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1 : Introduction
It's great to be back in the South West !

Thanks for having me to your dinner in the summer and
Inviting me back now for my Presidential Visit

A lot has happened to the planning reforms since then
to change the context for development management

My talk will touch on :

A week in the life of ... Development “control” ...
The Planning Reforms ... and “management”
The Localism Bill Making it happen !

The Draft NPPF Key issues
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2 . A week In the life of ...

... the President

It's a great privilege and a great responsibllity ... it's
also very exciting and very demanding ... and fun !

Monday ... the day job usually in Woodbridge
Tuesday ... preparations for the coming week
Wednesday ... NPPF Select Committee, London
Thursday ... NAPE Conference, Stockport
Friday ... ACES Inauguration, Edinburgh
Weekend ... Catch-ups and Remembrance
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3 : Susan Taylor, Honorary MRTPI
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4 . The Planning Reforms

The Localism BiIll

A “fundamental reform of the planning system” based
on “Open Source” and the “Green Paper”

Removing regional strategic planning and introducing
neighbourhood planning within Local Plans

Draft National Planning Policy Framework

The new “presumption in favour of sustainable
development” for areas with and without plans

The reduction of 1,200 pages of Planning Policy
Statements (PPSs) into a 52 page summary
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5 :The Localism BIll ... or Act ?

Localism Bill

[AS AMENDED IN COMMITTEE]

The Bill is divided into two volumes, Volume I contains the Clauses, Volume II
contains the Schedules to the Bill.

CONTENTS

Partl
LocAL GOVERNMENT
CHarTER |

GENERAL POWERS OF AUTHORITIES

1 Local authority’s general power of compefence

1 Boundaries of the general power

3 Limits on charging in exercise of general power

4 Limits on doing things for commercial prpose in exercise of general power
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6 : The Localism Bill ... or Act ?

What it takes out ...

Over 1,000 pages of National Planning Policy
Statements and even more in other guidance

Regional strategic planning (RAs, RSSs, RDAs and
RESSs) (English Partnerships now with HCA)

What it adds in ...

A National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) to
replace Planning Policy Statements (PPSSs)

Neighbourhood Development Plans, Neighbourhood
Forums and Neighbourhood Development Orders
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7/ . The Draft NPPF ... still !

,l'i
R Conmumities

Draft Mational Planning Policy Framework
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8 : Key features of the Draft NPPF

Presumption in favour of sustainable development

Economic, social and environmental benefits must be
delivered by Local and Neighbourhood Plans

Plans must meet objectively assessed needs and the
default answer to planning applications must be “yes”

Proposals in areas where plans that are out of date
must be permitted if they comply with the NPPF

What Is sustainable development ?

“Development that meets the needs of the present
generation without compromising the future ...”
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O : The NPPF Select Committee
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10 : The NPPF Select Committee
The RTPI's key points for MPs

We support the principles of the Localism Bill and the
Draft NPPF but we think they should be amended to ...

1.

2.

3.

Smooth the transition to the new planning system
Clarify the wording to avoid unintended consequences
Clarify the presumption for sustainable development
Show a spatial vision for future development areas
Base the NPPF in the statute of the Localism BiIll

Promote positive planning in wider place shaping

We challenge the alleged £3bn pa cost of planning
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11 : Chancellor of the Exchequer
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12 . Development “control”

Applying the legislation
The planning reforms demand a default answer “yes”
Instead of developer and other “myths” about “no”

But this denies the purpose of a plan-led system
where LPAs should say “no” to poor proposals

Finding the resources

Planning fee income is falling with the recession but
locally determined fee rates are being mooted

The HPDG is being reconstituted as the “New Homes
Bonus” and other incentives are proposed
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13 : Minister for Decentralisation
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14 . Development “management”
Living with the NPPF

Development “management” should be proactive to
encourage the delivery of Local Plan proposals

But there Is a risk of appeals and judicial review to
clarify the ambiguities of the Bill and the NPPF

Implementing the Local Plan

LPAs are transforming development management
more towards “customer care” and adding value

Spending cuts threaten the service but more LPAs
need to show the benefits it brings to place making
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15 : Shaping and making places
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16 : Making it happen !

Positive planning

We need to integrate plan making, decision making
and planning enforcement to “make it happen”

We need joined up planning and implementation to
coordinate the public and private sectors

But implementation goes wider than LPAS

Planners need to work with government departments,
LEPSs, infrastructure agencies et al to “deliver”

Partnerships for funding and implementation are
essential to delivering Local Plan proposals
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17 : Olympic Park ... delivered
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18 : Key Issues for today

Larger than local planning

The RTPI-strengthened “duty to cooperate” will
require LPAs, LEPs and others to work together

Local Plans must settle cross boundary housing and
business development needs to be found “sound”

Making development management count

Local planning must support national economic
growth within wider sustainable development

Development management planners must encourage
applicants to play their role in place shaping
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Membership information

General enquiries : info@rtpi.org.uk | 020 7929 9494
Governance . General Assembly, Board and Committees
governance@rtpi.org.uk | 020 7929 8172

Membership : membership@rtpi.org.uk | 020 7929 9462
CPD guidance : cpd@rtpi.org.uk | 020 7929 8174

RTPI Regions : www.rtpi.org.uk/regions | 020 7929 9477

Planning news and policy advice

Planning magazine : two-weekly and electronically
Planning Theory and Practice : discounted price for members
Policy guidance and comment : lobbying and shaping policy
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Education and lifelong learning

RTPI Networks : sector-specific virtual communities

Continuing Professional Development : Regions and Nations
High quality commercial training : RTPI Conferences
Assessment of Professional Competence : guidance
Accredited planning courses : high educational standards

Planning Aid

Voluntary planning advice for individuals and communities
RTPI is now bidding for the new Community Planning Fund
Planning Aid will probably be adapted to meet new needs
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Workplace and practice support

* Planners in the Workplace : personal support service
 Good Practice Notes : guidance on planning practice

e Signposting: information  on key planning topics:

« RTPI Learning Partners : employers supporting planners
« Management guidance : for public and private sectors

« Consultancy support :information and guidance
 Recession support : personal guidance

Royal Town Planning Institute
41 Botolph Lane, London, EC3R 8DL
info@rtpi.org.uk | 020 7929 9494



