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The Net Bit

Welcome to the winter edition of
PLANNET.

At a time of -constrained
resources, extra policy
pressures, stagnating wages
and an often hostile media,
members are understandingly
asking what the RTPI is doing
for them. What, in these tough
times, do | get for my
membership fees?

In this edition, we try to show
you exactly what the RTPI, and
specifically the North West
Region, does for its money. In
his usual
article, John Knight discusses
Regional involvement in
changing national planning
policy while Dr John Sturzaker
looks at the role of the Region in
CPD. Also, new Regional
Activity Committee member
Peter Kuit looks at what he has
achieved over his first year of
volunteering in the North West.

Other articles look at planning in
the Isle of Man and showcase
good practice through the 2011

Planning  Achievement and
Moss Madden awards.

Enjoy!
Chris Wilson

This newsletter has been
brought to you courtesy of the
RTPI NW. Any comments or
articles should be directed to:
PLANNET c/o 91 Draperfield,
Chorley, Lancashire, PR7 3PN

t. 07796 866422

e.

Disclaimer

The opinions expressed in
PLANNET are the view of the
author and do not necessarily
reflect those of the editor,
publishers, or the RTPI.

Registered Number
262865

Registered address RTPI, 41
Botolph Lane, London, EC3R
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Greetings from the Chair

o i

During

the summer and early
autumn, planning was receiving as
much media attention as | can ever

remember. Instead of the
occasional article in the
broadsheets we are familiar with,
TV programmes such as The One
Show and Breakfast programmes,
not to mention the popular
newspapers, featured items about
contrasting responses to the
consultation on the draft National
Planning Policy Statement (NPPF)
and the Basildon enforcement case.
Posed as a green versus growth
debate, members will quickly have
realised that the NPPF debate was
not only misplaced, but also
designed to attract and/or shock
viewers and readers with its
emphasis on whether development
is needed rather than where it
should be located.

This period also coincided with the
holding of two of the national party
political conferences within our
region: Labour in Liverpool and
Conservative in Manchester. It is
great to see the two main political
parties recognising the importance
of the North West region and our
two great cities in this way. It also
provided an excellent opportunity
for the RTPI to put its views to
leading national political figures at
fringe events. Some members of
the RAC (including myself) were
invited and attended these events
which were standing room only

affairs held at breakfast or lunchtime
SO as not to interfere with the main
conference programmes. The RTPI
has attended the main party political
conferences in recent years and it is
big time investment for senior
officers and members (including
Chief Executive Trudi Elliott).
However, the view is taken that does
the Institute need to attend to
represent the interests of planners,
but is a major opportunity to
influence decision makers about
planning and a wide range of related
matters being discussed at the
annual conferences.

It was of course the progress of the
Localism Bill and the actual content
of the draft NPPF which caused the
most attention at the conferences.
Meanwhile, the CLG had arranged a
series of consultation events with a
wide range of practitioners about the
NPPF content. In spite of having two
of the major cities in our region,
planners from this region wishing to
hear the presentations from Chief
Planner Steve Quartermaine and his
colleagues as well as contributing to
the debate, had to travel to either
Leeds of Birmingham. | attended the
event in Birmingham and noted a
number of North West colleagues as
well as from other parts of the
country; clearly, there will be no
spatial planning at a regional scale.

Within our region, we had the
opportunity to contribute to the RTPI
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Greetings from the Chair continued . . .

response to the draft NPPF. It was agreed to hold a
special joint regional event with the Landscape Institute
prior to the end of the formal consultation period. They
had particular concerns about the low priority and weight
being given in the draft document to landscape in a
number of areas. As for RTPlI members, a majority
attending welcomed some simplification of the current
national guidance in favour of a more local approach,
but concerns were raised about the presumption in
favour of sustainable development, the lack of weight
likely to be given to existing plans, the resources
available to the public sector to deliver the scale of
changes required (such as transitional arrangements)
and some other matters. North West comments were
subsequently sent to RTPI HQ.

Are you a Licentiate Member of the RTPI or Mentor?
Make sure y o u dupeto date with how the APC
process is changing in 2012

The RTPI is introducing a number of changes to the
APC process in 2012 to improve the process and
provide more assistance to Licentiates on their journey
to becoming a Chartered Town Planner. The new APC
guidance material has been developed with input from
assessors, Licentiates and employers over the past year
and is now available to download via the RTPI website:
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/join_the rtpi/assessment of profe
ssional competence/. Please be aware that the revised
guidance will be applicable from the next APC
submission date which is 27 January 2012, so n o wibes
time to get familiar with the changes.

To assist you the RTPI NW Young Planners has
organised an APC Update Event which is being held on
Thursday 24th November 2011 @ 18:00, at Turley
Associates, Manchester Office, where Philip Woodward
(RTPI Senior Membership Officer) will be on hand to
talk through the changes. To book your place, please
contact Greg Dickson:gdickson@turleyassociates.co.uk.
The event will be a great opportunity for both Licentiates
and Mentors to learn more about the improved APC
process 1 d o nniss out!

Also in September, one of the highlights of the year took
place: the site visits and consideration of the annual
planning achievement awards. This year we received a
large number of entries for our different categories
which required the Awards group (comprising of the
Awards task group of RAC members) to set aside most
of a working week to undertake the tasks of assessing
and short listing, interviewing, visiting selected
schemes and finally comparing and contrasting the
different projects to reach conclusions. | was able to
support the group on one day during which we visited
Kendal, Blackburn, Bury and Chester. Even this limited
involvement confirmed to me that the annual awards
work is not only extremely rewarding for the judging
panel as they see the good schemes within the region
and are able to talk about them to planners and other
partners about them, but it provides members with an
opportunity for some peer assessment of their work on

an annual basis.

The final RAC meeting of the year in September saw
discussion on a wide variety of subjects, particularly the
regional Business Plan and Budget for 2012 which had
to be submitted to RTPI HQ for approval. The Plan had
to be based on a national budgetary assumption that the
grant we obtain from HQ would remain at the same level
as in recent years; this requires the region to generate
itself the majority of income for our wide ranging list of
activities through for example sponsorship, partnership
working and member contributions.

Those of you who are Licentiate members, mentors or
assessors should by now be aware that the Institute is
moving to an electronic submission of APC applications
from now on. This is a welcome improvement which
North West members, especially through our Young
Planners Group, has been pressing for. New guidelines
on submission will be published shortly, but there are no
other changes to the APC procedures proposed at this
time.

Members may have seen the national RTPI media
campaign to bust planning myths by emphasizing the
full value of proper planning. This region has been
asked to support the myth that planning forces house
process up and has already made a contribution. Any
members with further good evidence or examples to
bust this myth from this region should send them to Bev
in the first instance.

Our Annual Dinner took place in October with 180
guests enjoying the event at the Lowry Hotel in Salford.
The Dinner has now become established as a major
social event of our calendar, confirmed by the numbers
attending each year. The main guests of honour were
Trudi Elliott, Chief Executive of the RTPI and the Mayor
of Cheshire East Council, Councillor Roger West. The
after dinner speaker was the well-known comedian Tom
0O 6 C o nwhaotreated guests to a quick fire repertoire of
jokes and observations. The Dinner also provides an
opportunity for wus to celebrate the Planning
Achievement Awards and once again this year winners
of the main categories were able to join us to receive
their awards.

Our final member event of the year will be the AGM to
be held at the Cunard Building on Liverpool Waterfront
on Friday 2 December. Recent AGMs have proved very
popular with members with a successful format which
we hope to repeat this year. You are promised a diverse
and interesting afternoon if you are able to attend
comprising lunch, RTPI NW AGM business meeting and
presentation of all regional awards for achievement in
2011 (some of whom will present their schemes). This
will then be followed by short talks about the major
recent changes to the waterfront followed by a tour of
some the key sites and buildings. | hope to see you
there.

John Knight
RTPI NW Chairman
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So what exactly does the RTPI do for ME?!

This is the first in an occasional series of articles which tries to answer this perennial question i what do we
as RTPI members get for our subscriptions? This time we look at CPD (continuing professional
development). The RTPI requires that all members undertake at least 50 hours of CPD across any two year
period, and the North West RAC helps you to achieve that by running one of the most successful
programmes of CPD events in the country. The CPD programme is coordinated by Bev Watson with the help
of volunteers who design the programme for the year and organise, host and chair individual events.

Across the country, the various RTPI Regions and Nations will have run 117 CPD events in 2011, attended
by a total of nearly 5,500 people. As the graphs below show, here in the North West we regularly punch
above our weight, running more events with a higher total of attendees than anywhere else (thanks to RTPI

HQ for these images).

Our aggregate attendance across 2010 and 2011
was higher than any other nation or region, but the
South West has sneaked ahead of us this year.
L e t skes if we can pull back ahead of them in
2012! »

The graph showing the number of events d o e s n -
include the free sessions on localism and the
Go v er n mganring seforms we ran over the
spring and summer T if they were included we 6 d

again be top of the tree for events organised. -

As mentioned above, the running of these events
would be impossible without the hard work and
dedication of Bev and our team of volunteers. The
RTPI is a charity, and, crucially, a member-led
organisation and we always need more volunteers
to help put together the programme and individual
events. So, to (mis)quote John F. Kennedy i ask
not what the RTPI is doing for you, but what you
could do for the RTPI!

Dr John Sturzaker
Lecturer in Planning, University of Liverpool
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A year

Il n the |1 fe

Regional Activities Committee member

Why bother volunteering?

This, | suppose, is the $64,000 question. At the heart of it
is a continuing interest in and passion for planning, in
spite of having participated in what seems like a
continuous rearguard battle with national government.
Either the government has changed the rules again or the
respective C o u n cOirécidrsof Finance has raided the
piggy bank. But | like a challenge and d o ntdké 6 n ford
an answer. At the back of my mind is the view that as the
planet gets more crowded and resources more stretched
we need more planning not less. So volunteering for the
RAC was seen as one way of trying to continue to try and
give planning the higher profile it deserves.

How did | get on?

Well, of course, it takes a meeting or two to get the feel of
things. | 6 locky enough not to be too embarrassed at
asking 6 d agf e s t iaranfeudd that this technique
helped break the ice and, hopefully, allow me to
contribute  to meaningful debate sooner than would
otherwise have been the case. Naturally almost everyone
looked so young but | soon discovered that they certainly
shared my interest in and passion for planning. So even
though | was one of the older cohort | was stilla 6 n éovo y
learning the ropes or how to cope outside of 0 n e dbrafort
zone.

High Points

RAC members are asked to help with the Regi o
extensive CPD programme, for example, as host or chair
for a session. | chaired a conservation seminar in
Li v er pGumatd 6Bsilding and alas could not stop
myself, in opening proceedings, from criticizing the black
wedge that now obscures the view of the Three Graces
from the Albert Dock. This prompted one of the
participants to go back to his office and prepare an ad hoc
power point presentation as an introduction to his already
scheduled guided walk after lunch. In spite of his noble
effort to present a rational explanation | still think this is a
good building in the wrong location! Next | hosted another
Liverpool session this time on 6 Re s o WConsc®us

helps the university save £1m per annum. We also visited
the Department of Civic Design, as yet, no blue plaque
celebrating my attendance (1971-73). | also participated
in the regional awards assessment and had great days
out visiting Warrington, Kendal, Blackburn, Bury and
Chester. In spite of worries to the contrary we received
twice as many submissions as the year before and I, for
one, was very impressed with the range and quality of the
projects we considered.

Food for thought

Times are hard, very hard. One of the saddest things was
meeting a young planner who in spite of having dealt with
the planning application for probably the r e g i mosb
prestigious development had recently been made
redundant.

| attended the RTPI fringe meetings at both the Labour
and Conservative Party conferences. Both were well
attended and, of course, addressed the Coalition
Go v e r n npeopaseall shanges to the planning system.
| spoke from the floor and, at the Labour meeting
suggested that one test for the new system would be
(/hether it encouraged strong local leadership since this
was the vital ingredient, in my view, in making the right
big things happen. At the Tory event | said whatever
proposals  were implemented the  transitional
arrangements must recognize that as well as extra time
Be?na’ allowed extra funding would also be needed, for
example, to ensure core strategies are in place.

In my first 12 months | have met two RTPI presidents,
next years President and our impressive new Chief
Executive. What goes on in London at HQ is still a bit of a
mystery to me and | look forward to finding out more in
the next 12 months.

Andsoé ..?

| have enjoyed my first RAC year and, yes, | 06 looking
forward to next year. The North West Region is a strong
region with, for example, an excellent CPD programme

Pl annatntleéUn i v e r aptlyt naed 6 F o r e sandjalfifst class branch administrator.

C e n t. Aferélunch we toured the campus and saw the
new combined heat and power plant that

Black Wedge
Obscuring the
Three Graces

However planning continues to be a complex but very
worthwhile endeavour. It is often misunderstood by many,
including the public, developers, politicians and even
planners themselves. Planners themselves, however,
need to recognize that they are best placed to de-bunk or
make accessible the finer points. The R T P Imitk buster
campaign is, in my view, a great step in the right direction
but all of us need to come to the support of the profession
at what is, perhaps, the most challenging time in
p | a n nshortdiétary.

Peter Kuit

RAC Member 2011

(Peter Kuit retired in September 2009 from Preston City
Council where he was Director of Development. As well
as volunteering for the RAC Peter is also currently a
voluntary Board member of two Cumbrian based
organizations and a voluntary business mentor. )



A lot of coverage has been given in recent years in the
planning technical press about the different planning
systems which have evolved in the devolved
administrations in Scotland, Wales & Northern Ireland.
However, only 40 miles from the Cumbrian Coast, the
Isle of Man has a planning system, which has many
differences, as well as similarities to the UK. Yet very
few planners know anything about planning in the Isle of
Man.

In the last issue of PLANNET a brief overview was
given of Development Control in the Isle of Man. This
third article now turns the spotlight onto Built
Conservation and Registered Buildings.

What are Registered Buildings?

Registered Buildings (the equivalent of Listed Buildings
in the UK) include any buildings and structures which
are recognised as having special architectural or
historical interest and which have been placed on the
| s | aRrade6ted Buildings Register.

The main objective of Registration is to protect a
building from demolition or unsympathetic alterations.
Registration is not a 6 pr e s e o v a that @tops all
change, it is simply a marker that the building is special
and that before changes are made they must be
assessed by the Department. Registered Building
Consent is needed to alter a Registered Building
internally or externally, in addition to any planning
permission which may be required.

The | s | afirstl Registered Buildings were designated
in 1983. This pre-dates the designation of the first
Conservation Areas in 1990.

There are currently 250 items on the Protected
Buildings Register. However, some of these items
include groups of buildings which have been Registered
as a single unit, so the actual number of Registered
6 Bui | idgreatgrehan 250.

The Department also maintains a Proposed Protected
Buildings Register, which includes all of the buildings
which have been put forward as potentially worthy of
consideration for Registration.  This list currently
includes approximately 300 items. Some buildings
which have been proposed for Registration are
identified in the relevant Local Plan. Buildings may be
added to the De p ar t mpapdsédslist following
suggestions by any groups or individuals.

Planning in the Isle of Man
I Registered Buildings,
Process of Selection and

Examples

Differences between the Isle of Man and the UK

The U K dsystem of Listing Buildings is similar to the
overall purpose of Registration in the Isle of Man,
whereby such buildings may not be altered or
demolished without special permission from the local
planning authority. Unlike the Listing systems
throughout the UK, there is no grading method relating
to the importance of Registered Buildings in the Isle of
Man.

Legislation

The Town and Country Planning Act 1999 is the primary
source of planning legislation in the Island. Sections 14
to 17 of the Act cover buildings of special architectural
or historic merit, including Registered Buildings.

The Registered Buildings Regulations 2005 is made
under the Town and Country Planning Act 1999. The
Regulations provide supplemental requirements relating
to Registered Buildings and buildings in Conservation
Areas. The Regulations allow the Protected Buildings
Register to be amended with properties being
Registered or De-Registered.

Planning policies relating to Registered Buildings can
be found in Planning Policy Statement 1/01 (Policy and
Guidance notes for the Conservation of the Historic
Environment of the Isle of Man) and in the Isle of Man
Strategic Plan 2007. Policy no. RB/1 from Planning
Policy Statement 1/01 sets out the relevant criterion
which should be considered when a building is
assessed for potential Registration. These include the
following:

AArchitectural interest and/or aesthetic quality
AHistoric interest

AcClose historical association

ALandmark qualities

AGroup value

AAge and rarity

Policy RB/1 states that when buildings are considered
for Registration, the Isle of Man will be considered as a
separate entity. This may result in some buildings
being Registered, when they would not be judged as
worthy of such protection if assessed outside the local
Isle of Man context.



Planning in the Isle of Man continued . . .

Architectural interest and/or aesthetic quality
Planning policy no. RB/1 states the following:

fi T hregister is intended to include buildings which are
of importance to the Island for the interest of their
architectural designs, decoration, craftsmanship, or by
virtue of the eminence of the architect; this would
include important examples of particular building types
and techniques (e.g. buildings displaying technological
innovation or virtuosity, as might be found in structures
connected with the historic railways of the Island) and
significant plan forms.o

Red House by Baillie Scott 1892 - 93,
note the details such as the carved Hopper Head and interior layout

The Red House

The Red House, Victoria Road, Douglas (RB 160)

An example of a building which has been Registered for
its architectural interest is The Red House, Victoria
Road, Douglas (RB No. 160). This is one of the most
important works of the internationally renowned
architect Mackay Hugh Baillie Scott (b.1865, d.1946).
The property was constructed in 1892/3 and was
designed by Baillie Scott for occupation by himself and
his family.

This Arts and Crafts house remains substantially in its
original form and the internal plan is one of the most
important features of the design. The Arts and Crafts
movement is sometimes described as being anti-
Victorian. In the Red House, the living spaces open into
one another as the internal dividing screens are folded
away. This contrasts with the formal living space of the
majority of the | s | a Wictdbian houses. The Red
House contains some typical Baillie Scott features
including heavy fireplaces, inglenooks, changes in floor
level and the heavy use of timer.

Baillie S ¢ o twbrk is the Isle of Man forms a record of
his early development and there are currently 13 Baillie
Scott buildings on the Protected Buildings Register (4
properties in Falcon CIiff Terrace, Douglas, are
Registered as a single unit). The majority of the Baillie
Scott designed Registered buildings are in Douglas, but
there are also others in Braddan, Onchan and
Castletown.

The Gaiety Theatre, Harris Promenade, Douglas (RB
200)

The Gaiety Theatre is another example of a building
which has been Registered for its architectural interest.
It was designed by Frank Matcham (b.1854, d.1920)
who was a famous English theatrical architect.

The theatre opened in 1900 and had great success
before the First World War. Following the Second
World War, times changed and the theatre began to fall
into disrepair. It was used as a cinema during the
19506 sand was proposed for demolition in 1968. In
1971 the Gaiety Theatre was 6 s a vbg ttiedisle of Man
Government when they bought it. The Government
began restoration and brought the theatre back to its
original design.

Today, the Gaiety is considered to be one of Mat ¢ h ar

finest surviving theatres. It has retained much of its late
Victorian interior, including stage machinery. The
6Cor s iTa anakiows performers to have the

appearance of gliding across, as well as rising up
through the stage.

The Gaiet Theatre

——
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Historic Interest

Planning policy no. RB/1 states the following:

fi T h iinsludes buildings which illustrate important
aspects of the | s | a msatiél,s economic, cultural,
religious, agricultural, industrial or military history; this
importance might also be assessed in the particular
local context of the town or village in which the building
is located.0

Bishopscourt

Bishopscourt, Ballaugh/Kirk Michael (RB 1)
Bishopscourt is one of the | s | amodt&istoric houses.

As the name suggests, it was originally the Bi s h o @

residence. It was founded by Bishop Simon who died in
1247 and was sold from the church into private hands in
1979, ending more than 7 centuries of association with
the Church.

The earliest surviving portion is the tower, which dates
from the end of the fourteenth century. Bishopscourt
was altered and extended by a succession of Bishops
over the centuries, many of whom wished to make their
own mark on the property.

Forrmer RAF Jurby (RB 237 to 241)

A total of 13 buildings have been Registered which
were part of the former RAF Jurby Airfield. The RAF
had a significant presence in the Island during the
Second World War, establishing 3 training stations and
a radar network. The training stations were Andreas,
Ronaldsway and Jurby.

The Second World War represents an era of relatively
recent history in the island. However, the surviving RAF

buildings represent an important part of B r i t militanyd s

history.

As part of the background for establishing which
buildings to consider for Registration, a series of report
were written on the | s | aSedoddsworld War Airfields
by an expert in airfield architecture, Paul Francis. Mr
Francis recommended considering RAF Jurby as a
Conservation Area due to its completeness, but this
idea was not taken forward. However, all but one of the
buildings which he recommended Registering were
Registered.

The Registered Buildings at RAF Jurby include the
guard house and fire party timber hut, the bomb stores,
the control tower, a seaplane shed and 9 pillboxes
surrounding the perimeter of the airfield (a tenth pillbox
was removed during the 19606 for a runway extension).

Former RAF Jurby

Close Historical Association
Planning policy no. RB/1 states the following:
fi Wi Nationally important people or events.o

Balcony House, The Parade, Castletown (RB 35)
Balcony House is an early nineteenth century town
house, significant for once being the residence of
Captain John Quilliam (b.1771, d.1829). Quilliam is
famous for being Admiral Lord N e | s &irstdLeutenant
aboard HMS Victory at the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805.
The British fleet won the battle against the French and
Spanish Navies, although Nelson himself was mortally
wounded. Quilliam returned to the Isle of Man and
became a Member of the House of Keys (MHK) in
1807. He then went back to the Navy for a period and
Captained ships until the defeat of Napoleon in 1815.
Following this, Quilliam returned to the Island and
became a MHK again. Captain Quilliam also lived at
the Whitehouse in Kirk Michael which is Registered (RB
250).
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Balcony House, The Parade, Castletown

Tower of Refuge, Douglas Bay (RB 205)

The Tower of Refuge (right) has close historical
association with the founder of the RNLI, Sir William
Hillary (b.1771, d.1847). However, it is also a landmark
and could even be considered a national monument.

The Tower of Refuge was constructed in 1832 at the
request of Sir William Hillary, who lived at Fort Anne on
Douglas Head. The architect was John Welch.

The Tower of Refuge was built upon the semi-
submerged Conister Rock (or St. Ma r yRoek) in
Douglas Bay, which had previously resulted in several
shipwrecks. Thet o w epregence was a warning about
the rocks and it could also be used as a place of refuge,
should anyone become shipwrecked.

The Tower of Refuge—Douglas Bay. 1832 John Welch.

In memory to Sir William Hillary, the founder of the RNLI

During the Victorian heyday of tourism the tower was an
important feature of Douglas, with boats travelling out to
it and a shop located on the Isle.

Landmark Qualities

Planning policy no. RB/1 states the following:

fi S o rbeildings will be clearly recognisable as having
such qualities whether they be located in isolated
coastal or rural locations, or as focal points within a
busy local townscape.0

Kat €ditage, Keppel Gate, Onchan (RB 117)

Kat eCbtlage was originally built as a shepher

house during the early nineteenth century and has
retained its original vernacular form. It is an isolated
building, located on a busy road in an area of higher
ground. lIts isolation and location make the property a
landmark visible for miles around.

Kat eCoteage has become one of the most iconic
landmarks on the TT Course and is seen in many
photographs taken during the races. The present name
of the cottage originated from the TT, when having been
previously called 6 T a t ®ddtst atlgee @operty was
mistakenly called 6 Kat @dtst aby ed early TT
commentator and the name has stuck.

Kat edbs Cottage
Albert Tower, Lhergy Frissell, Ramsey (RB 214)

The Albert Tower is a landmark in the north of the
Island. It was completed in 1849 and designed by
Manchester architect George Watson Buck.

The tower was built on the Lhergy Frissell hill to
commemorate the surprise visit of Prince Albert (Queen
Vi ¢t aonsod)doshe town of Ramsey in 1847. lItis
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said that Queen Victoria remained on the Royal Yacht
anchored in Ramsey Bay suffering from seasickness,
while Prince Albert came ashore, met the townsfolk and
walked to the top of the Lhergy Frissell to admire the
view.

Due to the local topography, the Albert Tower is located
in a prominent position. The northern section of the
Island consists of largely flat land which rises steeply to
the south of Ramsey. Therefore, the position of the
Albert Tower on the brow of the first hill to the south of
Ramsey means that it can be seen for many miles
around and forms part of the backdrop to the town.

:
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The Albert Tower
overlooking Ramsey Bay.
1849. Designed by
George Watson Buck.

The Albert Tower

Group Value

Planning policy no. RB/1 states the following:

fi Es p e cwheré Ibyildings comprise an important
architectural or historic unity or a fine example of
planning (e.g. Squares, Terraces or Farm Groups).0

Cronkbourne Village, Braddan/Onchan (RB 92, 153 and
222)

Cronkbourne Village is the only example of a purpose-
built industrial community in the Island. It is therefore
significant as an industrial village unit and not as
individual buildings.

Cronkbourne Village was built in the 184006 sso it pre-
dates famous UK examples of industrial housing, such
as Saltaire (1853), Port Sunlight (1888) and Bourneville
(1893). The village included the sailcloth factory, the
factory o wn e hodise, the wo r k ehoudes and the
school house.

Archibald Knox (b.1864, d.1933) was born in one of the
houses in Cronkbourne Village while his father was
employed at the sailcloth factory. Archibald Knox was

an Art Nouveau designer whose designs for Li b er

Department Store in London made him a household
name. His works in the Island include watercolours,
graphic designs, war memorials and gravestones.

The sailcloth factory closed in 1905 after steam power
has become the preferred method of power. For many
years after this, the site was used by ClucaséLaundry
who supported the hotels and boarding houses of
Douglas during the busy tourist heyday in the Island. In
more recent times, the factory works have become part
of a wider industrial estate. The wo r k &oudes are
now Commi s s i lboosesr dpsrated by Braddan
Commissioners.

Cronkbourne Village

The wo r k énguges are registered under RB 92, the
factory o wn e nodse is registered under RB 153 and
parts of the factory are registered under RB 222.

Auckland Terrace, Parliament Street, Ramsey (RB 152)
Auckland Terrace consists of 9 properties which are
registered as a single block. The properties are located
on the north side of Parliament Street in Ramsey. This

is a busy town centre route outside of Rams ey

Conservation Area. The Registered Buildings do not
include the two properties which have previously been
altered to have ground floor projecting shop fronts.

The terrace was built during the 18406 sn the Manx
Georgian / early Victorian style, which is simple elegant
architecture. Most of the properties have Georgian
doors, surrounds and windows. There are slight
differences but there is an overall uniformity to the
terrace.
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Auckland Terrace

Age and Rarity

Planning policy no. RB/1 states the following:

fi T h@der a building is and the fewer surviving
examples of its kind, the more likely it is to be worthy of
Registration. Many of the | s | a aldésb lsuildings are
likely to be the best constructed survivals of the past,
where the majority of more humble dwellings, built of
less durable materials and construction, will have
disappeared with the ravages of time. Thus, those
buildings or parts of those buildings, which survive in
substantially their original condition and whose origins
can be established as being prior to 1800, would be
worthy of consideration for Registration. Buildings built
between 1800 and 1860, may be worthy, although some
selection will be necessary. For the period 1860 to
1920, because of the greater numbers which survive,
assessment and selection is necessary to identify the
best examples. For the same reasons, only selected
buildings for the period after 1920 would be Registered:
buildings which are less than thirty years old would
normally only be listed, of they are of outstanding
quality.o

Traditional thatched cottages (RB 3 to 9)

Thatched cottages are an irreplaceable part of the
| s | aluit desitage. They are early rural dwellings
and can be seen in rural parts of the Island from
Cranstal in the north to Cregneash in the South.

Although small, the cottages are easily recognisable
and have become iconic symbols of Manx country life.

Ballure Cottage, Ballure Road, Ramsey (RB 212)
Ballure Cottage is located on the southern outskirts of
the town of Ramsey, in an area which would have once
been countryside. The property was historically owned
by the Christian family who were wealthy and influential.
This was the mill house of the f a mi watebcarn mill
which was located a little further upstream.

Traditional thatched cottages (background)

Externally, the house appears to be old due to the thick
walls and the steeply pitched roof. No exact date has
been given for the construction of the house, but
estimates range from the seventeenth century onwards.
Itis certainly one of the oldest houses in Ramsey.

Internally, the house retains many original features,
including the pine panelling which divides the internal
rooms, the oak beamed ceiling and the crude timber
staircase. The newel post at ground floor level has
been slightly worn down, showing centuries of use. The
style of the staircase becomes increasingly basic as you
step up each level of the cottage and it is almost barn-
like in the roof space.

Ballure Cottage

Despite the wealth of the Christian family, Ballure
Cottage has remained largely unchanged. A suggested
reason for this is because during the nineteenth century,
the family used their money to build the grand Victorian
property known as Dunluce on the other side of Ballure
Road (RB 215). In Census returns from this time,
Ballure Cottage was inhabited by the Christian f a mi
gardener, whilst they lived in their new home. This use
of the cottage could have ensured its survival.

Further information

The Protected Buildings Register is available for
viewing on the Isle of Man Go v e r n nwebsited s
Please visit
www.gov.im/transport/planning/conservation/registered
buildings.xml for a link to the list.

Further details about each of the Registered Buildings
are currently being scanned and will be available for
public viewing on the website in the future. At present,
paper copies can be observed in the reception of the
Planning and Building Control Division at Murray
House, Mount Havelock, Douglas, Isle of Man.

For further information regarding the | s | aRedisiesed
Buildings, please contact the Building Conservation
Officer, Mr Steve Moore (tel. 01624 685944, email.
Steve.Moore@gov.im).

Jade Craig
Department of Infrastructure
Isle of Man Government
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Update Event:
Resource Conscious Planning
Including water resources

Held at the appropriately named 6 F o r e € & g hthi® feminar
addressed one of p | a n n biggegtéclsallenges i A w h ralé should
planners have in tackling the growing pressures on the p | a n ast
Chair, Sue Kidd put it. She saw the emerging NPPF as trying to
promote growth whilst ensuring sustainability. Making more positive
use of the green belt, encouraging disparate energy generation and
the positive enhancement of certain elements of the natural
environment.

Dominic Coath (Natural England) explained the policy context
suggesting that the current 6 Na t &Emvieohment White Paper
says 0 athelrightt h i ragdsusefully, for example, attempts to put
an economic value on 6 e ¢ @ s o u.rHe sumidarized the action
proposed in the paper as MORE- BIGGER - BETTER & JOINED
UP.

Richard Tracey (NWDA) outlined how the soon to be wound up
regional development agency incorporated consideration of
environmental 6 v a | mte £abnomic strategy. Following a tour
through the region including the Cu mb r Osp@ys, Liverpool 1.
Brockholes (J31, M6) and St He | e Dréam he concentrated on
the eco underpinnings of the Atlantic Gateway project linking
Ma n ¢ h e sinhterland wa the Mersey Basin to wider Merseyside.

In a well researched expose Karen Potter ( University of Liverpool)
challenged the myth that i P | a nbuilel onsflood plains , d o ntiéey

? oShe listed, for example, press quotes, blaming 6t pé a n n ¢

following a whole range of floods dating back well into the last
century. More recent interventions included freeing rivers from
conduits and letting them 6 e x p ahen riecessary back in to their
6 or i flobdpkaihsd

Rachel Waggett (Warrington BC) introduced pioneering joint work
by her council, the new Cheshire unitaries and Halton which
progressed the concept of 6 e n enetgorks at the local authority
| e v Kldttliew Turner (AECOM) outlined how his company carried
out the detailed feasibility work involved, stressing that a proposed
major redevelopment in Warrington Town Centre, for example, did
offer cost effective combined heat and power solutions.

The University campus itself provided a very good example of what
can be done when economies of scale are available. Delegates
toured the campus and visited the new 6 En e € g gy t whicld
included state of the art boilers hooked in to a pipe network that had
first been introduced several decades earlier. The new plant was
saving the University around £1m per annum explained Project

Leader lan Murray. This theme was developed by the Un i v e r 4

Director of Facilities Management Steve Dickson who explained
that the forthcoming £600m campus development plan would
include some £25m on sustainability projects and thereby
consolidate the progress already made on reducing running costs
and limiting carbon initiatives.

Peter Kuit
NW RAC Host

Are you a Licentiate
Member of the RTPI
or Mentor?

Make sur e
to date with how the
APC process is
changing in 2012

The RTPI is introducing a number of
changes to the APC process in 2012 to
improve the process and provide more
assistance to Licentiates on their journey
to becoming a Chartered Town Planner.

The new APC guidance material has
been developed with input from
assessors, Licentiates and employers
over the past year and is now available to
download via the RTPI website:
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/join_the_rtpi/asses
sment_of professional competence/.

Please be aware that the revised
guidance will be applicable from the next
APC submission date which is 27
January 2012, so n o w ths time to get
familiar with the changes.

To assist you the RTPI NW Young
Planners has organised an APC Update
Event which is being held on Thursday
24th November 2011 @ 18:00, at Turley
Associates, Manchester Office, where
Philip Woodward (RTPI Senior
Membership Officer) will be on hand to
talk through the changes.

To book your place, please contact Greg
Dickson:

agdickson@turleyassociates.co.uk.

The event will be a great opportunity for
both Licentiates and Mentors to learn
more about the improved APC process i
d o nméss out!
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ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
2011

&

TALK & WALK
LIVERPOOL
WATERFRONT

(Speakers
Matt Brook, Broadway Malyan
and
Richard Mawdsley, Peel Holdings)

Friday 2 December
2011

(12.007 4.30)

THE CUNARD BUILDING
Liverpool

RTPI Update session :
Impact Assessments for Health
& Equity

This event was held at the Wigan Oak Hotel on Wednesday 9t
November and included a couple of particularly interesting
workshops.

Debra Fox (Department of Civic Design, Liverpool University)
opened Workshop Session 1 by briefly outlining the legislative
context for the various forms of impact assessment impinging on
the planning process. She explained the Go v e r n nirdemtiord
to see local planning authorities work more closely with health
providers and , for example, integrate 6 h e anl etehdirgobthe
emerging local development frameworks. Stressing the
importance of being clear about the definition of terms she
asked delegates to define for themselves what 6 e g uand
6 h e a meaht.yThe following discussion demonstrated a range
of answers but general consensus was evident, for example,
equating 6 e q wwith ¢ f ai ramdé& sve d | withd h g a.1 t |

Hilary Dreaves (IMPACT , Department of Public Health,
Liverpool University ) began Workshop 2 by asking delegates to
describe the work examples they had brought along for use as
part of this element of the session. They included various LDF/
core strategy draft policy statements. She then outlined the
various stages that impact assessment could take and
concentrated by way of an example on the initial screening
process. Delegates divided into two groups , each with a draft
policy statement to 6 t eagatn€i one of two screening tools she
had brought along. The following plenary session highlighted
some of the issues around the use of such tools , for example,
their applicability to specific cases and their inherent
transparency.

Whilst a number of interesting points were made in general
discussion , for example:

It could be difficult for smaller districts to deliver full
assessments because they did not have the critical mass of
experience or resource.

Smaller authorities could, however, learn from the experience
the better equipped metropolitan authorities (Wigan and Salfor
were represented at the session) or prepare such assessment:

their neighbours (for example, the ongoing work of the Centra

Lancs. Authorities)

Local authorities would increasingly have to rise to the
challenge of working more closely with their respective hea
authorities and ,for example, use the evolution of bespoke
geographically specific, ¢
buil dingd exerci se

Echoing the point in Workshop Session 1 about consistent
definitions of terms such
continueingneed f or good quality

; Peter Kuit
Host on behalf of NW RAC
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This y e a RTP$ NW Planning Achievement
awards have been especially rewarding to be
involved in, what with the daily ups and

downs in the economy and the 6i nt er

press that the planning profession has been
receiving. The quality of planning work that
continues to be implemented across the
North West can give us all comfort that
exceeding expectations  to achieve
outstanding outcomes is still very much
achievable.

The judging panel reflected a broad cross
section of the profession including private
and public sectors, academic, and retired.
We were impressed with the number of
submissions from both the regional and the
national awards, and although a small
number of entrants were not short listed
mostly as they were premature or 6 j dang
their j o lwé short listed fourteen entrants in
all, with Hyndburn and Bury sharing the
overall Award. Here are the highlights...

On our first day we listened to a number of
presentations for various documents. The
range and diversity was really encouraging
and this category really showed how people
are going well above and beyond statutory
requirements which was one of our key
criteria.  Another key criterion was about
work being led by planners and in some
instances, we felt that whilst the quality of
work was superb, there was a disappointing
level of involvement, ownership and
leadership by town planners.

The overall winner on the day for Best
Planning Document was the Chester
Characterisation  Study, submitted by
Cheshire West and Chester Council and
Taylor Young. This was commended by the
panel as a 6 Ro R b ¢ coé ldest practice in
planning and conservation and its ability to
be rolled out to other historic towns and cities
across the Country. This study is one of the
first in the country to use English He r i t
new 6 Un d er s tPd mnadcgeifapce, and
reviews conservation issues throughout the
City, identifying areas that have the potential
to accommodate positive change as well as
buildings that may be worth consideration of
further protection to help preserve and
enhance C h e s t censebvation interests.

Receiving commendations were the Central
Lancashire Habitat Regulations Screening

Royal Town Planning
"4’ mediation of space - making of place |nSt|tUte NOFth WeSt &. WYG
Planning Achievement

Awards 2011

City Centre & Approaches Characterisation Study

Volume : Inner Areas

May 2011

Chester

from Lancashire County Council, and the North West
Improvement and Efficiency Partnership submitted by CLASP.
Both submissions deliver real clarity to what can be
complicating and confusing legislation and new practice,

ag ebcr)insging a welcomed and fresh approach to these topics.

All three documents have the potential to be rolled out
nationally and showed how different professions can work
successfully together to deliver comprehensive outcomes.

Day Two, and site visits took us to Kendal to visit K Village on

the edge of the town centre. With a long history of
manufacturing and retail on this site it is great to see it in a

Background Chester
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positive use, and the achievement of a truly mixed use
scheme, combining retail, commercial and residential
space with car parking proves that, no matter what the
developers may say, it can be achieved. We awarded a
commendation to WDR & R Taggart for the

regenerative impact of the scheme.

K Village, Heritage Centre

K Village, Riverside

Flying down back down the M6 heading to Blackburn,
we visited the Lock 54 housing scheme submitted by
Places for People and Taylor Young. A real
commitment to positive place making through design
and layout, and the achievement of local empowerment
and ownership, earned this entry the winner in the
Regeneration and Sustainable Community Scheme.

Lock 54

Lock 54

Heading to Bury we listened to a presentation of 6 Bu r

but B e t tsubmitbed by Bury Council with URBED, and
a tour of the town centre and The Rock development.
We were really impressed with the quality of the
development, but the planning history behind this also
shows what long term policy planning and
implementation can achieve. | would encourage you to
have a look at the town centre if you get the opportunity.
Very deservedly, it shared the overall winner of the
Planning Achievement Award.

Riverside Place (Background)



