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The mid-term review
A word from the Chairman (continued)

Continued from page |

being conducted in the Sheffield uni-
versities. It is also part of the British
Academy of Urbanism’s UniverCity
initiative which aims to formalise col-
laboration and knowledge transfer
between practitioners, citizens and
academia. Trudi met Karen Escott
(Sheffield Hallam University), Gordon
Dabinett (University of Sheffield) and
Simon Ogden from the City Council to
discuss developments in research/the
role/future direction of the Planning
Theory and Practice Journal and to
visit award-winning urban design/
development sites within the city cen-
tre.

In York, Trudi attended and addressed
the annual YCS Development Manage-
ment Law Conference. She spoke to
delegates about how the Institute is

seeking to defend planning and de-
bunk the many myths that some sen-
ior Coalition politicians are perpetuat-
ing.

During the morning coffee break and
over lunch, Trudi also met and chatted
with practitioners. This opportunity
for Yorkshire (and other) planners to
speak directly to the Institute’s top
brass seemed to be appreciated by
those attending. You can read more in
Bob Wolfe’s write-up below.

Apart from attending some excellent
CPD events organised by our Region
since the last newsletter, I was also
fortunate in May to be able to contrib-
ute to a great day’s training in Leeds
put together by the RTPI North West.
This provided an opportunity for folk
from the other side of the Pennines to
see contemporary practice in urban
design and place-making within the

city. I am sure we will be able to coop-
erate further with our Lancashire col-
leagues in future cross-border CPD
activities.

The Regional Activities Committee
also hosted Richard Summers’ visit to
Yorkshire in July—you can read about
his appearance at our July conference
on page 7. This also saw us back in
Sheffield for an update on the recon-
stituted Regional Design Review Ser-
vice (see more about that on page 10)
and a chat with all the region’s Plan-
ning Schools. The President’s itinerary
also took in a tour of Hull and the East
Riding. I hope those of you that got to
meet him enjoyed the experience!
There will be more details on his visit
in the next issue of Root & Branch.

Mick McLoughlin
Yorkshire Region Chairman, 2011

A great Yorkshire welcome to new RTPI CEO

Chief Executive drops in on RTPI Yorkshire Conference Series event

In her first official visit to Yorkshire since taking up
the newly created post of Chief Executive at the
RTPI, Trudi Elliott was given a warm Yorkshire wel-
come at the 14th Century Hospitium in York. She
was speaking at the Annual Development Manage-
ment Conference arranged by Yorkshire RTPI in
conjunction with Cobbetts LLP, the leading law firm.

“What is the RTPI doing about planners being
blamed for the lack of performance in the economy?”

MR, SRR L~

York legal conference (L-R): Paula Nolan, (RTPI Regional Coordina-r
tor), Pat Sutor (Conference Chair), Mick McLoughlin (RTPI Yorkshire
Chair), Trudi Elliot (RTPI Chief Executive)

asked one delegate in the Q&A session. There is no
doubt that “we must up our game” came Trudi's re-
sponse; “it is not just enough to be good at what we
do, we must excel at it, and then tell others”. She
stressed that in coming into the organisation afresh,
she realised we must never again be caught out
again by such wide ranging changes which have al-
most caught the profession unawares and the RTPI
in future would need to "carve out space" for forward
thinking both within the profession and beyond, with
all its partners and stakeholders, as planners had a
unique set of skills for helping the country through
economic crises.

Trudi spelt out detailed points where indeed the
RTPI was acting to protect the art and science of
town planning and the interest of planners in the
onslaught on the profession presented by the Local-
ism Bill. It is to be considered that as RTPI brief-
ings had been used by both Coalition and Opposition
speakers in the Commons Report stage of the Bill it
is a feather in the cap for the determined and de-
tailed work undertaken by the RTPI in collaboration
with a wide section of its members. Trudi did ac-
knowledge the "broad church" of the RTPI and that
for some we could and should always go further in
opposition to the proposals. However, being seen to
work within the scope set by the Government was
fundamental to the approach adopted by the RTPI.

Continued on page 3
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New look planning summer school

to deliver excellent content
Get your tickets now for Swansea 201 |

Just once a year, planners and elected
members from across the UK meet to
hear the latest thinking on planning,
share best practice, network with col-
leagues in other areas and gain up to
20 hours of CPD.

This rare opportunity is afforded by
the Planning Summer School. For
nearly 80 years, the School has been a
fundamental resource for learning and
ongoing career development for a wide
range of professionals working in the
planning sector; be they at the start of
their career or well established.

The 2011 School takes place at Swan-
sea University over five days, 3rd to
7th September, and is based around
the theme of ‘Planning with Communi-
ties’. Elected members are the key
focus for the first two days with pres-
entations and workshops around en-
forcement, housing, tourism and infra-
structure. Planners, including profes-
sionals working in private practice,
will get particular value from attend-
ing the latter two days, the agenda for
which has been designed specifically
with them in mind.

Perhaps the most exciting addition to
the programme this year is the one day
Planning Summit sandwiched between
the elected members’ school and the
planners’ school. The Summit will of-
fer a unique environment for planners
and elected members to work together
to further their understanding of each
others’ roles and discuss and consider
shared challenges.

The stellar line-up of speakers at the
School includes Russell Harris QC,
Steve Quartermain from DCLG, Arup
Fellow Corinne Swain, Adrian Penfold
of British Land and Trudi Elliott from
the RTPIL.

Travelling Scholarship Winner

Each year, Planning Summer School
awards a scholarship for one candidate
to carry out a research project over-
seas. In return, they are asked to at-
tend the annual Planning Summer
School and present their findings to
the assembled audience.

The 2011 winner is Clare Healy, a
planner with Arup in London, who is
currently on full-time secondment to

PLANNING
SUMMER
SCHOOI

Thames Water. Clare’s project will see
her travel to South Korea to study the
Cheonggyecheon River Restoration
Scheme.

Until 2005, the 5.8 km long river was
‘lost’ as a polluted sewer beneath a
four-lane elevated highway, a victim of
Seoul’s rapid post-war economic
growth. After a 40-year absence from
Seoul’s streetscape, the Cheong-
gyecheon was opened up, following a
multi-million dollar investment pro-
gramme.

Clare will present her research find-
ings on Wednesday 7th September at
1lam.

Tickets for the 2011 School start from
just £225 for a day ticket and delegates
can choose from a menu of packages to
include the elements they require.

Full details and booking forms are
available from:
www.planningsummerschool.org
or call 01722 339811.

Chief Executive drops in on

Continued from page 2

Key areas of activity by the RTPI
to-date have been:

(a) Progress on the "duty to co-
operate" and including the "larger
than local" principle that has been
accepted in the Bill (Clause 90).

(b) Neighbourhood Plans. Here
there are major gaps in the Bill
(resources, procedure, conflicts,
etc.). The RTPI to publish what
can be done under current legisla-
tion by existing "neighbourhoods".

(c) National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF). This is to
replace the existing PPS system
and include a presumption in fa-
vour of sustainable development.
This must be included "on the

RTPI Yorkshire Conference Series event (continued)

face" of the Bill; i.e. be embodied
in legislation. The NPPF was
published for consultation at the
end of July (see page 5).

(d) New Clause 15 (now 124)
(financial considerations as a
‘material consideration’). The
Government’s new amendment to
make financial considerations a
material consideration is deeply
flawed and potentially very dam-
aging to proper planning and con-
tradicts assurances given by min-
isters. The RTPI is calling for the
amendment to be withdrawn.

(e) Other provisions of the Bill,
including those on Mayoral pow-
ers, enforcement and other provi-
sions are currently being opened
up for discussion within the RTPI.

Trudi urged all members to get
involved in the process of chal-
lenging and changing the Bill
“and make your views known in
the process”. We need to be "loud
and proud" about planning and its
many achievements. And in a fi-
nal flourish she said the RTPI
would be publishing a paper to
debunk some of the "planning ur-
ban myths" that have been trotted
out in the past 12 months and in
order to put the record straight.

To find out more about what the
RTPI is doing and how you can
get involved, go to the website at:
www.rtpi.org.uk/item/4588/23/5/3

Bob Wolfe

RTPI Yorkshire Regional Activi-
ties Committee




PAGE 4

ROOT & BRANCH: THE NEWSLETTER OF RTPlI YORKSHIRE

SUMMER 2011

Life and times of a planning inspector

YORnet event report

A joint YORnet and Yorkshire Confer-
ence Series event starring Cliff Hughes
took place on 13 April on the 'Life and
Times of a Planning Inspector'. Luck-
ily it took place in the surroundings of
the Drivers Jonas Deloitte office in
Leeds and not in a town hall. Thirty
young professionals from the built en-
vironment got an insight into Clifford's
career at PINS, the thought process of
an Inspector, and some 'Dos' and
‘Don'ts' tips offered for a public en-
quiry. The talk was followed by a trip
to All Bar One afterwards for a chance
to relax and network.

From a young planner's point of view,
it was encouraging to see that almost
everyone attending had observed and
experienced the appeals process. The
talk was captivating; from Cliff's back-
ground in planning policy for 14 years
before joining PINS, the thorough
process of continuous assessments, the
independent lifestyle of travelling up
and down the country with casework to
some memorable site visits. Why were

Life on the road: Cliff Hughes shares the ups
and downs of life as a planning inspector.

the site visits memorable? That's a
question you will have to ask him
yourself at the next YORnet event...

Meryl Leung
YORnet

Drivers Jonas Deloitte

Join and follow us online:

@YORNetRTPI
Join the Facebook
group:

YORnet
Linked [}

Join our group:

YORnet

Planning Aid in Yorkshire

Volunteers required in our region

Following the successful bid to DCLG’s Supporting Communities and Neighbourhoods in Planning fund, Planning Aid Eng-
land has now established its new services. There’s already plenty to get involved with, so to offer your support in our region,
please e-mail our Community Outreach Coordinator, Mike Dando, on mike.dando@planningaid.rtpi.org.uk. Mike is building
up a new list, so don’t assume he already has your details. There will be a fuller update on activity in our region in the next

edition of Root & Branch, meanwhile, details can be found here: www.rtpi.org.uk/planningaid/ .

Flooding and Water: Managing the Risk

Yorkshire Practice Seminars report

Following Planning Policy Statement
25 (PPS25): 'Development and Flood
Risk’, the Environment Agency (EA)
has provided updated Flood Risk
Standing Advice (FRSA). This reflects
policy contained within PPS25 and the
EA role as a statutory consultee on
flood risk matters.

The seminar, hosted by Sanderson
Consulting Engineers in Huddersfield,
was held on 29 June 2011. Delegates
from across the region learned about
the latest advice from Gary Cliff of the
EA, with examples of the latest prac-
tice with an added planning policy
perspective. This included a focus on
Environmental Impact Assessment,

the importance of FRA and environ-
mental impact in the planning proc-
ess.

Jason McKellar of Sanderson Associ-
ates provided an engineering solu-
tions perspective which focused on
Sanderson’s approach to these mat-
ters. Further information can be
found on the Sanderson web-site:
www.floodrisk.co.uk

The Powerpoint presentation given
by Gary CIliff of the EA can be
downloaded from the RTPI Yorkshire
website:
www.rtpi.org.uk/rtpi_yorkshire/

.-
9 RTP

e/ mediation of space - making of place

YORKSHIRE PRACTICE SEMINARS

Environment

W Agency

sanderson

(consulting engineers) Itd
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Coal and development

The need to consider the prior extraction ahead of development

Across the country valuable surface coal resources are being
needlessly sterilised by new non-mineral development such
as housing, employment and retail. In England in 2006 the
introduction of MPS1 indicated the Government’s desire to
ensure that minerals are safeguarded from sterilisation
through the definition of Mineral Safeguarding Areas
(MSAs). Similar obligations are set out in Minerals Plan-
ning Policy Wales, with a slightly different approach being
advocated in Scotland under Scottish Planning Policy.

The roll-out of MSAs across England has been slow due to
the general progress on LDF's, particularly as definitive
boundaries need to be set out on proposals maps which usu-
ally accompany site allocation documents which tend to be
the last to be undertaken.

Defining MSAs do not achieve the Government’s aims on
their own; they need to be properly implemented when ap-
plications for non-mineral development come forward in
such areas. Part of that consideration includes the need to
assess the potential for the mineral to be extracted ahead of
development being undertaken. This is known as prior ex-
traction or pre-extraction. The prior extraction of coal re-
sources has been successfully undertaken across the country
both in urban and rural areas over many decades. In addi-
tion this can address mining legacy issues on some sites
thereby facilitating safe development, whereas on other sites
it can generate much needed additional revenue from coal
sales. In all cases where coal is present on a development
site, a separate permission is needed from The Coal Author-
ity to intersect with or to remove the coal because it is

Pillars of coal being extracted as part of ground works:
prevents sterilisation and is an effective method of remediating unstable
ground caused by former coal workings

The
COAL
owned by the State, this is a AUTHORITY

simple process dealt with by
the operator themselves.

Case Study

Sackville Street/Fitzwilliam Street in Barnsley which was the
brown field site of the former Canister Works. 0.85 Hectares
mixed use development including |88 residential units with
ground floor A1/A3 units and parking within the main built up
area Barnsley town centre. The site is located in an area of
surface coal resource and also former mining legacy including

shallow workings and mine entries. 1,600 tonnes of coal were
extracted within 4 weeks as part of the other site works. This
development achieved two national policy objectives: avoiding
the unnecessary sterilisation of coal (MPS[) and removed
existing land instability caused by former coal mining (PPG[4).
The development was successfully completed and now makes a
vibrant contribution to the street scene.

Prior extraction of coal can take place within major urban
conurbations, it can occur on a small or large scale, and ex-
amples are recorded on sites ranging from 0.3Ha to 28.0Ha.
Such extraction is usually undertaken as part of the overall
groundwork activities on site and it normally only takes a
matter of days or weeks rather than months or years. Also
the appearance of such prior extraction looks more like other
site preparation activity; it does not look like what most peo-
ple would consider being mineral extraction. .

As the protection of coal as a valuable energy mineral is im-
portant to the future diversity and flexibility of the UK en-
ergy market, The Coal Authority is charged with ensuring
that the surface coal resource across the country is not need-
lessly sterilised by non-mineral development as one of the
organisation’s objectives. Further information on coal re-
source issues and the planning system can be seen on http:/
coal.decc.gov.uk/en/coal/cms/services/planning/
planning.aspx. The Confederation of UK Coal Producers
(CoalPro) is the Industry Body and together with the indi-
vidual operating companies is keen to promote the opportu-
nities for prior extraction of coal resources amongst decision
makers and developers. Further details of operators can be
obtained from www.coalpro.co.uk/members.shtml

Rachael A. Bust
Chief Planner | Principal Manager—Planning
The Coal Authority

DCLG planning policy consultation workshop

National Planning Policy Framework event to be held in Leeds

DCLG is running a national consulta-
tion roadshow on the draft National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF),
which is intended to replace a raft of
national guidance in PPGs, PPSs, and
various Circulars. This will include a
DCLG-run consultation workshop in
Leeds, on Thursday, 8 September

2011. To register your interest in the
event please send an e-mail to
alan.scott@communities.gsi.gov.uk .

The NPPF is a key part of the govern-
ment’s reforms to make the planning
system “less complex and more accessi-
ble, and to promote sustainable

growth”. DCLG is keen to hear views
from all interested parties on the draft
and how it might be improved. For
more details go to the website
www.communities.gov.uk.

The deadline for responses is Monday,
17 October 20011.
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It ain’t over ‘til the fat lady sings
Yorkshire Conference Series report |

Bob Wolfe reports from the Develop-
ment Management Law conference held
in York on 18 May 2011.

I'm not sure if the hundred plus dele-
gates at York in the May spring sun-
shine took much comfort from the oft
quoted presumption that "it ain't over
till the fat lady sings" (essentially that
one should not assume the outcome of
any activity until it has actually fin-
ished) but eminent QC Martin King-
ston was emphatic that is just how we
should view the Localism Bill at report
stage in the Commons. His reasoning
being that with such a huge slice of
legislation (207 sections, 24 schedules)
having been introduced with no pre-
ceding green or white papers there is
much to play for in the passage of the
Bill through both Houses of Parlia-
ment.

Amongst the pressures that are on the
progress of the legislation are, in King-
ston's own words, the fact that “¢the
current lack of certainty is killing in-
vestment” rather than the unfortunate
remarks of the Secretary of State that
the lack of planners' action is stifling
economic growth. In addition, a num-
ber of parties including the RTPI have
come out publicly and critically on a
number of aspects of the Bill.

In response to proposals by the Gov-
ernment that financial issues
(including the New Homes Bonus)
should be included as a material con-
sideration in determining planning
applications, the RTPI President has
said “we are appalled the Government
is trying to introduce such a fundamen-
tal and damaging change to the plan-
ning system without any consultation”.

Chris Shepley, the former Chief Plan-
ning Inspector, has said “after a decade
of constant change we have now en-
tered a period of genuine chaos”.

And Liz Peace of the British Property
Federation, commenting on "local" CIL
payments as a means of easing
schemes through local opposition has
said “if taken too far, such a system
could undermine the purposes of CIL,
which is to meet infrastructure needs
generated by new development”.

Kingston offered this advice on the
presentation of residential schemes
following the chaos created by Govern-
ment action on the (intended) abolition

of RSS and the subsequent CALA
Homes court rulings:

(1) Ensure that schemes are of demon-
strable high quality and conform to
sustainable development principles;

(2) All aspects of schemes must be evi-

“The current lack of certainty is killing

investment.”

Martin Kingston QC

dence based - for housing numbers re-
fer to the Chelmer Model, which will
include a rigorous assessment of local
need; and

(3) Demonstrate that schemes have
responded to the "localism" agenda set
by the Secretary of State by consulting
widely before an application is made
and show how schemes have been
shaped in response.

Christopher Young of Chambers gave
an illuminating illustration of the lack
of information or shape included in the
Bill on Neighbourhood Development
Plans (NDP). Do not worry if you are
not up to speed on the detail because
put simply, in this skeletal form of leg-
islation; the detail is simply not there.

However, we must not assume that
"localism" means that planning per-
mission will be granted simply if local
people do not object. One key reason
for this is because a new Section 38a
will be introduced to include NDPs in
the Development Plan but there is no
clear mechanism for dealing with con-
formity issues (i.e. which will take
precedence, NDP or an Allocations
DPD?).

On such issues as with many blanks in
the Bill’s detail it really is a question of
watch this space.

The text of the presentation by Martin
and Chris can be found by following
the links on the Yorkshire RTPI web-
site.

“Hi-de-Hi & 106 and all that”

In all this was a very successful confer-
ence with significant and up to the
minute advice and case studies cover-
ing a wide array of topics.

In a range of recent cases on S106
Agreements, conference was advised
by Marian Griffiths that the Supreme
Court had ruled that “cross subsidy
(from one site to another) was only rele-
vant where development is related” (R
(Sainsbury) -v- Wolverhampton CC
2010).

In a return to his favourite holiday
home/accommodation saga - hence the
“Hi-de-Hi” tag line - John Moritz took
delegates into the intractable world of
seasonal accommodation, occupancy
conditions, non-planning powers of
control and the tourism industry as
affected by the planning process. He
concluded on the many good examples
cited that “occupancy conditions
should not be applied across the board
but each should be looked at on a case
by case basis” and in relation to the
improvements in building technologies
“seasonal occupancy conditions should
relate to the suitability of materials
used and the PPS1 linkage to existing
communities; each case to be assessed
on individual merits”.

Partner of Cobbett’s, David Hardy,
offered an insight into the world of
PPS5 Historic Environments. In par-
ticular he drew the attention of confer-
ence to the inherent conflict between
Policy HE9 deemed to deal with
"damage and destruction” to historic
assets and HE10 which relates to the
setting of historic assets.

Once again we extend our thanks to
David and the Cobbett’s team for the
valuable contribution that the speak-
ers, and the practice as a whole, put
into this significant annual event - a
real highlight in the annual Yorkshire
Conference Series calendar.

cobbetts
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Crisis, what crisis?
Yorkshire Conference Series report 2

Bob Wolfe and Richard Crabtree report
from the Localism and Open Source

Planning conference held in Leeds on
14 July 2011.

Previously we gave you an assessment
of the Localism Bill as it left the House
of Commons for the Lords debate ("I¢
ain't over ‘till the fat lady sings” — page
6). Now this debate is underway and
at the time of the Lords’ reading had
reached Clause 95 of 206 on the Bill
and the RTPI remains committed to
securing three major changes to the
Bill. These are:

1. Securing the removal of Clause 124
which currently would allow financial
considerations (inducements, including
the New Homes Bonus) to be taken
into account when considering plan-
ning applications;

2. Clarification on key elements of the
Neighbourhood Planning provisions of
the Bill on development orders, consul-
tation, referenda and Neighbourhood
Forums; and

3. Further improving Clause 95 on the
Duty to Co-operate in order to
strengthen provisions for strategic
planning in the UK; although RTPI
can consider the current status of the
Clause to be a success in lobbying and
drafting.

These were the key messages given by
the RTPI President Richard Summers
at the Yorkshire Conference on
"Localism and Open Source Planning”
held at the Leeds College of Music on
Thursday 14th July 2011.

e 5

Morning speakers sh

are a joke at the panel session (L-R): Atam Verdi

The 80 plus delegates indicated on a
show of hands that they were in favour
of the RTPI being fully on the front
foot in taking a robust stance in the
defence of planning and the interests
of Members, whilst at the same time
putting forward constructive criticism
and positive amendments to the Gov-
ernment’s proposals. It is worth re-
peating that “Open Source Planning”
apart the Localism Bill has been pro-
duced with no preceding White or
Green Paper, meaning that consulta-
tion is taking place unusually during
the passage of the Bill through Parlia-
ment. This is a most unsatisfactory
situation, resulting in legislation that
can only be viewed “in the round” in
advance of its enactment by its draft-
ers. In this regard the RTPI President
went on record by saying that the In-
stitute would not “roll over” as it had
done under the previous onslaught on
planning under the Thatcher admini-
stration.

He emphasised again that planners in
making key contributions to the prepa-
ration of LDF and other plans with
economic components was definitely
NOT the enemy of economic growth as
charged by some senior ministers
(“Planning is the enemy of enterprise”
David Cameron); far from it he said
“Ministers have respect for us in
speaking up for ourselves and the pro-
fession”.

The “Ambridge” Test

We absolutely support Localism, but
he went onto say that on the complex
arrangements for Neighbourhood

(AspinallVerdi), Michelle Bath (DPP Leeds), Andy Haigh (Conference Chair), Roy Donson (Barratt
Developments plc), Richard Summers (RTPI President 201 /).

Plans in the Bill he summarised his
concerns as worrying that “the villag-
ers of Ambridge, especially Linda
Snell, would not (nor could they be ex-
pected to) appreciate the housing and
other needs of nearby Birmingham” in
explanation of the inbuilt contradiction
in seeking Neighbourhood Develop-
ment Plans to be drawn up in confor-
mity with the surrounding LDF's and
the NPPF. Perhaps we will have to
wait for CALA MKIV to fully see where
the Ambridge test takes us in future.

TCPA household projections 2006-
2026:
235,000 pa
UK population growth 2009-2010:
470,000 (mainly from natural growth)

Housing completions 2010:
103,000
Shortfall by 2016 (Savills):

1.1 million
Shortfall by 2025 (IPPR):
750,000

Localism Bill update

Delegates were treated to an excellent
and concise update on the latest devel-
opments with the Localism Bill from
Michelle Bath of DPP’s Leeds office.
Michelle was also able to analyse the
contents of the ‘leaked-official’ Na-
tional Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF) - the closest thing the planning
profession comes to a juicy scandal!

Do We Have a Crisis of Planning?

Well, that remains to be seen, but ac-
cording to the evidence we certainly
have a crisis in housing in the UK and
it is this crisis in delivery of new hous-
ing for the burgeoning population that
the Government “rebalancing” of the
planning system is aimed to put right.

This point was emphasised by Roy
Donson (Barratt Developments plc)
who provided an industry perspective.
He asked delegates to consider the
housing facts shown in the box above.

We need to double the current housing
completions to address need, deal with
pent-up demand and move forward on
affordability. Roy was clear that who-
ever is to blame for the current situa-
tion - and the Coalition Government

Continued on page 8
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Crisis, what crisis?
Yorkshire Conference Series report 2 (continued)

Continued from page 7

clearly blames the “top down” ap-
proach of the previous Administration
- then we do have a crisis of significant
proportions on our hands and one that
all players in the industry must pull
together to resolve. He pointed out
that the completion figure of circa
200,000 houses per year was last deliv-
ered in 2007, and it was the crash with
its attendant halving of land values,
restriction on lending and collapse of
parts of the construction industry that
are the main contenders in failures of
the UK housing market.

Looking ahead at the Government's
planning reform agenda, we cannot be
clear that the housing crisis will be
resolved simply by applying cosmetic
changes to the planning system, but a
change in attitudes by all players is
essential. He advanced a number of
reasons for this:

1. Has much changed; we still have
the primacy of the development plan
and a vast body of appeal case law;

2. There has been a reduction of 13%
in housing targets by the "abolition" of
RSS and by other decentralisation
measures;

3. The Duty to Co-operate has been
strengthened but the role of LEPs re-
mains unclear as they have no statu-
tory remit in strategic planning;

4. With the debate continuing on fi-
nancial considerations, it is not clear if
either the New Homes Bonus or the
Community Infrastructure Levy will
provide sufficient incentives or infra-
structure to drive growth forward.
However, he was clear that it was not
about “buying” planning permission as

Afternoon speakers at the panel session (L-R): Mike Hayden (Chesterfield Borough

financial considerations, especially
S106 payments for infrastructure have
been a feature of planning for decades;
and

5. Finally, what signs are there, if
any, that the housing market will re-
cover. Barratts most optimistic fore-
cast is that this may happen by 2015,
however the economic cycle has not
recovered from the 2008 "crash" and
most forecasters give such economic
cycles a 10-15 year span.

Roy completed his thought provoking

presentation with this “Changing the

system of itself will not deliver, chang-
ing attitudes will”.

Viability remains important

With all the changes to the system,
Atam Verdi offered a helpful reminder
that viability remains an important
issue for securing delivery of new de-
velopment. Atam provided an over-
view of viability modelling and the con-
cept of residual land values, and con-
sidered the implications of the new
‘Affordable Rent’ model on affordable
housing provision. It’s evident from
early experience that there are a num-
ber of complexities and challenges in
developing CIL charging schedules,
and Atam provided some interesting
early case studies. He concluded by
asking planners to be aware of the tip-
ping point between risk and return,
and provided a great illustration of
overgrown risks...

New legal issues arising

The changes to the planning system
are creating all kinds of new legal is-
sues that will ultimately have to be
tested on a case by case basis. From

Council), Andy Haigh (Conference Chair), Tom Bridges (Arup), Amanda Beresford (Addleshaw

Goddard).

the intricacies of the definition of
‘sustainable development’ to the way
the forthcoming NPPF is interpreted,
Amanda Beresford of Addleshaw God-
dard noted that there will be plenty to
keep the legal profession occupied in
the months ahead! Amanda helpfully
drew out some of the issues arising in
respect of Neighbourhood Plans, the
‘presumption in favour’, changes to
enforcement (concealed breeches), and
the proposed abolition of the IPC.

What next for planning at the more
than local level?

Tom Bridges of Arup explained that
there was much to celebrate in the
achievements under the outgoing re-
gional planning system in an impas-
sioned presentation of a paper about
the value of planning at the more than
local level. Tom considered what joint
working between authorities in future
might achieve, including how the ‘duty
to cooperate’ might work out in prac-
tice. He made reference to a number of
local examples where joint working is
continuing to prove valuable.

LEPs and LEZs...

This set the scene well for Mike Hay-
den’s presentation on the Sheffield
City Region Local Enterprise Partner-
ship, including the proposals for Enter-
prise Zones in the city region. Mike
set the context, including Chesterfield
Borough’s role in the city region. Plan-
ners have a central role in establishing
a coherent strategy for the city region,
not least in making the connections
between homes, jobs and transport.
Mike also explored the out the central
role for planners in the Enterprise
Zone proposals, using the Markham
Vale proposal as a case study, where
the existing Design Framework is
likely to be an important tool in the
local development order.

In conclusion

It was a very full day, but one which
proved extremely useful even for those
of us trying to keep on top of the
changes to the system, with a high
level of debate between speakers and
delegates at both the panel sessions
and over coffee and lunch.

A special thank you to all the speakers
that helped make this event such a
success.
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Internships:The start of a journey!

First hand experience

Internships are often associated with creative
industries such as fashion and media, and
have recently been infamous in terms of the
financial sector and in politics, but their
influence in other sectors is growing year on
year, including in the Planning sector. Ryan
Dyson, a 2010 planning graduate explains
more about the concept and his direct in-
volvement in the scheme.

Background

I completed the 4 year Master of Planning at
University of Liverpool late last summer,
obtaining a First Class degree. At the time
of entering university in 2006 much of the
discussion centred on shortages of planning
graduates, today the situation could barely
be more different. With the reduction in
recruitment and limited opportunities for
planning graduates I believe internships are
a vital link in the journey from graduate
planner into the profession and feel they
offer multiple benefits not just to the indi-
vidual but equally for the employer.

My Internship

In February 2011 I started an internship,
working for Local Transport Projects Ltd, an
independent traffic engineering and trans-
port planning consultancy based in Beverley
in the East Riding of Yorkshire. I saw the
opportunity advertised online and within a
couple of weeks I had attended an interview,
had my induction and was at my desk work-
ing on my first project.

Working closely with the two company direc-
tors (Tony Kirby and Andy Mayo), and
within a team of experienced colleagues with
a wide range of backgrounds and skills on a
variety of projects, I have been able to gain

— ey

hands on, invaluable experience. For exam-
ple, I have been heavily involved in the proc-
ess of putting together Travel Plans for a
range of mixed use developments including
new schools, health centre, a factory site and
even for a country estate! I have also been
involved with the renewables sector, helping
to determine the feasibility of getting large
wind turbines to remote rural locations,
which the company have a lot of experience
in.

The first major project I was tasked with on
Day One was helping with a feasibility
study for a cycle route between Cardiff and
Newport (Wales). I think this represents
and shows the wide, varied and interesting
projects that Planning as a career can open
up; I honestly believe there are very few
professions which provide this to such an
extent. This project involved considerable
Planning History and Forward Planning
research as well as some interesting site
work, and I believe the skills I brought from
my background added to the skills of the
company.

A number of the projects I have worked on
have been directly involved in the planning
process, and emphasised to me the impor-
tance of transport, travel and highways con-
siderations in development proposals.
Whilst progressing with my RTPI APC I
have also become a graduate member of the
Institute of Highway Engineers and I have
worked with developers and architects
amongst other professionals.

From the employers perspective, Local
Transport Projects Ltd have been extremely
pleased with the internship programme
“This is the first time that we have made

The class of 2010—The University of Liverpool

use of the internship programme and we
have been really pleased with the ability
and enthusiasm that Ryan has bought to the
company. There are many synergies be-
tween the Planning and Transport profes-
sions and Ryan’s background has bought a
new dimension to our existing skills”.

The Internship Programme

The internship scheme was managed by the
University of Hull, and there are similar
schemes run by the Careers services at uni-
versities across Yorkshire including the Uni-
versity of Leeds and the University of Shef-
field. Most of the internships are carried out
over 3 or 6 month timescales depending on
the requirements of the host, offering flexi-
bility to both sides. The retention rate of
interns across all sectors continuing further
employment with the host company is ex-
tremely high.

Much of the media reporting on internships
have centred on the paid/unpaid debate. The
internship I carried out was fortunately a
paid internship with my employees provid-
ing a salary incorporating a contribution
from the University of Hull’s scheme.

Whilst these are based on shorter lengths,
the RTPI Wales region are currently in-
volved in a scheme in order to promote work
-based experience for Graduates, promoting
a partnership between Planning Schools,
graduates and employers.

I have been extremely fortunate over the
years to have gained insightful, interesting
and useful work experience during my 4
years of study including at my Local Plan-
ning Authority and at a local planning con-
sultancy, where I was able to combine aca-
demic background with hands on profes-
sional practice. Internships are often the
next stage to this, enabling the first step
into a profession.

As of May 2011, I have transitioned from the
internship scheme to further employment
with Local Transport Projects Ltd and my
first hand experience of internships and the
programmes operated through the local uni-
versities have resulted in nothing but praise
for them.

Ryan Dyson
Local Transport Projects
ryan.dyson@local-transport-projects.co.uk

For more information visit:

www.local-transport-projects.co.uk
www.graduatesyorkshire.co.uk/
yorkshireinternships
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Forthcoming events

’4

university

SHARPENS YOUR THINKING

The RTPI Yorkshire Conference Series is a partnership between RTPI Yorkshire, Leeds Metropolitan University and Shef-
field Hallam University. The programme of ten events per year is put together by planners in the region in response to sug-

gestions from delegates.

All our events are at accessible locations, and offer affordable local access to high quality CPD. The RTPI Yorkshire share of
the surplus from the programme is reinvested in other services for members in the region.

For more details and booking forms go to our website, or contact the Regional Coordinator: yorkshire@rtpi.org.uk.

Wednesday,
14 September
Leeds

What is local distinctiveness?

The RTPI has ‘Making of Place’ in its logo. What techniques are most helpful in achieving this aim
by analysing and creating a sense of place? Characterisation, Site Appraisal, Masterplanning and

Design Codes will all be considered with a particular focus on their application in town and city cen-

tres.

Thursday,
13 October
Sheffield

Rural planning: A balancing act?

Planning policy recognises that vibrant rural communities are dependent on effective transport
infrastructure, local services and affordable housing. The event will focus on planning’s role in ad-

dressing diverse rural interests including protecting local environments and promoting historic
identity alongside meeting local housing needs and facilitating economic development?

Thursday,
17 November
Leeds

Planning law update

Our annual update on significant and relevant developments in planning legislation and important
court decisions. Brought to us by Squire Sanders Hammonds. This is one of the highlights of our

conference programme, and has been for over thirty years now. For planning practitioners and law-

yers and mentioned by many as a great networking event.

Introducing IntegreatPLUS

Service re-emerges as social enterprise

IntegreatPLUS has transitioned from
Integreat Yorkshire, Yorkshire For-
ward's centre for regeneration, renais-
sance and place-making skills, to con-
tinue to support regeneration and
planning departments, community
organisations and other agencies in
delivering their visions for urban cen-
tres, places and neighbourhoods.

It is working with the Design Council
to sustain and grow the Yorkshire and
Humber Design Review Service, and
will further develop the ‘Regen Acad-
emies’ across local authority areas as
well as offering new delivery services.

Irena Bauman, Chair of the Yorkshire
and Humber Design Review Panel,
said “In a rapidly changing world con-
servation of skills, of knowledge and of
memory is a key prerequisite of sus-
tainable place making. IntegreatPLUS
will assist us to keep moving forward
through harnessing important legacy
of Yorkshire Forward’s work”.

The long-term aim of IntegreatPLUS
is to support learning, skills develop-

ment and expertise in a range of areas
such as; place making, design ena-
bling, design review, urban design,
economic development and neighbour-
hood planning, and become a shared
resource for the whole of Yorkshire
and the Humber. It will make a vital
contribution to keeping expertise and
understanding alive as many local au-
thorities lose in house regeneration
and place-making capacity

through deficit reduction measures
and budget cuts. IntegreatPLUS will
therefore continue to provide this sup-

PLU

Integrea

www.integreatplus.com

port during the current economically
challenging times.

The board and small team represent a
valuable resource in experience and
talent which would otherwise have
been lost; they will encourage collabo-
ration and act as an 'open source' to
grow greater understanding in the sig-
nificance of economically, culturally,
socially, and environmentally better
places.

Commenting on the development,
Richard Motley, Managing Director of
IntegreatPLUS said “It is great to
move forward our work. Despite these
challenging times opportunities exist
to work with communities and local
authorities in shaping more resilient
places and sustainable economic
growth”.

Contact details and further informa-
tion are available from the Integreat-
PLUS website,
www.integreatplus.com.
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The RTPI Yorkshire Region

About us and getting involved

The RTPI Yorkshire Region consists
of our Regional Coordinator alongside
a group of committed volunteers
helping to deliver a range of activities
and opportunities for planning pro-
fessionals in the re-
gion.

Activity is coordinated
by the Regional Man-
agement Board (RMB)
and Regional Activi-
ties Committee (RAC).
The RMB and RAC
meets six times per
year.

In addition to the main RMB / RAC
there are also a number of sub-
groups of members helping to ar-

faces and our meetings are

open to any members.”

range a number of other activities.
This includes the Yorkshire Confer-
ence Series, Yorkshire Practice Semi-
nars, Yorkshire Planning Aid, and
YORnet. It tends to be in these sub-
groups and between
meetings where the
real activity happens.

“We always welcome new

We always welcome
new faces, and all
our meetings are
open to any mem-
bers.

All meetings are scheduled to take
place from 6.30pm at the regional
office in Leeds (details on the back

page).

Future meetings of the RMB / RAC for
2011 are as follows:

e Monday, 26th September 2011
¢ Wednesday, 9th November 2011

Formal appointments to the RMB and
RAC take place at our Annual General
Meeting (AGM), held in December each
year. A formal AGM notice appears in
the Autumn edition of Root and
Branch; this year’s meeting is sched-
uled for Wednesday, 7 December 2011,
at a venue to be confirmed.

RMB / RAC meeting dates are subject
to occasional change, so check online or
with the Regional Coordinator before
making special arrangements.

RMB and RAC members for 201 |

Regional Management Board

Chair:
Mick McLoughlin

Vice Chair:
Andy Haigh

Honorary Secretary:
Bhupinder Dev

Honorary Treasurer:
Stan Driver

General Assembly Representative:
Ken Burley

Immediate Past Chair:
Richard Crabtree

Regional Activities Committee

Deputy General Assembly Representa-
tive : Anne Cooper

Regions & Nations Panel Representa-
tive: Bhupinder Dev

Chair, Yorkshire Planning Aid Com-
mittee: Ken Burley

Vice Chair, Yorkshire Planning Aid
Committee: Edward Wills

Membership Secretary: Stan Driver

Communications Secretary: Richard
Crabtree

Chair, Yorkshire Conference Series:
Paul Leeming

Secretary, Yorkshire Conference Series:
Richard Crabtree

Yorkshire Practice Seminars Coordina-
tor: Bob Wolfe

Consultations Secretary: Anne Cooper
Women's Coordinator: Catherine Fay

Young Planners Coordinator: Sarah
Askew

Construction Industry Council Rep:
David Johns

Careers Champion: Will Martin
Concourse Rep: Tony Ray

Other RAC Members:
Meryl Leung

Pat Sutor

Jennifer Winyard

Member news

We are keen to use this
space to update you on
news of what other
members have been
getting up to, including
new recruits to the In-
stitute, job moves, pro-
motions and anything

else that would interest
our members in the re-
gion.

If you have news you
think others would be
interested in please let
the editor know.

Please e-mail any in-
formation to the editor,
Richard Crabtree at

the following address:

r.n.crabtree@ntlworld.com
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RTPI Yorkshire We hope that you enjoyed this issue of Root & Branch, and found it
The Studio interesting and informative. The articles you have read have been
32 The Calls submi.tted by members of the RTPI in Yorkshire. If you or your
Leeds planning colleagues have views, news, reports or articles you wish to

share with other planners in the region, then please get in touch.

LS2 7EW
E-mail any suggestions to the editor, details to the left.

Regional Coordinator

Paula Nolan °
Telephone: 0113 204 2464 Future issues
Fax: 01133899871
E-mail: kshi rtpi.org.uk

mal ) yor.s re@ . pLOr&d Root & Branch is published four times per year. Copy deadlines for
Yorkshire Region Chairman the next three issues are as follows:
Mick McLoughlin o

. . . . 16 September 2011 for our Autumn 2011 edition

E-mail: mick@mjmplanning.co.uk
Newsletter Editor 2 December 2011 for our Winter 2011 edition
Richard Crabtree 2 March 2012 for our Spring 2012 edition

E-mail: r.n.crabtree@ntlworld.com

5 RTPI Keep up to date
(" Past copies of Root & Branch, up to date details of our Yorkshire

e/ mediation of space - making of place  onference Series and Yorkshire Practice Seminars, as well as other
information from the Yorkshire Region is available on our website:

http://yorkshire.rtpi.org.uk

Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI) is a charity
registered in England 262865 and Scotland SC037841.

Registered office: Royal Town Planning Institute,
41 Botolph Lane, London, EC3R 8DL

YOUR ADVERT HERE

Root & Branch is posted four times per year to over
1,400 members of the Royal Town Planning Institute in
the Yorkshire and Humber region, together with online

promotion through social media.

We are able to accept regionally-specific recruitment
advertisements. Please contact the editor for more in-

formation.




