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Steve Avery, Chair, RTPI South East

Message from 
the outgoing 
chair

Happy New Year  
to you all!

As 2012 begins, we 
can look back on an 
eventful last 12 months, 
with the Government’s 
planning reforms 
holding centre stage 
and generating much 
debate.

It was about this time 
last year that we were 
eagerly awaiting the 
Localism Bill and we 
now finish this year 
with the new Localism 
Act. They say the devil 
is in the detail and 
that is certainly true 
of Localism with most 
of the regulations 

CPD

The Regional Activities 
Committee planned 
the 2011 programme 
to reflect the difficult 
and uncertain economic 
times, and all events 
have been low-cost, 
with reductions for the 
unwaged and students.  
Sponsorship has been 
vital in order to keep 
prices down, and the 
committee is extremely 
grateful to local 
authorities, 

and guidance on 
neighbourhood planning 
yet to be agreed.
And the last few months 
has seen a similar amount 
of fevered activity in our 
own Region. The recent 
Awards Evening merits 
a special mention as one 
of our flagship events 
and once again it was 
great to see so many 
people attending on 
the night. The Brighton 
Pavilion proved to be an 
inspired venue and those 
attending were able 
to enjoy a free guided 
tour of this magnificent 
former royal residence. 

Whilst there were fewer 
entries for this year’s 
Awards (make sure you 
get yours in for next 
year!), the standard 
of entries was as high 
as ever. The Awards 
Evening is always a 
great opportunity to 
celebrate and showcase 
the excellent planning 
work that takes place 
throughout the Region. 
So congratulations to 
the overall winner, 
Terence O’Rourke for 
their contribution to the 
new McLaren Production 
Centre at Woking. 

On the night, we were 
also very pleased to 
welcome Colin Haylock, 
RTPI Senior Vice President 
and thanks must go to 
Martin Randall, Chair of 
the Awards Judges and to 
Adams Hendry, Brighton 
University and Reading 
University whose very 
generous sponsorship 
made the whole evening 
possible. 

As in previous years, the 
Awards were preceded 
by our AGM and it was 
good to see some new 
members joining the 
Committee. The AGM 
papers and the make up 
of the new Committee 
can be found on our 
website www.rtpi.org.uk/
rtpi_south_east. 

If you would like to 
get involved with the 
Region’s work, or your 
firm would like to 
sponsor an award for 
next year, then do please 
contact our administrator 
Carol Dawson southeast@
rtpi.org.uk.    

Another notable 
event was the 15th 
David Fryer Memorial 
Lecture held at Oxford 
Brookes University. We 
were very fortunate 
to have Niall McNevin, 
Director of Planning 
and Sustainability at the 
Olympic Park Legacy 
Company, to deliver this 
year’s lecture. 

Speaking to a packed 
audience, Niall gave 
a ‘tour de force’ of 
what planning can 
achieve when there 
is a clear vision and 
strong leadership – and 
compelling evidence 
too that our planning 
system is not as broken 
as some would have us 
believe!   

And finally, this edition 
marks the end of my 
two year stint as Chair 
and it seems to have 
flown by far too quickly. 
But it has been a great 
privilege to have been 
involved with the work 
of the Region and the 
various events. It’s given 
me an insight into how 
hard the RTPI works 
on your behalf, so do 
make sure that you try 
and get along to some 
of the local CPD events 
already being planned.
 
Steve Avery
Chair, RTPI South East  
 
southeast@rtpi.org.uk

consultancies and 
universities for their 
generosity in such 
difficult times.

Two very topical events 
on Localism were 
followed by a Planning 
Inquiries Masterclass and 
an Enforcement Update.  
‘Starting Out’ was to help 
any members thinking of 
setting up in consultancy, 
and the new Spring Legal 
Update was to make sure 
we all keep up with all 
the changes.  Brighton 
University hosted a Rural 

Update, and the new 
‘Brighton Rock’ lecture, 
given this first year by 
Professor Mark Tewdr-
Jones.  Richard Summers 
visited the region and 
saw much impressive 
work by Bracknell Forest  
& Windsor & Maidenhead 
Councils, culminating 
in an afternoon of 
presentation and 
discussion on the 
progress of Localism.  
Coastal Planning and 
Conservation were topics 
for events in Brighton 
and Blendworth.  A 
panel of speakers talked 

about NPPFs in Oxford, 
and the Annual Legal 
Update was again hosted 
by Landmark Chambers.  
The year culminated 
with the David Fryer 
Lecture and the Awards 
& AGM evening.  The 
programme for 2011 was 
the most ambitious to 
date, and well received 
by attending members.  

2012 will see many old 
favourites, and some 
new events as well.  
Topics are likely to 
include a question time 
style event at Reading 

University, High Speed 
2, Localism, Legal 
Updates, lectures at 
Brighton and Reading 
Universities, the South 
Downs National Park, 
Coastal Planning, 
Enforcement, and of 
course the South East 
Regional Awards.  
Offers of help, venues, 
and sponsorship are 
very much welcomed.  
The President for 2012, 
Colin Haylock, will be 
visiting the Region in 
June, when he will see 
some of the impressive 
work in the South East.
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RTPI South East Regional Awards - 2011

The quality of the award submissions the Panel reviewed for 2011 
were to the very highest standard and the passion and commitment of 
those involved in planning really shone through in the presentations 
to the Panel and the visits we made to see projects at first hand.  

These are very difficult economic times; budgets are tight and the 
availability of funding for many development projects remains elusive.  
The Panel members were particularly impressed by the determination 
of people involved in planning to make things happen.  This year’s 
award winners really do highlight planners at their best, showing 
creativity and imagination and using their full range of skills to solve 
complex problems:

Portsmouth Grammar School embodies an innovative, modern building 
in an historic setting which demonstrated best practice in engagement 
with the local community and statutory agencies.

Blueprint for Winchester demonstrates a fresh approach to community 
engagement which shows great imagination and flair in encouraging 
people to look forward ‘through the eyes of others’.

The Oxford Character Assessment Toolkit provides an innovative 
and robust framework for people to carry out their own character 
assessments; and enables a fuller understanding of those important 
aspects of local character to be reflected in decision making.

The Surrey Minerals Plan is an exemplar for the thoroughness of its 
evidence base and research.  This exemplar Plan has a clearly explained 
methodology for sub-regional apportionment and an ‘after-care led’ 
approach.

Tipner, Port Solent and Horsea Island highlights skill and persistence in 
the development and delivery of a robust masterplan which relies on 
some key infrastructure.  The scheme also demonstrates an imaginative 
partnership approach to flood risk assessment.

The McLaren Production Centre highlights excellence in partnership 
working and clarity of purpose among each of the partners including 
the client, their planning consultancy and the local council.  What has 
been delivered is a credible, sustainable scheme; and an impressive 
building designed to the highest standard which cleverly minimises its 
impact on the landscape.

Waste Management Plans – partnership work in Brighton & Hove has 
demonstrated how the skilful use of planning enforcement activity can 
contribute directly to a reduction in waste arising from construction 
activity and deliver a real and measurable cost benefit to business.

For the overall winner, it was perhaps inevitable that we would pay 
particular attention to what planning and planners can do to support 
business.  The McLaren Production Centre project and its participants 
embody the spirit and enthusiasm needed to support investment and 
the outcome is superb.  So, ‘planners and fast cars’, whatever next?!

On behalf of the Panel, I hope that you feel suitably inspired to 
submit an entry for 2012’s planning awards!

Martin Randall, Chair of Awards Panel

New science block, Portsmouth Grammar School

Oxford Character Assessment Toolkit 

The McLaren Production Centre, Woking 
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