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ee National Trust

- thGovernment's -«
planning reforms
wfd:r'@ddrtaeth reaten

green spaces
FMAERE
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such criticisms are ‘wide

a=a Of the mark’ with the

ieferms being ‘far from a
green light for new

.- buildings being approved
B (hat detract from the

environment’.

_etter from Minister of
State for Decentralisation
and Cities to the Daily
Telegraph, 3™ September
2011
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our programme
for government
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We willl publishiand present
to Parliament a simple and
consoelidated national
planning framework
covering all ferms of
development and setting
Ut natienal ecenomic,
environmentaland social
prierities.

Discussion on the NPPF
7th September 2011



o Published: 25%" July 2011
o Select committee Inguiry evidence by: 9™ Sept.
o DCLG consultation ends: 17" October

o DCILG Structural Referm Plan states that, new
national planning policy will e in place by
April 2012
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Draft National Plannin
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Draft National Planning Policy Fr:

Impact assessment
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L and Local Government

Easier to read summary — draft National Planning
Policy Framework
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Draft National Planning Policy Framework
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the planning system has hecome
overleoaded with over 1,000 pages of
policy statements .... This has
resulted in inefficient working
practices and a system with
contradictions. Rather than helping
ocal cemmunities to shape
development In thelr
neighbourheods, the planning
system often has the opposite
Impact by Imposing rules and
targets that aggravate and reduce
community support. Tegether this
means, the existing system Is not set
Up to support econemic growth.
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(1) improve clarity to give developers
petter outcomes through greater
certainty, reduce costs and burdens

i’ for businesses, improve efficiency in

processes and promoete sustainable
economic groewth;

(1) hand power back te local
communities Instead of Imposing an
excessive number of rigid rules from
the centre;

(1) be more user-friendly and
accessible, improving community.
engagement and reducing objections
late in the process.
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Legend

- Core stratesy sdopted
[ | Carn strategy found wound

Core strateqy submitted to Sofs
I coee stratecyy published

| Cowe strategy ot published

Provid{e] an incentive
for local councils to
get up-to-date plans in

place
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Draft Mational Planning Policy Framework: Consultation
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3,426 responses were
received - 3,071 were stock
[esponses

oHow and where ‘sustainable
development shoeuld be
defined;

s\Whether the NPPE should be
a ‘spatial® plan;

*Jhe need for advice on
Jlarger-than-lecal” planning;

sSpecific Issues that should —
and should not — be In the
NPPE.
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National Planning Policy Framework

A proposed draft from the
Practitioners Advisory Group

May 2011
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» Pete Andrew — Director off Lanad
and Planning at Taylor Wimpey: UK

o Simoen Marsh — Acting Head! of
Suistainable Development at the
RSPB

o Cllr Gary Porter — Leader of South
Holland District Coungcil. Then
Chairman ofi LGA Envirenment
and Housing Pregramme Boarad
(new: Conservative Group Leader
and LGA Vice-Chairman)

o John Rhodes — Director Of Quod
(Planning consultancy) and former
head of RPS Group Plc’s Londoen
Office
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TThe NPPE Is not subject to SEA —
unlike Natienal Policy: Statements:

(3) Before designating a statement
as a nationall policy: statement fiorn
the purposes of this Act the
Secretary of State must carry out
an appraisal of the sustainanility: of
the policy set out In the statement.
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SR HM TREASURY A8 Infrastructure UK

National Infrastructure Plan 2010

October 2010
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“For the time being
national policy statements
(Whichr are separate
statutory decuments
published In accordance
with the Planning Act 2008,
setting out the
Government's poelicy on
major infrastructure

. projects such as nuclear
power stations and ports)
will net be included in the
firamework”.

Minister ofi State for
Decentralisation and Cities.

HoC. 20! December 2010
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TThe Localism Billl must provide a
statutory duty to apply the principles of
o sustainability in the planning system anad
SLL—— OLher functions of local government. The
e Bl must also provide a commitment to
L O cfine the term ‘sustainable
development” in the planning context. An
essential prereguisite of such a
commitment will be to Include in the Bill
the five internationally recognised
principles ofi sustainable development as
set out In the 2005 Sustainable
Development Strategy. A fuller
explanation off what sustainahle
development means in the planning
context should then be developed for the
National Planning Policy Eramework

Third Report of Session 2010-11
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... development that meets the needs of the
present without compremising the anility of
fiuture generations te meet their own needs. It Is
central to the economic, environmentalland
seclal success of the country and Is the core
principle underpinning planning. Simply: stated,
the principle recegnises the importance of
ensuring that all peeple should be able te satisty
their basic needs and enjoy: a better guality of
life, beth new and In the future

Draft NPPE 2011
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TThese three components should be pursued in
ani integrated way, looking for selutiens wWhich
deliver multiple goals. There Is no necessary.
contradiction between increased levels of
development and pretecting and enhancing the
environment, as long as development Is planned
and undertaken respoensibly.

Draft NPPE 2011
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... planning should proactively drive and support
the develepment that this country needs. Every
effort should be made to identify and meet the
heusing, business, and other development needs
of an area, and respond poesitively: te wider
oppoertunities for growth. Decision-takers at
eveny level shouldlassume that the default
answer to develepment propoesals Is “yes”,
except where this would compremise the key.
sustainable development principles set out In
this Framework

Draft NPPE 2011
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Lecal planning authorities should:

sprepare Local Plans on the hasis that ohjectively.
assessed development needs should be met, and
with sufficient flexibility to respond to rapid shifts In
demand or ether economic changes

*approve development propesals that accord with
statutery plans without delay; and

sglrant permission where the plan is absent, silent,
Indeterminate o wWhere relevant policies are out of
date.

All ofi these policies should apply unless the adverse
impacts ofi allowing development would significantly
and demonstrably outwelgh the benefits, when
assessed against the poelicies in this Framework
taken as awhole.
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Strategic housing land supply

Local planningl authorities should ... iInclude an
additienal allowance ofi at least 20 per cent te ensure
chielice and competition In the market for land.

Positive Planning fior Green Infrastructure and Local
Green Space Designation

Locallcommunities through local and nelghbourheod
plans should be able to Identify for special

pretection greeni areas of particular importance te
them. By designating land as Local Green Space
ocal communities will be able to rule out new
development other than in very special
clrcumstances.
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e the removal ofi the
e the removal of the
o and residential par

orownfield target
Jousing density
KIng| guidelines

o the change to the c

efinition of “‘affordanble

heusing’ te Include housing at ne more than 80

PEer cent of market
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o Greenbelt (extending the categories of
development that is permissible — including
Community Right to Build)

o “Town Centre Eirst’ (removing offices from the
policy)
o Minerals (time reguired fior landbanks)

¢ housing (removing the minimum: 15 dwelling
threshoeld for affordable housing reguirements
and removing ‘exception sites” poelicies)

Discussion on the NPPF
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o community facilities (extending the area within

WA
the

ch local authorities must take Intor account
Impact on existing facilities)

o protected sites (specifying which sites should
have special protection)

o energy (removing the requirement for local

aul
adlnNie
aut

norities to set decentralised energy. targets
Introducing ani expectation that lecal
Herities will map eppoertunity areas for low-

car
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PON and renewable energy generation)
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o The need fior an NPPFE;
o WillFthis approach help you?

o How will'it work in practice given both RSS abolition
and the intreduction of neighbourhoed plans?

o |ts relationship to ether national planning policy;

o Are the assessment of Impact right — more local plans,
more applications, more approvals?

o |s the balance right between different elements of
Sustainable development?

o |s the presumption in faveur needed — and how will that
Work in practice?

o Key chhianges to policy — netable re hoeusing,
prownfield, green space,, ....
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