion of Chinese people. But economic growth and
urbanisation have also brought some serious social and environmental problems.
Scotland, with well developed urban policies and town planning system, can
provide valuable assistance to Chinese policymakers and professionals.

The eleventh Scottish Awards for Quality in Planning have been
launched with nominations invited under the categories of:

DEVELOPMENT PLANS

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT

DEVELOPMENT ON THE GROUND

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

The Awards are run by the Scottish Executive in association with
the RTPI and aim to raise the profile of good practice. They are
open to anyone, including local authorities, consultants,

developers, voluntary organisations and community groups.

Application forms and further details can be obtained from the
Scottish Executive, by emailing saqp2007@scotland.gsi.gov.uk or
phoning 0131 244 7543. Copies can also be downloaded form
the Scottish Executive’s website at
www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/05/09093041/1 .

The closing date is 29th August 2007, and applications should be
returned this year to:

SAQP, Planning Division, Area 2-H, Victoria Quay,
Edinburgh EH6 6QQ

SCOTTISH AWARDS 2007

The inaugural reception in May.
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Architecture and Design Scotland (A+DS) has been in existence for over two years. How has it been
taking up its task as the nation’s champion for good architecture, design and planning in the built
environment? While its first year focused on getting established and transforming design review,
its second saw an expansion of the Board, clarification of its governance, and extension of its range
of activities.
Informing our work have been two general
areas of priority: public buildings, and thriving
communities – the former including
education and health buildings; the latter
housing and urban realm. In addition, retail
development and infrastructure have
emerged as important areas of investment
with significant impact.

Design Review – our exposure to current
development work – has been taken around
the country, engaging with local planning
teams, reviewing the planning issues
pertinent to that area. While the majority of
the meetings occur in the central belt, about
a third have been outwith that. Meetings
have been varied to allow a set of formats
from formal to more conversational, yet still
providing advice based on the expertise of
the Board and staff. However, even looking
at as many as 80 or so projects per year is
still touching only a tiny fragment of what is
actually being proposed. Of course, Design
Review occurs late in the development
process, and an increasing proportion of this
work is now at pre-planning application
stage, which assists more constructive
exchanges – although also requiring greater
confidentiality. This year we will be looking at
the outcomes of our advice and assessing
its impact.

Enabling

Helping clients and promoters of projects at
the outset is one manifestation of Enabling.
As well as assisting on a mix of smaller
projects across the country, ranging from
education to sports and housing, the
Enabling team have embarked on two 3 year
programmes, with NHSScotland and the
Urban Regeneration Companies, both
supported by the Scottish Executive. Other
activities include contributions to a PAN on
Masterplanning, with case studies on a new
A+DS website due for launch this summer;
providing a framework to LGIS for design-
related training; and working with local
authorities wishing to advance their own
design initiatives. Occasionally, A+DS may
refer a scheme to the Scottish Executive for
potential notification, although it has not
happened yet – quite!

Looking ahead, the big changes envisaged
by the Planning Act pose significant
questions – and potential opportunities - for
A+DS to address. For example, how best
should design be embedded in national
policy, or assessed in major projects? How
can A+DS best assist local planning
authorities with the Development Plans
programme, and what kind of workload
could it entail? Should A+DS have a role in
advancing community engagement in the
plan-making process – and, if so, what and
how? More particularly, what can A+DS do
to support appropriate supplementary
planning guidance to underpin good design
and place making? How can local planning
authorities be encouraged to adopt the
leadership role in a more pro-active system
of planning, with design at its heart?

While there will be many answers to such
questions, A+DS has to determine where it
can be most effective, and use its resources
– primarily the skills of its 24-strong Board,
and dozen or so staff – most efficiently. This
calls for some strategic thinking.

Design

‘Design’ – the D in the name of A+DS is
principally about urban design and the
design of buildings. But design also implies a
process, as well as a product – a process
involving multiple skills, finding solutions in an
elegant way to many factors, some of which
may be in tension. This requires skill and
judgement, applied through an iterative
process, testing options, learning from them,
drawing in ideas from various sources… If
this all sounds familiar, that should not be

surprising. Planning, as an active forward-
looking process, has the same
characteristics; it can, and should be a
creative act. Design and planning can exhibit
similar characteristics – the exercise of the
imagination.

To be effective in communicating potential
futures, options have somehow to be
visualized, if a wider community of interests
is to be engaged. Planning in terms solely of
land use can often appear remote – and
needs translated into the visual language of
place-making. The tools are available to
achieve this, as are the skills; the test will be
whether, as communities, we can find the
wherewithal to lead these discussions and
share ideas, early enough to set the
parameters within which the market can
then deliver.

These are substantial challenges! There are
some grounds for being optimistic, however.
There is pressure for growth, and investment
in property remains substantial; there is an
awareness that to achieve change and
envision the future, political leadership is
required; and efforts are being made to raise
the level of the sets of skills needed to deliver
successful places. And places which are
sustainable. The March 2007 consultation on
Statutory Guidance on Planning Sustainable
Development has strongly emphasised the
role of Design in delivering quality, as part of
a move towards holistic planning.

A+DS looks forward to contributing to such
objects in the years ahead.

Sebastian Tombs, Chief Executive of
Architecture and Design Scotland

A+DS builds
on success

NEW WEB PORTAL FOR CONSTRUCTION SECTOR
The Scottish Construction Centre has established a web portal
which will act as a ‘one-door enquiry service’.
The Centre aims to engage with the Scottish construction sector to develop and deliver
knowledge transfer and encourage best practice and improve research.

The Centre, formerly known as the Scottish Construction Innovation and Excellence
Centre, is a consortium based initiative funded by Scottish Enterprise.

The web portal is at www.scocon.org
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However, this project is much more than
creating a path. A website, co-funded with
the North Sea Cycle Project, –
www.northseatrail.org – holds over 1200
articles on items of heritage interest near
the Trail. Networks on the uses of de-
manned lighthouses, the rediscovery of
drove roads, tourism events and
opportunities to develop related
commercial activities allowed the sharing
of best practice among Partners. A
schools’ network was set up in some
communities to promote contact between
pupils in areas where path work or local
heritage interpretation was undertaken.

Delivering the project

With such a large group of Partners and
the need for clear guidance on eligible
expenditure, VAT etc and differing
legislation, some of the technical work
took place at regional consortia level with
major work themes agreed at 4-day
transnational meetings every 6 months. All
partners were represented at all these
meetings. Many of these meetings took
place at inspirational places with
presentations being both technical and
visionary. With around 100 planners,
access officers, path designers,
archaeologists, rangers, business and
tourist development experts at these
meetings, there was no shortage of
experience or expertise to commission
specialist activity. That many of these
meetings took place at weekends is
testimony to their stamina and
commitment along with the pleasure of
learning from and listening to fellow
professionals. Between these sessions,
the Partners met in consortia as did two
expert groups, one to manage the website
and develop its content, with the other
concentrating on business development
and marketing.

Achievements

What has been achieved? Over 4000km of
paths have been identified and waymarked
(with a sloping “N”), a website where the
route is mapped beside many interesting

articles on the cultural connections
between the communities of the North Sea
coast. Existing local and national trails
became part of the route. The first Sunday
in September was designated as North
Sea Trail Day. Each year, the celebrations
have included path openings, guided
walks and culinary events using local sea
food.

Finally, a partnership is about people at all
levels, in local communities, in voluntary
groups and involving professionals and
politicians. The Partners` staff development
programme will have been enriched not
only resulting in enhanced competence
but also in helping to break down any
internal barriers between staff groups.

Remaining work

The Trail is not continuous in places, due
to the scale and length of the coastline of
some partners. Another four years might
complete the Trail with EU funds, an
unlikely scenario, so completion will take
longer. Local communities were keen to be
involved, but this does take time for
agreement. Some Partners used the
project to embed the Trail into their
strategies and policy documents. The

potential to include this Trail, with others,
in the next National Planning Framework
lies with the Scottish Executive. Although
this project is now being finalised, a new
EU Programme beckons, “ Objective 3.”
Learn the new jargon of “Lisbon”
(innovation to achieve sustainable
economic growth) and “Gothenburg.”
(safeguarding the natural and cultural
heritage)

It was a great project to manage with new
friendships established and new and
wonderful places visited. The willingness of
those involved to work together despite
the frustration with the administration
never flagged. We started off as a group of
professional colleagues but ended the
project as a group of friends. To sample
the North Sea Trail visit the website
www.northseatrail.org, Choose your route,
and get out there. You know walking is
good for your health and well-being. Keep
looking for the special “N” sign on the Trail
and you know you will be on the EU
approved pathway to knowledge, fitness,
and happiness.

Allan Garvie
Nortrail Project Director

Nortrail
– CREATING THE NORTH SEA TRAIL
The vision of a pathway celebrating the rich culture of the coastal communities around the North Sea came from Hordaland

County Council in Norway, as a 5 Partner pilot Interreg IIC project. In 2003, a start was made following approval of a 7.5 million

euro bid for support under the EU Interreg IIIB programme. Aberdeenshire Council, as lead partner, persuaded 19 – later to

become 26 – Partners from seven nations to join together to create The North Sea Trail.

North Sea Trail Day – North
Jutland Style – 2006. Ten local
Mayors cut the ribbon to open
their part of the North Sea Trail.
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Alex Salmond MSP set out his government’s priorities on
23rd May, noting that the first strategic priority is to see a
change in the culture of politics in Scotland and to move
towards a more consensual approach. The detailed
partnership programme for government, which we have
grown used to during the past two parliaments, has been
replaced by a simple statement of five objectives: a
wealthier and fairer Scotland; a healthier Scotland; a safer
and stronger Scotland; a smarter Scotland and a greener
Scotland. Cabinet secretaries have led debates in
Parliament on the development of those objectives but the
detail remains open to debate, consensus building and
speculation.

The overarching priority of the Government is faster and more
sustainable economic growth in Scotland. However, as the SNP
Manifesto explained, ‘sustainable growth’ must include the whole
society and not come at the expense of our environment.
Standards of ‘solidarity, cohesion, and sustainability ‘ have been
proposed as ‘golden rules’ for Scottish economic growth requiring
the SNP Government to focus on the social and environmental
quality of growth. There is also the promise of further devolution

with an intended smaller Government taking strategic decisions
and detailed management of services and local decisions left to
delivery bodies, local decision makers, and workers at the front line.

Parliamentary scrutiny of the Executive’s policy proposals will be
undertaken by eight Mandatory Committees (Audit; Equal
Opportunities; European and External Relations; Finance;
Procedures; Public Petitions; Standards and Public Appointments;
and Subordinate Legislation) and seven Subject Committees
(Economy, Energy and Tourism; Education, Lifelong Learning and
Culture; Health and Sport; Justice; Local Government and
Communities; Rural Affairs and Environment; and Transport,
Infrastructure and Climate Change.

Planning falls within the remit of the Local Government and
Communities Committee ‘To consider and report on (a) the
financing and delivery of local government and local services and
planning; and (b) housing, regeneration, anti-poverty measures and
other matters (apart from sport) falling within the responsibility of
the Minister for Communities and Sport’. The Convener of the
Local Government and Communities Committee will be a member
of the Labour Party and the Deputy Convener will be a member of
the Scottish National Party. Members have been named as:
Alasdair Allan, Bob Doris, Kenneth Gibson (Deputy Convenor),
Johann Lamont, David McLetchie, Michael McMahon, Duncan
McNeil (Convenor), and Jim Tolson. The Committees are time
tabled to meet twice before the summer recess. This provides a lull
before parliamentary business begins in earnest in the autumn.

The calm before the storm

A New Network for Rural Planning

the first three weeks of the third Scottish Parliament

Rural areas face a wide range of
challenges and opportunities which
planners, local communities, government,
agencies and others must address. Issues
such as affordable housing, design in the
countryside, landscape planning,
managing requirements for infrastructure
and renewable energy and meeting the
aspirations for our National Parks will be
high on the agenda for the Network.

The Network will help to disseminate
knowledge and understanding, promote
good practice and raise awareness of rural
issues. By attracting members from
across the UK and elsewhere, it aims to
broaden and enhance discussion and
provide a firm foundation for policy
development. By sharing experience and

providing mutual support, the Network will
encourage and enable members to learn
from each other and avoid policy or
practice being developed in isolation.

The weekly e-bulletin will play a key role
for the Network and this will rely on
members providing information as well the
input of the network manager. Members
will also be able to use the bulletin as a
discussion forum and to request advice or
help on any specific issue.

As well as giving the opportunity to
exchange experience and influence policy,
the Network will host seminars and
workshops on areas of interest to
members, spot emerging issues,
recommend priorities for research,

recommend action to develop spatial
planning in rural areas and provide an
information resource for members. How
the Network operates and develops will
reflect the priorities of its members.

The launch of the Rural Planning Network
is an exciting development for all those
involved in planning for rural areas in
Scotland bringing opportunities to
influence key decisions and to support
planning and planners.

The Network’s website is now live at
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/rural_planning_netw
ork/. To join or to find out more please
email the network manager, Rhian
Brimble, on rhian.brimble@rtpi.org.uk

The Rural Planning Network was launched at the recent RTPI Planning Convention. The Network will bring
together professionals from across the UK and beyond, members and non-members, interested in planning
issues affecting rural communities, provide a forum and give a clear and effective voice for everyone with an
interest in rural planning.
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RTPI in Scotland’s new website now includes policy discussion papers and
information on task groups in its members’ area.

The RTPI launched its redesigned website earlier this year which allows users to sign up
for a members’ only area and join a directory, offering the opportunity to network with
other members. The members’ area includes access to employment advice, consultancy
information as well as information for each region and nation.

RTPI in Scotland’s webpages are now included in the Institute’s overall site, but can still
be accessed through its address at
www.scotland.rtpi.org.uk. The pages
include information on chapters, Scottish
Planner, responses to policy consultations
and other events happening in Scotland.

The website will continue to be developed
over the next few months to include more
information in the members’ area and
hopefully a discussion forum in the near
future.

Members can register online by going to
the RTPI site at www.rtpi.org.uk and
following the link on the home page.

Our programme is focused on driving
efficiencies across the planning system and
delivering a consistently high level of service
to citizens and business. The technical
solutions delivered by the Programme will
help to achieve this by facilitating the
transition from a paper-based process to
electronic service delivery. Our business
change activity will support standardisation
and the sharing of best practice.

In order to achieve this, the Programme is
divided into five distinct projects and work is
well underway on all five. We have adopted a
partnership approach to the design,
development and implementation of all 5
projects solutions. The partnership is led by
the Executive’s Planning Division and
includes all 32 Scottish planning authorities,
the two National Park authorities, Scottish
Executive Inquiry Reporters Unit (SEIRU) and
a number of statutory consultees including
Scottish Natural Heritage, Historic Scotland,
Scottish Water, Transport Scotland and
Scottish Environment Protection Agency.

The purpose of each of the five projects is
outlined below:

Online Applications and Appeals (OAA):
an online service that provides consistent
and easy to use forms to submit planning
applications and appeals. The intelligent
forms will save staff time and communication
costs by reducing the failure rate of
applications during validation, reducing
payment processing costs, removing the
need for scanning hardcopies of plans into
online planning information systems and
speeding up the processing of applications.

Online Planning Information Systems
(OPIS): will allow citizens, agents and
consultees to view planning applications
(including the associated architects’
drawings) and track them through the
planning process online. This capability
reduces the need for end users to telephone
for updates on an application and for
planning authorities to photocopy
applications and send them to internal and
external consultees and community groups.

Online Local Plans (OLP): will significantly
improve the internal efficiency of local plan
preparation and production. This will be
achieved by enhancing Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) and leveraging
proven best practices. By providing an online
local plan mapping service, architects,
developers, citizens and community groups

can interact with the local plan process more
effectively. It will enable users to carry out
site specific queries in addition to viewing the
local plan map online.

Expert systems: will answer most
commonly asked questions such as “do I
need planning permission?” and send email
confirmation of the outcome. Such systems
can reduce the number of routine calls that
planning officers receive by having users self
serve online, or talk to administrative staff in
the first instance who can use the expert
system to ask the appropriate questions.

eConsultation: will facilitate the transition
from paper to electronic consultation on
planning applications and standardise the
processes between planning authorities and
external consultees. This will be achieved
through a simple decision tree that will
provide consistency on when an application
needs to be sent to a particular consultee,
and nationwide standards for transactions
between planning authorities and consultees
in the planning process.

Each of our projects is supported by a
working group comprising representatives

from our 32 planning authorities and
statutory consultees, and is being lead by a
dedicated Project Manager from the central
Scottish Executive programme team. We are
making significant advancements in each of
the projects: we are currently evaluating the
tenders submitted for the OAA project which
will result in a supplier appointment in
August, our evaluation team has identified a
longlist of possible suppliers for the provision
of the OPIS solutions, and we are waiting for
the market to express interest in the OLP
project.

The central Programme Team would like to
express thanks to the project managers in
our partner organisations for their continued
engagement, hard work and support, which
forms the foundation for the success of this
programme.

Fiona Young, Scottish Executive

Additional information about this
programme can be obtained from
the central programme team through
ePlanning@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.

Scotland’s Online
Planning System
As we enter into the summer months the ePlanning team at the Scottish Executive, and our partners across Scotland
are continuing to work together to drive forward the E-Planning Efficient Government Programme using a structured,
consultative and transparent approach.

Log in and find out



9

Scottishplanner JULY 2007

Biodiversity
and Planning
– sharing best practice

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH)
has recently commissioned Heriot-
Watt University to undertake
research into the skills and
competencies of planning
authorities to deliver their natural
heritage duties.

The research will help SNH to determine
how best it can support colleagues in
planning authorities to protect and
enhance the natural heritage through
the planning system. It builds on the
recent study by the Improvement
Service on skills in planning authorities
in the context of the Planning
Development Programme. Although that
study did not consider the natural
heritage as a whole, it asked specifically
about nature conservation and found
that many planners rate competence in
nature conservation matters as
important, but feel they need to develop
their competence further in this area.

The SNH study will focus on
competences required by planning
authorities to fulfil their duties across the
full range of natural heritage matters:
not only nature conservation, but also
landscape protection and enhancement,
countryside access, and enjoyment and
understanding of the natural heritage.
The output of the research will be an
action plan for the delivery of training
and development opportunities in the
natural heritage.

As part of the study, the researchers will
need to survey or interview a sample of
local authority planning managers, front
line planning officers, natural heritage
specialists and elected members across
all 34 local authorities. We hope that
this study will be of value to planners in
responding to the modernisation
agenda and in delivering sustainable
development, including the role of the
natural heritage in underpinning
economic development and securing
social well-being.

Planners’ contribution to this project will
be invaluable in shaping the future
provision of natural heritage related
training. If you would like to discuss it
further, please contact Zoë Kemp
(zoe.kemp@snh.gov.uk, tel 01738
458588).

Stewart Halkett,
Head of
Development
Services at The
Moray Council,
opened the
session and
reminded us of
the challenges

planners face: the new planning system and
the pressures of modernisation; the recent
changes throughout Scottish politics; an
increasingly empowered public; and
delivering sustainable development. Stewart
described planners in their role as managers
of these competing challenges, trying to
strike a balance. He highlighted the need for
appropriate skills and a joint working
approach, concluding with a vision of the
planning system which delivers high quality
environments through partnership, by
planners fully equipped with the right range
of skills.

Biodiversity

Next we heard from Mike Oxford, Project
Officer at the Association of Local
Government Ecologists (ALGE). Mike
introduced us to biodiversity and the key
legislation in place to protect it. He
highlighted the diversity in experience,
qualifications and confidence between
different authorities in making decisions
affecting biodiversity. Mike then introduced
proposals for the biodiversity tool kit, which
he has been developing with funding from
SNH and Natural England. The tool kit will
be fronted by a virtual landscape of features
encountered by planners, with an array of
information available behind to help
planners make decisions. The toolkit will be
available from the end of the financial year
and Mike is seeking input from local
authorities to ensure the final product is fit
for purpose. If you would like further
information, please contact him at:
michaeloxford@btinternet.com.

Participants then joined workshops lead by
The Moray Council, Aberdeenshire Council
and SNH staff to look at appropriate

assessment of development plans or the
processes involved in dealing with European
Protected Species casework and how
authorities are dealing with these
challenges. The workshops investigated
examples of how Authorities have tried to
address these issues and clearly highlighted
the range of planners’ experience and some
divergence in their approaches. Brief site
visits to the River Spey Special Area of
Conservation and to an active bat roost
illustrated some of the main points from the
morning’s sessions.

Discussion

In the plenary session participants
discussed issues ranging from the
usefulness of local record centres, where
they exist, to recognition that formal pre-
application discussions would be useful in
early identification of issues – recognising
that biodiversity is a strong mechanism for
getting communities involved in the
development process. Participants
welcomed the development of a
standardised planning application form and
called for it to include biodiversity issues.

The session also resulted in a couple
of pleas:

• there was a concern that the quality of
environmental data is variable and there
is a need for more comprehensive
surveys – the Scottish Executive is asked
to consider making funds available;

• more guidance on appropriate
assessment of development plans was
requested;

• there is a perceived divergence between
the four countries in the UK in dealing
with biodiversity issues and a call was
made for a comparative study into
planning and biodiversity.

The event will be repeated on 26
September in the Falkirk area. Please
contact Zoe Kemp for more information
(zoe.kemp@snh.gov.uk, tel 01738 458588).

Zoë Kemp, Policy and Advice Officer,
Sustainable Use, Scottish Natural Heritage

30 planners and their colleagues took advantage of Scottish Natural Heritage’s
(SNH) Sharing Good Practice event in Elgin on 23 May to discuss biodiversity
and planning. The event gave planners a chance to share skills, consider new
and developing tools to help them make decisions affecting the natural heritage
and to network with colleagues facing similar challenges. Veronica Burbridge, the
RTPI Scottish Planning Policy Officer, chaired the day.

NATURAL
HERITAGE
SKILLS FOR
PLANNERS
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Working with devolution

Time for “State of the Plan” Reports?

The relationship between the
new planning White Paper for
England – Planning for a
Sustainable Future - and the
Scottish planning and decision
making system is, to say the
least, unclear. Unusually, the
White Paper does devote part
of its final chapter to devolution
and those worried that the UK
Government is set to announce
an end to the current system
will be reassured to know that
‘the current devolution
settlement works well and the
Government proposes that it
should continue.’ That’s a relief
– although it is slightly worrying
that civil servants even felt it
necessary to state this in a
planning document.

Beyond this reassurance this
section of the White Paper
could be summarised as
stating that this is a complex
issue and there are different
arrangements for different areas
of policy and that there are
overlaps. One clear statement
does avow, however, that the
Government intends that any
national policy statements for

air transport and for energy
would be developed for the
whole of Great Britain or the
UK as appropriate.

Proposed system

Here, of course, lies the rub.
We can forsee troubles ahead
both in the ways in which
policy is articulated and,
crucially, in the policy itself. The
White Paper has set out
proposals for a radical
alteration to the way in which
major infrastructure projects are
decided. The proposed system
seems to be simple.
Statements of national policy
would be prepared which
would be subject to
consultation, Parliamentary
scrutiny and Ministerial sign off.
Proposals would then be
prepared which themselves
would, by law, have to undergo
a consultation process. These
would then be determined by
the independent commission
with the understanding that if
they conformed to the agreed
policy line, then there would be

a presumption in favour of the
proposal. There would be no
referral back to Parliament or to
a Minister once the Commission
had made its decision.

In Scotland, work is progressing
fast on the new statutory
National Planning Framework –
work which involves not only
the articulation of policy but the
identification of specific national
projects with a different decision
making pattern to other
categories of development. Two
fundamental questions arise.
First, how can a UK wide policy
be stated if two very different
approaches are being used. Will
work on the NPF have to be
halted to accommodate the
longer time scale for the
‘English’ statements of national
policy? Will UK infrastructure
projects with direct impact on
Scotland, even if they are
located outside it, have to be
identified in the NPF? If the
statements of national policy
have to be locationally specific
– as they will in some cases –
will they cover locations in
Scotland?

Nuclear issue

The second question is even
more fundamental and is simply
illustrated by looking at the
example of nuclear power. UK
Government policy as stated by
the Prime Minister is broadly in
favour if the economics stack
up. In Scotland, on the other
hand, the new First Minister is
unequivocal. He told the
Scottish Parliament that, ‘I
want to see a Scotland that is
nuclear free – a Scotland that
uses its natural resources and
know-how to deliver clean and
secure energy supplies.’

However good the new
systems of national decision
making proposed in the new
White Paper and in the Scottish
Act are, we as planners cannot
hope to square such a policy
circle – and yet the White
Paper suggests we can.

Kelvin MacDonald is the
RTPI’s Director of Policy and
Research

We will soon have an impressive suite of
planning policy documents coming along –
the second National Planning Framework,
strategic development plans and local
development plans, all on a four or five year
renewal cycle. But it’s also worth having a
closer look at less formal policy instruments,
in the shape of Scottish Planning Policies
(SPP) and Supplementary Planning Guidance
(SPG).

First of all, it’s worth thinking of how the
various formal plans might link together, and
how they interlock with political timeframes.

National Planning Frameworks can be
expected, at least in draft form, early in the life
of each Parliament, and in final form within 18
months or so of an election.

Assuming that the NPF’s content is
reasonably predictable and uncontentious,

strategic development plans (and their rural
counterpart, the local development plan
“vision” statements) might follow in less than a
year. Then come the standard local
development plans, in yet another year or so.

Add these timescales up, and we can see
that the three main elements of the
development plan might fall into place about
three years after each election – and only one
year before the next!

Of course, it’s possible that very tight
management of a parallel preparation regime
might trim this timescale, but not by much, as
sequential adoption and constitution is
inevitable if consistency is to be achieved.
And if hard decisions are to be taken, delay is
unavoidable – so spilling into a new electoral
cycle is a distinct possibility. Inevitably, this will
tend to reduce the immediacy of the

important policy decisions that Councillors
must take. Under such a scenario, it will be
quite a challenge to maintain the average
Councillor’s respect for the development plan.

Supplementary Planning Guidance

At least part of the answer might lie in the
new section 22 of the Town and Country
Planning Scotland Act 1997. This allows
planning authorities to adopt, as part of the
development plan, supplementary planning
guidance in connection with strategic or local
development plans. Regulations will set down
the scope of SPG and the necessary
community participation. It will also be
possible to prepare non-statutory SPG if it
falls outside the scope of the regulations.

In some ways, SPG will be to strategic and

KELVIN MACDONALD LOOKS AT THE IMPACT OF THE WHITE PAPER ON SCOTLAND

The key to the modernised planning system lies in maintaining confidence in the guidance provided by the development plan.
It makes no sense to expect good decision-making on planning applications if the policies in place are not respected. Of
course, respect cannot be imposed – it has to be earned.
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local development plans as SPPs are to the
National Planning Framework. They can be
prepared (and presumably, revised) at any
time, and offer a flexible and fast-track route
to fleshing out details. The catch is that they
have to be connected to the parent plan,
and as we all know, no child should ever
contradict a parent.

So it will not be possible to use SPG to
short-circuit development plan processes,
any more than it is possible for SPPs to
short-circuit the National Planning
Framework.

The great advantage of SPG is that it can
become an alternative vehicle for much of the
detail that might otherwise clutter up strategic
and local development plans. Whilst this will
not reduce the energy devoted to addressing
major issues, it will clear the decks of some
clutter and consequently help speed up
adoption of the principal plans. Another
advantage is that SPG can be better tailored
to electoral cycles, and to the issues faced
by particular communities – whether
geographical or communities of interest. This
offers an opportunity to engage the interest
of stakeholders, including politicians, in a way
that’s difficult to achieve with the principal
plans.

Action Programmes

In another new provision of the Act, strategic
and local development plans will be
augmented by action programmes setting
out how the authority in question propose to
implement the plan. These will be on a two-
year cycle and kept under review. There’s
also a reference in the Act requiring
authorities to keep their plans “under
review”, although there’s no detail yet as to
how this might be achieved.

With a bit of careful management, both
these provisions might be turned to
advantage by drawing attention to the
principal plans on a regular basis, with some

emphasis on elements that stakeholders
might find relevant and interesting.

Drawing the Strands Together

Meanwhile, a constant stream of planning
applications will be doing its best to divert
attention from the wider, longer-term picture.
Distraction is almost inevitable if the
development plan scene is quiet, when the
temptation to afford less weight to policy is at
its strongest.

The trick will be to make best use of planning
applications as a source of feedback on
policy relevance, using the experience gained
to amass a solid body of evidence to
underpin the next review of the principal plans
and, where relevant, to help guide action
programmes and SPG.

There is a grave danger that all these strands
might seem disconnected. So has the time
come to think in terms of maintaining
stakeholders’ interest in the Development
Plan by drawing together action programmes,
supplementary planning guidance, plan
monitoring and the Development Plan
Scheme? I can see such a vehicle attracting
more interest than the separate components.
It would, of course need a catchy title – what
about “State of the Plan”?

Alistair Stark, Planning Mediator

SPGs could help to speed up
the process

“The great
advantage of SPG
is that it can become
an alternative vehicle
for much of the
detail that might
otherwise clutter up
strategic and local
development plans.”
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With its network of 138 planning
professionals Planning Aid for
Scotland helps community
organisations and members of the
public who often face a disadvantage
in getting access to information on
planning issues. Its aim is to explain
the technical aspects of the planning
system in a politically neutral way so
that members of the public can play a
meaningful part in planning decisions
by providing free initial telephone
advice to individuals, voluntary groups,
community groups, community
councils and residents.

The Faculty’s Free Legal Services Unit
provides help in deserving cases
where legal aid is not available and
access to justice might otherwise be
denied. More than 60 advocates,
including the most senior members of
the Bar, are members of the FLSU
which provided advice in the Farepak
Christmas Club case in which about
150,000 people lost a total of
£45million.

Petra Biberbach, Executive Director of
Planning Aid for Scotland, said: “I am
delighted to be joining forces with the

Free Legal Services Unit. We are now
able to deliver a comprehensive
service which will be of real value to
people, making the planning system
even more accessible.”

FLSU Chairman Stephen Woolman
QC, said: “Planning is an issue that
can have a huge effect on the lives of
individuals and communities and the
recent Planning (Scotland) Act
introduces fundamental changes to
Scotland’s planning system.

“Planning Aid for Scotland and the
Faculty have agreed to use our best
endeavours to establish, develop and
maintain an effective working
relationship which will share expertise
and resources for the benefit of people
affected by practical planning
concerns. It is important that we
complement and enhance, rather than
duplicate each other’s activities.”

The co-operation will include liaising
on responses to government
consultations, organising joint
community outreach activities, flagging
up planning inquiries and sharing client
information where this will be mutually
beneficial.

Faculty of
Advocates joins
forces with
Planning Aid
Planning Aid for Scotland is joining forces with the
Faculty of Advocate’s Free Legal Services Unit. In the
first of its kind of collaboration in the UK, a
memorandum of understanding has been drawn up
between the Faculty and Planning Aid for Scotland in
recognition of the fact that a number of the issues
faced by PAS fall within the legal and technical
expertise of advocates.

Members News

We would like to welcome the following members who
have recently joined RTPI in Scotland.

Corporate
Robin Campbell Jones Lang LaSalle
Christopher Miller DPP
Student
Callum Smith –

We would also like to welcome the following who have
recently been elected members of the Institute:

Corporate
Douglas Cameron North Ayrshire Council
Paul Christison Angus Council
Alison Donald East Ayrshire Council
Emma Greenaway Enviros Ltd
Gayle Hume Turley Associates Ltd
Emma Kirk GVA Grimley
Christine Macleod The Highland Council
Sarah Parkinson Loch Lomond National Park
Dr Harry Smith Heriot Watt University
Annmaree Wood Aberdeen City Council
Licentiate
Naomi Cunningham RPS Edinburgh
Matthew Easton Aberdeen city Council
Claire Fowler Keppie Planning
Grainne Lennon Edinburgh City Council
Finlay Martin Terence O’Rourke
Roger Tait Shetlands Islands Council
Student
John Doig University of Dundee
Claire Hamilton University of Glasgow
James Jamieson University of Dundee
Marie McKeogh Heriot Watt University
Technical
Jo-Anne Laidlaw City of Edinburgh Council

We are sorry to announce the recent deaths of Mr
Michael Stocks MRTPI and Mr Ian Duncan MRTPI.

RTPI IN SCOTLAND’S NEW
NATIONAL DIRECTOR
Veronica Burbridge took up the post of National
Director of the RTPI in Scotland on 2nd July 2007.

Veronica has worked on strategic
planning policy and research across
the public, private, academic and
voluntary sectors in Scotland. She
has worked for the RTPI since 2005
when she was appointed as the
Scottish Planning Policy Officer.
Prior to joining the RTPI, Veronica
worked for Scottish Natural

Heritage where she was responsible for relations with
the Scottish Parliament and developed guidance on
strategic environmental assessment. She is particularly
interested in continuing professional development and
has worked at a number of Scottish Universities and as
an Open University Tutor.

Veronica recently completed a LLM in Environmental
Law at Dundee University and holds a PhD in Town
and Country Planning from the Heriot Watt University.
She is married with two grown up children and in her
spare time enjoys gardening, yoga, textiles and
entertaining friends.
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Chapter News

WEST OF SCOTLAND
CHAPTER
Making connections in
remoter areas
The RTPI is keen for all members to have a
chance to get involved in their Chapter and to
have access to Chapter events. Not least,
this means that members see another return
on their subscriptions. It is recognised that
members in more remote areas do not enjoy
easy access to CPD events in places such as
Glasgow and the surrounding conurbation
towns. The West of Scotland Chapter would
like to help to redress this imbalance, so Ian
Angus, Convenor, West of Scotland Chapter
would like to hear from members who may
be interested in running or championing
events in their area.

The Chapter has organised events around the
region, however at the last Chapter
Committee we wondered if the limited
success beyond the core of the conurbation
was due to a top down approach. What we
need is someone local to act as a champion
for a local event or two which are relevant to
members in their area. The Chapter can offer
support and a modest sum of money is set
aside from our budget to assist such events,
hence this invitation to those members living
and working in the more remote parts of the
west of Scotland or elsewhere beyond the
conurbation.

Should you be a potential champion but are
located in areas where there aren’t many

planners, the Chapter is happy to encourage
multi-disciplinary events with others such as
architects, engineers, housing professionals
or landscape architects to give a critical
mass. The Committee will be happy to send
along a couple of representatives to provide
moral support and help boost numbers, not
to mention putting a personal face on the
West of Scotland Chapter.

Ian Angus would be delighted to hear from
potential Champions to discuss opportunities
at Ian.Angus@snh.gov.uk or phone 0141 951
0843

John Walls

HIGHLANDS AND
ISLANDS CHAPTER
The Highlands & Islands Chapter finally
reconvened in mid-April of 2007 after a long
sabbatical. This new incarnation of the
Chapter sees us blessed with a good
number of new faces, and the long period of
enforced rest seems to have reinvigorated
the Chapter; so much so that we launched
the Chapter’s events programme barely 10
days later.

The events programme kicked off on the
24th May in Inverness on the subject of
“Buildings at Risk: Problem Buildings,
Problem Owners?” with a local hero, the
Highland Council’s Conservation Architect
John Duncan. John regaled us with dark
tales of woe and graphic images of some of
the area’s most problematic buildings. John

left us with a plea for a more pro-active
approach to the conservation and
redevelopment of buildings at risk, including
actively finding 21st Century uses for our old
buildings as well as promoting, encouraging
and supporting the communities and
developers who wish to secure a future for
these buildings.

Our second event was a sneak-peak,
guided-tour of the Eden Court
redevelopment on the evening of the 6th
June. The architects – Page/Park – brought
us up to speed on the project, all the way
from its inception right up to the very latest
developments inside the new building,
including 2 dance/drama studios, 2 cinemas
and a 2nd theatre. See http://www.eden-
court.co.uk/re-development/gallery.php for
the latest pictures from this thoroughly
exciting and engaging project. Many thanks
go to Donna Chisholm (Eden Court) & David
Paton/Nicola Walls (Page/Park) for granting
us an audience with the new Eden Court and
making the event such a critically acclaimed
success.

Our third and final pre-summer-holiday event
is on 5th July entitled “Farr from the Madding
Crowd”, with Chapter members donning
their stout boots and waterproofs for a site
visit to Farr Windfarm.

If you would like to be included on the
chapter’s email network, contact
highlandsislands.scotland@rtpi.org.uk

Neil Huggan

Scottish Young Planners’
Group Newsletter
For those of you who delve in to your latest edition of Scottish
Planner with the anticipation of finding out the latest news from
the Scottish Young Planners’ Group, you will be disappointed.
The newsletter will now be distributed electronically via email
and be available via the RTPI website at
www.rtpi.org.uk/download/1681/SYPGnewsletter.pdf.

Research on residential
land availability
Glasgow University and the Elphinstone group have joined together
to provide a collaborative PhD Studentship which will look at
reconciling divergent views on the availability of residential
development land.

The research will aim to evaluate the housing land audit system in
Scotland, and propose common criteria that bridge ‘planning’ and
‘market’ assessments of development land which will be accepted
across the public and private sectors.

Further information is available from Dr Chris Leishman, Department
of Urban Studies, University of Glasgow, c.leishman@lbss.gla.ac.uk

At our recent June meeting the Trustees learnt that our
capital investments, on present values, now exceed
£25,000. This is a tribute to all those who have made
donations, whether through Gift Aid or contributing to
various fund raising activities at RTPI events. Recently
we are pleased that the Scottish Young Planners
Group has also contributed to our funds.

The next bursary will be our fifteenth; and any student on
a Scottish planning course is eligible to apply. It will be for
£1000 plus a sponsored place at an RTPI conference.
Details of this bursary will be advertised within the Scottish
Planning Schools in September with the application date
being Monday 22nd October 2007.

Anyone wishing to receive a copy of our Annual Report
and/or make donations to the Trust is welcome to
contact me.

Janet Brand, Hon Sec to Jim Boyack Memorial Trust
Email jimboyacktrust@aol.com

The Jim Boyack Memorial Trust

capital investments
of £25,000
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Policy Briefing

POLICY BULLETIN

Alex Salmond MSP was elected as
the First Minister by the Scottish
Parliament on 16th May. There are
six Cabinet Secretaries (including
the First Minister) and 10 Ministers.
Planning and the Inquiry Reporters
Unit come within the Finance and
Sustainable Growth portfolio for
which John Swinney MSP is the
Cabinet Secretary. There are two
Ministers within the portfolio, Jim
Mather MSP and Stewart
Stevenson MSP. Mr Stevenson is
the Minister for Transport,
Infrastructure and Climate Change,
and will be the lead Minister for
most planning issues, including
casework and the programme of
secondary legislation to implement
the Planning Act.

The organisational structure within
the Scottish Executive has also
changed to be aligned more closely
with the new Administration’s
objectives. The Scottish Executive
now has a Strategic Board
consisting of the Permanent
Secretary and five Directors General.
Each Director General has line
management responsibilities for a
grouping of Directorates which relate
broadly to a Cabinet Secretary’s
portfolio. The two Directorates of
Planning and SEIRU are part of DG
Economy and the Director General
is Andrew Goudie. The Inquiry
Reporters Unit is now known as the
Directorate for Planning and
Environmental Appeals and Planning
Division is now known as Planning
Directorate. The Divisions have also
been given new names: Planning
Modernisation and Co-ordination
(Tim Barraclough, Head of Division);
Planning Decisions (David
Fergusson, Head of Division); E-
planning, Planning Policy and North
(John McNairney, Head of Division);
and West Edinburgh Planning
Framework, Planning Policy and
East (Tom Williamson, Head of
Division).

In the Scottish Parliament the
following Subject Committees have
been established:

• Economy, Energy and Tourism

• Education, Lifelong Learning and
Culture

• Health and Sport

• Justice

• Local Government and
Communities

• Rural Affairs and Environment

• Transport, Infrastructure and
Climate Change.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS FROM
THE SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE

� Planning Advice Note 82 Local
Authority Interest Developments
This Planning Advice Note offers
advice to planning authorities, and
also to other interested parties, on
the expected standards of
assessment and scrutiny of
development plans where the local
authority has an interest.
Available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/176466/0049822.pdf

� SEDD Planning Circular 5/2007
Notification of Planning
Applications
This Circular provides guidance on
the circumstances in which
planning authorities must notify
Scottish Ministers where they
propose to grant planning
permission. It updates and
replaces the guidance previously
given in SODD Circular 4/1997.
Available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/176482/0049823.pdf

� Landfill Allowance Scheme
(Scotland) Regulations 2005 –
Scottish Executive Guidance:
March 2007
This is guidance provided by the
Scottish Executive to ensure a
smooth and transparent operation
of the Landfill Allowance
Scheme.The guidance is primarily
for local authorities and SEPA, but
will also be of interest to private
companies who provide waste
management services to local
authorities, and to landfill operators
who will have data reporting
obligations.
Available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/175799/0049507.pdf

� National Planning Framework –
Participation Statement
Preparation of the second National
Planning Framework (NPF2)
Participation Statement (Updated
March 07)
Available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/175273/0049416.pdf
Newsletter and feedback from
regional seminars available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/175269/0049415.pdf

� The National Planning
Framework and Strategic
Environmental Assessment
Available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/175277/0049417.pdf

� Strategic Environmental
Assessment for Wave and Tidal
Energy.
Available at: http://www.seaenergy
scotland.co.uk/

� SPP 6 Renewable Energy Post-
adoption SEA Statement
Available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/178638/0050857.pdf

� Transport Research: Research
Findings No.4/2007: Investigation
of the Travel Behaviour of Visitors
to Scotland.
The principal aim of the study was
to review and collate existing
sources of information on the use
of transport by those visiting
Scotland for leisure, recreation and
business purposes
Research Findings available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/176552/0049880.pdf
Full research report available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/176552/0049880.pdf

� Transforming Public Services:
The Next Phase of Reform:
Progress Report
Available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/176695/0049898.pdf

� Housing trends in Scotland:
Quarter ending 31 December
2006
The bulletin indicates that 5,783
new dwellings were started during
the period October to December
2006, 23 (under 1%) more than
during the same period in the
previous year. 6,310 dwellings
were completed, 450 (8%) more
than during the same period in
2005. A total of 1,990 public
authority dwellings were sold to
sitting tenants in the period
October to December 2006, a
decrease of 233 (10%) on the
same period in 2005.
Available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/177875/0050586.pdf

� Exploring the Social Impacts of
Flood Risk and Flooding in
Scotland
This report presents the findings of a
social research project, the aim of
which was to assess the range of
impacts that experience of recent
flooding in Scotland has had on
people, their attitudes and
behaviours; and to establish “what
works” with particular population
groups and locations in relation to
flood prevention campaigns and
flood warning/dissemination systems
Full report available at:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/174676/0048938.pdf
Research Findings available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/175143/0049306.pdf

� Brick Clay: geology and
mineral factsheets for Scotland
The British Geological Survey for
the Scottish Executive.
Available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/178889/0050912.pdf

� Building, paving and roofing
stone: geology and mineral
planning factsheet.
The British Geological Survey for
the Scottish executive.
Available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/178893/0050913.pdf

� Igneous rock: geology and
mineral planning factsheet
The British Geological Survey for
the Scottish executive.
Available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/178897/0050914.pdf

� Silica sand geology and
mineral planning factsheet.
The British Geological Survey for
the Scottish executive.
Available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/178913/0050918.pdf

� Scottish Housing Market
Review: evidence and analysis
A comprehensive contemporary
overview of the Scottish housing
market.
Available at: http://www.scotland.
gov.uk/Resource/Doc/180088/005
1205.pdf

RECENT PUBLICATIONS FROM
THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT

� Publications from the Scottish
Parliament Information Service

� The Environment –
subject profile.
Available at:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/b
usiness/research/briefings-
07/SB07-27.pdf

� Private sector housing –
subject profile.
Available at:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/b
usiness/research/briefings-
07/SB07-26.pdf

� Biodiversity.
Available at: http://www.scottish.
parliament.uk/business/research/bri
efings-07/SB07-24.pdf



CONSULTATIONS FROM THE
SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE

� National Planning Framework.
Strategic Environmental
Assessment. Stage 1 Assessment
of Strategic Alternatives.
Discussion Paper. A consultation
by the Scottish Executive Planning
Directorate (Response requested
by 31st August 2007).
Available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/179557/0051045.pdf

� Implementing the Water
Environment and Water Services
(Scotland) Act 2003: Water,
Sewerage and Drainage
Infrastructure: Construction
Standards and Vesting Conditions:
A Consultation by Scottish

Executive Environment Group
(response required by 5th July
2007).
Available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/175217/0049402.pdf

� Revision of Circular 15/1999;
the Environmental Impact
Assessment (Scotland)
Regulations 1999. Consultation
by SEDD (Response requested
by 29/6/2007).
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resour
ce/Doc/172929/0048235.pdf

CONSULTATIONS FROM
HISTORIC SCOTLAND

� SHEP: Properties in the Care of
Scottish Ministers (response
requested by 6th July 2007)

http://www.historic-
scotland.gov.uk/sheps_pic.pdf

� SHEP: Listing the identification
of Scotland’s special buildings
(Response requested by
20/7/2007). Available at:
http://www.historic-
scotland.gov.uk/sheps_listing.pdf

� SHEP: listed building consent
(Response requested by 3/8/2007)
Available at:
http://www.historic-
scotland.gov.uk/sheps_lbc.pdf

CONSULTATION FROM SNH

� The Scottish Fossil Code
(Response requested by 7/9/2007)
Available at:
http://www.snh.org.uk/fossilcode/d
efault.asp#sfcc
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POLICY CONSULTATIONS

� Transport in Scotland: subject
profile.
Available at:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/b
usiness/research/briefings-
07/SB07-23.pdf

� Rural Affairs and Fisheries –
subject profile.
Available at:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/b
usiness/research/briefings-
07/SB07-22.pdf

� Town and Country Planning –
subject profile.
Available at:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/b
usiness/research/briefings-
07/SB07-19.pdf

RECENT PUBLICATIONS FROM
OTHER PUBLIC BODIES

� Walmsley C, Smithers R, Berry
P, Harley M, Stevenson M and
Catchpole R (eds) ‘The MONARCH
(Modelling Natural Resource
Responses to Climate Change)
report ‘UKCIP’, Oxford
This report is the result of a seven-
year programme involving 15
organisations across Britain and
Ireland.
Available at:
http://www.ukcip.org.uk/resources/p
ublications/pub_dets.asp?ID=94

� Royal Commission on
Environmental Pollution

The Urban Environment
This report considers the major
issues surrounding environmental
policy for urban areas, including the
built and natural features of the
urban environment. It also considers
the effects on the health and
wellbeing of those living in the UK’s
towns and cities. The report stresses
the importance of urban policies in
delivering environmental sustainability
and makes a number of
recommendations based on
principles of: establishing an explicit
urban environmental policy to guide
urban management; an integrated
approach to the natural and built
urban environment; recognition of
health and wellbeing as inextricably
linked with the urban environment;
the need for urban growth and
renewal to be planned within
environmental limits; placing the
environment at the heart of urban
design, regeneration and
management; incentives for the
reduction of negative environmental
impacts; and the development of
related knowledge, capacity and
skills.

Current consultations published by the Scottish Executive and other public bodies to
which the Institute may wish to respond are listed below. To assist the Institute in
preparing a representative response, members are invited to contribute their views by
post or email (see page 2).

� The National Planning
Framework
The Institute’s Task Group on the
National Planning Framework has
provided the Scottish Executive
with an interim response to this
consultation. In our response, the
Institute suggested that NPF2
should build on the success of
NPF1 and should retain and refresh
key elements. However, NPF2 will
be different from NPF1 in that it
should drive change rather than
reinforce existing strategies and
should be accompanied by a more
robust evaluation process. The
Institute considers that NPF2
should be supported by a
published action programme
setting out a forward programme.
The Institute supported a criteria
based approach to the definition of
‘national developments’ with close
justification and more information
on alternatives considered given in
a ‘statements of need’.

� Statutory Guidance on Planning
and Sustainable Development
The Institute’s response to this
consultation has been led by the
Task Group on Development
Planning. The Institute welcomes

the publication of this consultation
paper, however, we consider that to
provide effective guidance, the final
document will need to be more
focused and innovative, will need a
more clearly defined status and
should be supported by more
detailed guidance on standards,
monitoring and evaluation. An
overriding concern is the need to
develop skills and capacity to
respond to this new duty. We
suggest that greater understanding,
clarity of purpose and joint
agreement of approaches and
interpretation across policy areas at
all levels will also be necessary. In
particular, there is a need to
develop the skills and knowledge of
those involved in spatial planning
on issues of climate change.

� Developing the New Planning
Performance Assessment
Framework
The Institute’s response to this
consultation was led by members
of the Task Group on Development
Management. In our response, the
Institute welcomed the general
approach being taken in the
consultation paper, however, we
considered that further refinement

of criteria and more detailed
guidance would be necessary. The
Institute agreed that regular
measurement and assessment are
essential to achieving best value
and a consistently high quality of
service delivery across the country.
We remain concerned about the
need for training and resources to
underpin the application and
development of the new
assessment framework. The
Institute also considered that there
is a need to engage the interest,
involvement and commitment of all
interests who use and are affected
by the planning system – including
applicants, developers, the wider
public and interest groups. We
remain committed to supporting
members in the development of
these new duties through our
education, training and support
services and to engagement with
wider interests through work on the
culture change agenda.

Notes of Task Group meetings and
draft discussion papers are made
available on the Members’ section
of the RTPI in Scotland website and
Member involvement in these
discussions is welcomed.

POLICY STATEMENTS

Recent policy statements and consultation responses by the RTPI in Scotland are
summarised below. The full texts of responses are available on the website at:
www.scotland.rtpi.org.uk/item/760/23/S/3.html




