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Yorkshire Practice Seminars
Development of a programme for 2012

Currently we are building our seminar programme of low
cost CPD events for 2012.

k
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RTPI

mediation of space - making of place

This year we provided a series of low-cost CPD based semi-
nars and workshops for over 350 delegates on topics as di-
verse as Marine Planning, Community Engagement and Life
and Times of a Planning Inspector!

YORKSHIRE PRACTICE SEMINARS

Typically, these are early evening and / or half day events to
complement the well established and respected RTPI York-
shire Conference Series and provide good networking oppor-

in touch, via Trish Cookson, the RTPI Regional Co-ordinator

tunities. by e-mail on yorkshire@rtpi.org.uk or pick up the phone 01262
If you have any ideas for topics that we could cover in these 605972.
challenging times for 2012, would like to speak (or know

Bob Wolfe

someone who can); could host an event at your office or prac-

tice or provide a venue and / or "badge" an event, please get Yorkshire Practice Seminars Coordinator

Yorkshire Forward winds down
What next for the legacy?

Yorkshire Forward will be formally
wound-up by 31 March 2012, ending
over a decade of operation. Whilst the
politics of the move to abolish regional
development agencies has been well-
debated, Yorkshire Forward leaves a
rich legacy of experience, information
and assets. Here is a brief summary of
what is becoming of important plan-
ning-related elements of the legacy.

Remaining assets and liabilities

Yorkshire Forward was latterly selling
its land assets. Those that remained
transferred in September 2011 to the
Homes and Communities Agency
(HCA). A handful of Yorkshire For-
ward people closely associated with
these assets also transferred to the
HCA in September.

Yorkshire Futures

Yorkshire Futures has now closed.
However, at the time of writing the
website (http://www.yorkshirefutures.com)
was still available, but ‘frozen’ as from
the end of September 2011. It contains
lots of information that continues to be
helpful to planners in the region in
terms of the rich library of research
and information on the region, as well
as a helpful place to find the extant
RSS.

The website includes ‘What Works’, a
library of user friendly case studies,
research and evaluation reports from
around Yorkshire and Humber and
beyond.

The Yorkshire Futures website is due
to be archived online at
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/*/http:/
Iwww.yorkshirefutures.com/ from the end of
November 2011, and key documents
and datasets will remain available
here:

http:/lwww.researchobservatories.org.uk/reading
-room/legacy-archive/

Chief Economist’s Unit

Recognising the value to the region of
the economic research and intelligence
produced by them, the YF Chief Econo-
mist's Unit team has been retained.
From November 2011 they have trans-
ferred to Leeds City Council, who will
act as hosts on behalf of local authori-
ties and the newly formed LEPs across
the region.

The Learning Legacy Series

The Learning Legacy is a series of re-
ports that captures knowledge,
achievements and lessons learned from
twelve years of regional economic de-
velopment in the region. It seeks to
pass knowledge on to other bodies who
may be able to apply it now or in the
future.

The work is rooted in the art of the
possible, bringing information and in-
sights to the fore as far as possible.
Whilst it does not seek to be compre-
hensive it spans a suite of 17 docu-
ments. These cover a range of topics
from matters such as economic strat-
egy and intelligence, to rural renais-

Tower Works, Leeds: Architects show
designs to the public during a tour in Archi-
tecture Week 2007. This asset has been

transferred to the HCA. Photo credit:
‘Strawbleu™ on Flickr.

sance, finance and ‘sectors and clus-
ters’.

The series is well worth a look, and
currently remain available for
download on the Yorkshire Forward
website at the following address:
http://lwww.yorkshire-forward.com/node/20983
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NWYP and YORnet Summer Sowee

YORnet event report

On Thursday 18th August a momen-
tous event occurred in Huddersfield!

Yes... for the first time in recent his-
tory, the North West Young Planners
collaborated with the YORnet group to
host a Summer Soiree in the town fa-
mous for the ‘banana trusses’ of the
Galpharm Stadium, Kirklees Council
and its abundance of Victorian archi-
tecture. Sorry, did I forget to mention
that both Harold Wilson (Prime Minis-
ter 1960's and 70's) and Rugby League
were born in Huddersfield.

The NWYP's set off from Manchester
Piccadilly and the YORnet group trav-
elled on mass from Leeds Station to
meet at the Grade I Listed Hudders-
field railway station (or should I say
the Head of Steam Public House) just
after 18:15. Well done to the YORnet
group for arriving on time!

Our guide for the evening was Tom
Barrett (Planning Policy Officer - Kirk-

lees Council) who valiantly led the
group from the monument of Harold
Wilson on St George’s Square through
the ‘New Town’ to arrive at the heart
of the town centre. The tour took in
many of the historic yards which date
back to the time when Huddersfield
played a significant role in the produc-
tion of textiles during the cloth trade
era. The night concluded with an ale or
a G&T back at the Head of Steam Pub-
lic House.

A BIG thanks to Tom Barrett for or-
ganising and leading the tour. Thanks
also to all attendees for making the
joint Young Planners event a towering
success.

Will Martin
YORnet

northwest young planners

Meeting in the
middle: YORnet
and NWYP mem-
bers are shown
around Huddersfield
by Tom Barrett of
Kirklees Council

YOR

Join and follow us online:

twitterd

@YORnNetRTPI

Join the Facebook
group:

YORnet
Linked [}

Join our group:

YORnNet

Website refreshed and Linkedin

Come and take a look!

The RTPI Yorkshire website has been refreshed, with more information and more sections.
be regularly updating the website with all our forthcoming activities, events and conferences.

We’ll
Our

low cost events, and events hosted by our partners, are often organised at short notice, so it’s an
excellent first port of call. If you want to add details of an event, then please e-mail
yorkshire@rtpi.org.uk . The website can be accessed via the following address: http://yorkshire.rtpi.org.uk .

We are now also actively managing our LinkedIn group, which can be found via this link:
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=3837677 . Thank you to those who are already registered. We’ll use

this group to promote events that also appear on our website. Members are also free to use this
for discussions with other planners in the region.

Don’t forget you can also get involved in national discussions via the RTPI’s national LinkedIn
group here: http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=3036245 .
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Planning Aid in Yorkshire

Adjusting to new circumstances

The Coalition Government’s approach to Planning Aid from
the beginning was always likely to be different and so it has
turned out to be. While valuing the work Planning Aid Eng-
land and Planning Aid for London have done, and continue
to do, the government cut in the budget from £3.6 million to
£1 million meant an inevitable reduction in what Planning
Aid England could offer.

Six months on from the demise of Planning Aid England the
Phoenix has risen from the ashes but in a rather different
form. What this means for the RTPI Yorkshire Region (now
very different to the Planning Aid outreach areas) is focus-
ing on Community Planning in the more deprived urban
areas of the region. The other three providers of a Planning
Aid service (CPRE and NALC), Locality; Prince’s Foundation
for the Built Environment) can work in other parts of the
Yorkshire region but the four providers are, together, trying
to avoid treading on each other’s toes!

The Advice Line service is provided by a London based team
of three qualified planners who give each customer up to
fifteen minutes free time; should it be required, a volunteer
from the RTPI regions will then be asked to take the case
forward.

Mike Dando was, thankfully, recruited as the Outreach Area
Worker for the Yorkshire Outreach Area, which includes the
main urban areas of South and West Yorkshire and Hum-
berside. There are no other paid staff to support him locally
50 he is even more reliant on volunteers to deliver the com-
munity planning service. How is Mike getting on? Very
well I would say. In other words, he is continuing to identify

where community planning work is to be done, focusing on
deprived urban communities and organising volunteers to
deliver the service. As the existing community planning for
Planning Aid Yorkshire, Mike was able to hit the ground
running — both in terms of seeking work and also having the
volunteers available. We now have approximately one hun-
dred volunteers and may well attract more as time goes on.

A decision was taken some months ago by the Regional Man-
agement Board to continue to support Planning Aid work by
setting up a Planning Aid Committee. The members of the
previous Regional Advisory Panel all seemed keen to con-
tinue if they could. A smooth transition to the new commit-
tee has, therefore, enabled the RTPI Yorkshire Region to re-
affirm its long-standing commitment to Planning Aid.

Not all the RTPI regions are quite so far on in setting up
new structures and processes to deliver in their respective
outreach areas. Nor are the other three delivery agencies
and, of course, the DCLG funding stream comes up for re-
view in the new year. Greg Clark told the three Yorkshire
Planning Aid representatives that continuation of the fund-
ing could not be guaranteed beyond twelve months but was
hopeful it would be. However, to secure further funding the
delivery agencies would have to demonstrate they were
meeting government targets. Fortunately in Yorkshire, we
are — thanks to Mike Dando, volunteers and ongoing support
from the Regional Management Board!

Ken Burley
Chair, Yorkshire Planning Aid Sub-committee

Planning Aid in Yorkshire

Volunteer and join in the fun!

“PVE BEEN EVERYWHERE - AND
SO CAN YOU!’

“I was totin’ my planning aid pack
along a Donnie speed-bumped road

when along came a bendy-bus with a
rough and motley load.

“If you’re going tae the station, duck,
wi’ me ye’ can ride”

and so I climbed up in the gangway
like a sardine inside.

Driver asked me if I'd seen a road wi’
sae much bump ‘n grind and I said,
“listen, Jimmy, Ive travelled ever’ road
in this here land...”

TI've been everywhere, man

TI've been everywhere, man

Tve crossed the M1 bare, man
breathed the polluted air, man
of travel I've had my share, man,
TI've been everywhere.

TI've been tae Rotherham, Brad-
ford, Hull sir, Rawmarsh,

Maltby, Bransholme, Greasbrough,
Keighley,

Dalton, Thrybergh, Swinton, Leeds sir,

Anston, Scunthorpe, Kimberworth,
Masbrough,

Wortley, Wath sir, Brampton, Sheffield,

London, Holme Wood, Doncaster,
aaagghhhh............

When it comes to travelin’ Yorkshire,
friend,

TI've been everywhere.”

AND YOU CAN TOO, AT SOME-
BODY ELSE’S EXPENSE!

Simply follow this link http://
www.rtpi.org.uk/planningaid/volunteer/ to ‘How

To Apply’ and register as a Planning
Aid Volunteer.

Yorkshire will be your oyster (well,
your battered haddock at any rate) and
your opportunities to deliver planning
training, facilitate community involve-
ment in LDFs, neighbourhood plans
etc and help people with their enforce-
ment cases in your spare time will be
plentiful! O, and your reward in
heaven will be great!!

SO DON’T DELAY, VOLUNTEER
TODAY!

And join the ever-massing ranks of
your smiling colleagues in the Plan-
ning Aid England!

Mike Dando,
Commaunity Outreach Coordinator,
Planning Aid England

(NB with thanks to Mr Rolf Harris &
many others, but with no apology!)
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Need for a reasoned debate as planning row

heats up

Draft National Planning Policy Framework debate rumbles on

Past RTPI presidents wrote a joint let-
ter to the national press in late summer
as a contribution to the ongoing debate
over the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) debate.

Janet O’Neill, president of the RTPI in

2008 also wrote an opinion piece for the
Yorkshire Post, which we’ve reproduced
below for those that missed it.

Janet O’Neill: York-based consultant
and President of the RTPI in 2008

Planning is rarely out of the news
these days. It has shot right to the top
of the coalition Government's political
agenda.

Even the Prime Minister and the
Chancellor have joined the debate.
They have both vowed to drive
through controversial reforms to the
planning system—despite mounting
opposition from the National Trust
and others and our own concerns.

I recently signed my name—along
with 22 other past presidents of the
Royal Town Planning Institute—to a
letter which made national news.

I joined them in calling for an end to
the sabre-rattling and open hostility
between Ministers and their oppo-
nents. Frankly, this debate is far too
crucial to the future of our county for
it to descend into claim, counter-claim
and name-calling.

What the debate has clearly shown is
that planning is vital for economic
growth, building communities and the
conservation of our cherished spaces
and places.

With our letter we argued, accepting
that "there will be differences of em-
phasis, for a calmer discussion in
place of the almost daily barrage of
briefings, press notices and television
appearances.

While we recognise the urgency for
change and support the Government's
overall objectives, the unintended con-
sequences of this haste are, in our
view, greater confusion, uncertainty
for the development industry and
anxiety for communities. Good plan-
ning is also about the long, as well as
the short term.

We called for a reasoned debate and
clear thinking on managing this major
change to the planning system.

The political temperature has been
rising over the summer following the
Government's publication of the draft
National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF), intended to bring key plan-
ning policies into one short document.

Since then it has largely—and
wrongly in my opinion—been a battle
between the developers and the con-
servation groups in dispute about ex-
actly what is meant by the proposed
so called “presumption in favour of
sustainable development”.

The draft NPPF seeks to define
“sustainable development". This is not
as easy as it may seem. The published
document says it is a balance between
economic, social and environmental
issues.

But many believe this is going to be
open to wide interpretation and that
Ministers have actually given the nod
to growth, especially to house build-
ing.

Many are asking whether Ministers
are firing a starting gun on relaxing
planning policies so that the default
answer to a planning application is
always “yes”? Or will powerful envi-
ronmental protections remain in full
force in the future?

So where do we go from here? Profes-
sional planners work through develop-
ment plans and development decisions
to achieve truly sustainable develop-

ment by seeking the right balance
between economic, social and environ-
mental interests.

The present national planning row
reflects the difficult balance that has
to be struck at the local level. The lo-
cation of growth in the county clearly
needs to result - in the maximum
benefit to those areas in need of re-
generation and the least detriment to
our valuable natural assets. The cities
and towns, particularly those which
are experiencing long-term population
and investment dispersal away from
their areas, have every reason to em-
brace opportunities for growth. The
chance to diversify urban and rural
economies creating more and better
jobs is to be welcomed.

But bodies with budgets to invest, be
they public or private sector, will
achieve from the National Planning
Policy Framework only a very broad
picture of what is likely to be accept-
able within any Yorkshire council's
boundaries.

The uncertainty of the meaning of
“sustainable development” will add to
the confusion. Investments are best
secured within the framework of up-to
-date council development plans based
on a clearly-stated vision of the objec-
tives of the stakeholders in each par-
ticular area.

Professional planners working with
far—sighted elected members can and
should provide the context for
strengthening economies, regenerat-
ing neglected areas, improving acces-
sibility and enhancing environmental
quality to the benefit of all.

Northern-born and a long-time York-
shire resident, | remain as passionate
about the benefits to communities of
good planning as the day I entered the
profession. I hope that the Govern-
ment pauses and reflects, and that the
RTPI can bring some much needed
calm and reasoned thinking to the
debate. It is much too important to get
wrong.

Janet O’Neill
Director, O’Neill Associates and RTPI
President 2008
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Draft National Planning Policy
Framework on town centres

Analysis

The Government’s draft National Plan-
ning Policy Framework (NPPF) was
published for consultation in July
2011. The NPPF will replace planning
policy statements including PPS4. It
includes a statement of Core Planning
Principles that apply to all land uses.
Unlike PPS4 there is no definition of
“main town centre uses”.

In relation to plan-making the need for
a good evidence base is confirmed but
there is less detail on the type of evi-
dence required on economic develop-
ment uses than in PPS4. Planning
policies should continue to promote the
vitality and viability of town centres
but again the draft is short on detailed
advice on policies for town centres.

In determining applications the draft
NPPF has a presumption in favour of

n = %
2 - L

sustainable development but it also
emphasises the need to support eco-
nomic growth through the planning
system. The general impact considera-
tions in PPS4 Policy EC10 have been
deleted. The implication is that these
considerations will be part of other
supporting documents rather than re-
tail assessments. Applications will still
have to include a sequential assess-
ment but only for retail and leisure
uses, not office development. There is
no mention of the need to demonstrate
flexibility in the application of the se-
quential approach that is stated in
PPS4 Policy EC15.

Impact assessments (as required under
PPS4 Policy EC16) will also still have
to be carried out for retail and leisure
proposals with an emphasis on impact

Town centre renaissance: The major new Trinity Walk scheme in Wakefield city
centre, which opened in May this year. Photo credit: ‘philip.oleary’ on Flickr.

on the vitality and viability of centres,
including local consumer choice and
trade in centres, over a ten year time
horizon (compared to the 5 year time-
scale in PPS4). Impact assessments
will be required for proposals over
2,500 sq. metres or any locally set
floorspace threshold. The need for im-
pact assessments for proposals within
a centre (PPS4 Policy EC14.6) has
been removed.

Surprisingly the draft NPPF does not
maintain the advice on the determina-
tion of applications that is stated in
PPS4 Policy EC17. There is no refer-
ence to the refusal of applications that
fail to satisfy the sequential approach
or proposals that would have a signifi-
cant adverse impact, or the need to
balance positive and negative impacts.

As well as the removal of any defini-
tion of main town centre uses, other
definitions listed in PPS4 Annex B are
excluded, notably ‘district centres’,
‘local centres’, ‘convenience’ and
‘comparison’ shopping, ‘supermarkets’
and ‘superstores’. There is no change
in the definition of ‘edge-of-centre’ but
the detailed explanation in PPS4 has
been dropped. The definition of ‘out-of-
centre’ is unchanged but the term ‘out-
of-town’ has been omitted.

In August 2011 the Planning Inspec-
torate produced advice for Planning
Inspectors on the interpretation of the
draft NPPF, stating that it can be a
material consideration in planning
decisions, although the weight to be
given to it is a matter of judgement.

Dr John England
Director, England & Lyle

Volunteering opportunities

The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) Northern Lincolnshire is seeking volunteers to assist with their planning
work covering the North Lincolnshire and North East Lincolnshire authority areas. This is likely to provide valuable plan-
ning experience to those seeking to broaden their planning skills, and will involve investigating planning applications, site
visits and helping to prepare responses to the plan making process and in response to planning applications.

Those who are interested should e-mail Sarah Wills, Senior Planning Officer at CPRE Yorkshire and the Humber for more

information: sarahw@cpre.org.uk

The CPRE is a campaigning organisation, and neither the RTPI or RTPI Yorkshire necessarily endorses its objectives.
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High Speed Rail to the North

A clear cut case?

The government’s consultation on a new high speed rail pro-
posal linking London and the north of England closed in the

summer.

Known as High Speed Two (HS2) the proposal is to build a
first phase between London and the West Midlands close to
the M40 corridor, including a section of route through the
Chilterns and its Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Fu-
ture phases are proposed to link to Manchester and Leeds. It
would be a long term project, and will require significant in-
vestment, but promises to deliver substantial economic bene-
fits through new capacity and reduced journey times.

As evidenced over the summer, debate between those for and
against the proposals is starkly polarised, and is still ongo-
ing. Is this a case of well-heeled NIMBYs in the home coun-
ties making a fuss at the expense of the economic potential of
the North? Root and Branch spoke to a planner in Yorkshire

that thinks there is an alternative.

For the counter case, the website of the ‘pro’ high speed rail
campaign in Yorkshire is available here:

http://www.yorkshireneedshighspeedrail.co.uk/

High Speed I: A Eurostar train heads out of the Medway towns on
HS I about to enter the North Downs tunnel under Blue Bell Hill. Photo
credit: ‘UNKIEPAUL [ Paul Johnson’ on Flickr.

The case for
an alternative
to HS2

Samuel Fisher,
MRTPI

I admire the passion and determina-
tion of business representatives and
MPs in Yorkshire promoting the case
for HS2 to come to the county but I
believe that they are settling for sec-
ond best. However, what we do agree
on, is that the socio-economic future of
Yorkshire is intrinsically tied to the
Government's decision on HS2 later
this year.

I believe Government will decide not to
proceed with the proposed HS2 line
despite its claims that it will bring
“strategic change in the economic geog-
raphy of Britain" as it will have to ac-
cept the overwhelming evidence that
suggests HS2 is highly likely to com-
pound the dominance of London over
the rest of the country. This evidence
is based on the distributional implica-
tions of major improvements in trans-
port connectivity that indicate a trend
towards reinforcing the dominance of
the strongest city on a network.

In his evidence to the Transport Select
Committee on Transport and the econ-
omy, Professor John Tomaney of
CURDS highlights that, amongst oth-
ers, Paris and Madrid have gained the
most from the creation of high-speed
rail networks in Europe. He states that
“the impact of high-speed rail invest-
ments [that include a dominant capi-
tal] on local and regional development
are ambiguous at best and negative at
worst. It is very difficult to find unam-
biguous evidence in support of the con-
tentions that are being made by the
government about the potential im-
pacts of HS2 on the cities and regions
of the UK.”

Interestingly, the Department for
Transport seems to agree and state
that more than 7 out of 10 of the
30,000 jobs created by HS2 will be in
London. Further, these jobs would not
all be new but would include those
transferred from elsewhere.

The Institute for Economic Affairs say
developing high-speed rail routes into
London “will be as likely to result in
people, jobs and economic activity mov-
ing/commuting into the capital city as
out of it; and the government does not
seem to have considered the case for
improving infrastructure on west-east
rather than north-south routes (for

example, between Manchester and
Sheffield).”

It is this lack of consultation on alter-
native options that make it worth not-
ing northern business support for HS2
has to be treated with caution; HS2
has been the only high-speed rail op-
tion put before businesses in the north
so they are bound to support it. If there
was a choice between HS2 and alterna-
tives such as a trans-Pennine high-
speed rail link, the business support
for HS2 may not remain.

Indeed, it is my strong belief that a
high-speed trans-Pennine rail link that
joins the northern cities together, to
create a regional super-city, brings far
greater benefits to the north and in-
deed the nation. Research completed
for a high-speed magnetic levitation
rail line linking the northern cities
proposed in 2004 suggests connecting
up the north might create such a re-
gional super-city better capable of com-
peting with London. Most importantly,
it found these benefits are undermined
if the north is first connected to Lon-
don - as with current HS2 proposals.

Far from reducing regional disparities
it appears HS2 actually risks going
beyond the point of no return in terms
of a balanced economy. The stakes for
the socio-economic future of Yorkshire
could not be higher.

Samuel Fisher is founder and Manag-
ing Director of Greenbean Cars
www.greenbeancars.co.uk
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Y&H Climate Change Skills Fund

Comprehensive planning and climate change training for planning officers

This training package is specifically de-
signed to enhance the skills planning
officers need to take positive action on
climate change, and increase local au-
thority capacity to tackle the causes and
effects. From November 2011 to De-
cember 2012 the offer includes:

e 10 modules that form one compre-
hensive training package to build
specialist skills and champions.

e Designed following consultation with
officers and review by Service Heads

e Each module delivered 4 times, once
in each functional sub regional area,
to ensure convenience and accessibil-
ity to all authorities.

e All free of charge to relevant local
authority officers

e Delivery will be paced to improve the
opportunity for officers to attend.

e Modules range from policy formula-
tion to compliance to enable manag-
ers to direct officers to the most suit-
able training.

Extreme weather impacts: Flooding at Kirk Sandall railway station, north east of
Doncaster, in June 2007. Photo credit: ‘al_green’ on Flickr.

Other services available include a free planning and climate change technical

This is brought to you via the Yorkshire support service and a planning and climate change design review panel. For

& Humber Improvement and Efficiency  1,5re information contact Ruth Hardinham at ruth.hardingham@lIgyh.gov.uk or call
Partnership, using DCLG funding. 07917 554 902

Christmas Social 201 |

This is an exciting opportunity for YORnet members to come
along and celebrate Christmas, with other young professionals
of the built environment.

We will meet at the renowned Skylounge Bar in the Mint Ho-
tel, Granary Wharf, Leeds, LS1 4BR, followed by a bar crawl
taking us into the early hours. The Skylounge at Mint Hotel Leeds: A great cocktail bar

with panoramic views over Leeds. Photo credit: ‘Visit Leeds’ on
Thanks to sponsorship from Beach Baker, the event will start  Fjickr.

with a complimentary reception drink of either Prosecco or
beer.

In addition there will be a Christmas raffle to win a bottle of ’

This event has been

wine, so bring along your business cards to enter! f}in(fly supf %r tedhby
e team at Beac
For further information and to book, please find YORnet on ‘ Baker Property
Recruitment.

our Facebook and Twitter blog, or use the link below. We hope

to see you all there and top last year’s Christmas cocktail B h B k Find out more here:
‘ :
event! ea C a e www.beachbaker.co.uk

Property Recruitment

http:/Iwww.rtpi.org.uk/download/ | 326 7/Christmas-Party-flyer.pd
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RTPI Yorkshire Conference Series D)

Forthcoming events

3 Sheffield
" Hallam University

= metropolitan
\/university

SHARPENS YOUR THINKING

The RTPI Yorkshire Conference Series is a partnership between RTPI Yorkshire, Leeds Metropolitan University and Shef-
field Hallam University. The programme of ten events per year is put together by planners in the region in response to sug-

gestions from delegates.

All our events are at accessible locations, and offer affordable local access to high quality CPD. The RTPI Yorkshire share of
the surplus from the programme is reinvested in other services for members in the region.

For more details and booking forms go to our website, or contact the Regional Coordinator: yorkshire@rtpi.org.uk .

Thursday,
8 December
Sheffield

Neighbourhood planning in the Big Society

Meaningful community engagement is central to planning policy and implementation. The Big Soci-
ety proposals take this further by suggesting that communities and individuals should be empow-

ered to influence and indeed undertake planning decisions. The event will explore the implications
of this initiative for the profession and examine current best practice in community planning.

Look out for our 2012 programme with the next edition of Root and
Branch in early January 2012

The face (and voice) of RTPI Yorkshire

Paula Nolan moves on after |5 years

As you will be aware, Paula Nolan has now retired
from the RTPI, following 15 years at the helm as Re-
gional Coordinator for the Yorkshire Region.

Paula joined the RTPI in Yorkshire in 1996 from the
Royal Armouries Museum which had then recently
opened in Leeds. Initially working jointly for the RIBA
and RTPI, Paula soon took the nascent RTPI Yorkshire
Conference Series (YCS) under her wing.

The partnership between the RTPI and the planning
schools in Leeds and Sheffield had just been struck and
it was Paula's business acumen and negotiating skills
that laid the firm foundation for both the professional
and financial success of the programme that it enjoys
today.

With her drive and determination Paula became an
essential component of the team that made the RTPI
Yorkshire Conference Series the most successful re-
gional training programmes for planners (and others)
in the UK.

During the early years of the YCS programme we saw
the delegate figures rise from 600 in 1996 to over 1100
in 2003. This was due in no small part to the energy
and hard work put in by Paula; along with all the other
duties placed upon her by an ever-growing list of re-
gional activities. These include and have included:

e supporting YORnet, the fast growing Yorkshire
Young Professionals Network;

e supporting Yorkshire Practice Seminars, a recently
inaugurated low cost series of events already at-
tracts 250-300 delegates per year;

e acting as the first point of contact locally for over
1,400 RTPI members in the region; and

Fond farewell: Paula (centre) with RTPI Yorkshire committee mem-
bers Ken Burley (left) and Bob Wolfe (right) during our send-off meal.

¢ helping to make sure Root & Branch has continued
to be delivered to our members in the region, in-
cluding spells as editor.

Paula has been central to the RTPI in Yorkshire be-
coming a "place" in the professional development world
of the Built Environment through the north of Eng-
land.

Above all, and perhaps one of the greatest achieve-
ments of all is keeping the Branch officers in line—we
couldn’t have done it all without you. Paula will be
missed by us all and her successor has quite an act to
follow. We all wish her well and that she finds even
more time for cruising and her many other leisure pur-
suits.

Good luck and thank you.

Written on behalf of the RTPI Yorkshire committee
members current and past.
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The RTPI Yorkshire Region

About us and getting involved—AGM on 7 December

The RTPI Yorkshire Region con-
sists of our Regional Coordinator,
Trish Cookson, alongside a group
of committed volunteers helping
to deliver a range of activities and
opportunities for
planning profession-
als in the region.

“We always welcome new

Activity is coordi-
nated by the Re-
gional Management
Board (RMB) and
Regional Activities
Committee (RAC).
The RMB and RAC meets six
times per year.

faces and our meetings are

open to any members.”

In addition to the main RMB /
RAC there are also a number of
sub-groups of members helping to
arrange a number of other activi-
ties. This includes the Yorkshire
Conference Series,
Yorkshire Practice
Seminars, York-
shire Planning Aid,
and YORnet. It
tends to be in these
sub-groups and be-
tween meetings
where the real ac-
tivity happens.

We always welcome new faces,
and all our meetings are open to
any members.

All meetings generally take place
in Leeds in the early evening.
Details can be obtained from the
Regional Coordinator — details on
the back page.

Formal appointments to the RMB
and RAC take place at our Annual
General Meeting (AGM), held in
December each year. A formal
AGM notice for this year appears
at the bottom of this page.

RMB / RAC meeting dates are
subject to occasional change, so
check online or with the Regional
Coordinator before making special
arrangements to attend.

RMB and RAC members for 201 |

Regional Management Board

Chair:
Mick McLoughlin

Vice Chair:
Andy Haigh

Honorary Secretary:
Bhupinder Dev

Honorary Treasurer:
Stan Driver

General Assembly Representative:
Ken Burley

Immediate Past Chair:
Richard Crabtree

Regional Activities Committee

Deputy General Assembly Representa-
tive : Anne Cooper

Regions & Nations Panel Representa-
tive: Bhupinder Dev

Chair, Yorkshire Planning Aid Com-
mittee: Ken Burley

Vice Chair, Yorkshire Planning Aid
Committee: Edward Wills

Membership Secretary: Stan Driver

Communications Secretary: Richard
Crabtree

Chair, RTPI Yorkshire Conference Se-
ries: Paul Leeming

Secretary, RTPI Yorkshire Conference
Series: Richard Crabtree

Yorkshire Practice Seminars Coordina-
tor: Bob Wolfe

Consultations Secretary: Anne Cooper
Women'’s Coordinator: Catherine Fay

Young Planners Coordinator: Jennifer
Winyard

Construction Industry Council Rep:
David Johns

Careers Champion: Will Martin

Concourse Rep: Tony Ray

Other RAC Members:
Pat Sutor
Meryl Leung

NOTICE OF OURANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

AND REGIONAL PLANNING AWARD PRIZE GIVING

Our Annual General Meeting will take place on
Wednesday, 7 December 2011, in Room 118
of the Northern Terrace Building at Leeds Metro-
politan University. A map can be found here:
http:/Iwww.leedsmet.ac.uk/about/files/campusmaps.pdf

Before the AGM, this year’s winners of the Re-
gional Planning Award will also be announced,
and the winners will provide a presentations on
the background to their entries at 5.30pm.

Following a break for networking and refresh-
ments at 6pm, the (brief) formal business of the
AGM will start at 6.30pm.

The call for nominations for our 2012 RMB and
RAC is overleaf. This is your opportunity to get
involved with the RTPI in Yorkshire, so please
come along and see what we’re all about.

A report on the regional planning award, together
with details of the new 2012 RMB and RAC will ap-

pear in the next issue of Root and Branch.




ROOT & BRANCH

THE NEWSLETTER OF RTPI YORKSHIRE

RTPI Yorkshire
PO Box 186
Bridlington
YOI5 9AH

Regional Coordinator
Trish Cookson
Telephone: 01262 605972

E-mail:  yorkshire@rtpi.org.uk

Yorkshire Region Chairman

Mick McLoughlin
E-mail:  mick@mijmplanning.co.uk

Newsletter Editor
Richard Crabtree

E-mail:

r.n.crabtree@ntlworld.com

—
S RTPI

Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI) is a charity

registered in England 262865 and Scotland SC037841.

Registered office: Royal Town Planning Institute,
41 Botolph Lane, London, EC3R 8DL

’g/ mediation of space - making of place

Contributing to Root & Branch

We hope that you enjoyed this issue of Root & Branch, and found it
interesting and informative. The articles you have read have been
submitted by members of the RTPI in Yorkshire. If you or your
planning colleagues have views, news, reports or articles you wish to
share with other planners in the region, then please get in touch.

E-mail any suggestions to the editor, details to the left.

Future issues

Root & Branch is published four times per year. Copy deadlines for
the next three issues are as follows:

9 December 2011 for our Winter 2011 edition
2 March 2012
1 June 2012

for our Spring 2012 edition

for our Summer 2012 edition

Keep up to date

Past copies of Root & Branch, up to date details of our Yorkshire
Conference Series and Yorkshire Practice Seminars, as well as other
information from the Yorkshire Region is available on our website:

http://yorkshire.rtpi.org.uk

Annual General Meeting 2011

Call for nominations

Nominations are sought for the Principal Officers posts (Regional Management Board):

Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, General Assembly Representative

Nominations are sought for post on the Regional Activities Committee:

12 Corporate Members, 4 Student/Licentiate Members, 4 Technical/Associate Members

The following roles are then filled from the membership of the Regional Activities Committee:

Deputy General Assembly Representative, Yorkshire Planning Aid Chair, RTPI Yorkshire Conference Series Chair,
Yorkshire Practice Seminars Co-ordinator, YORnet Co-ordinator, Ladies in Planning Co-ordinator, Career’s Champion
(Students [ Licentiates), Communications Secretary (Root and Branch editor).

Nomination Form — Regional Management Board and Reg

I NOMINALE .veiieiee e

I am willing to serve in the post — Signed ............

ional Activities Committee 2012

forthe post of ...,

membership status ...............oeeeevciiiiinieeee,

Return to Trish Cookson by Tuesday, 6" December — RTPI Yorkshire, PO Box186, Bridlington, YO15 9AH, or e-mail details to
yorkshire@rtpi.org.uk . The AGM will take place on 7 December 2011 in Leeds—see pagell for details. Nominations will also be

accepted in person at the AGM.




