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Structure of the talk

ÅThe Big Society, localism, deregulation and their 

implications

ÅThe ebbs and flows of British planning

ÅPlanningôs tasks: forward to first principles

ÅAssertive planning ïa future for planning



Planning reformé again!



Big Society/Localism and Urban Planning

Å The planning system is vital for a strong economy, for an attractive 

and sustainable environment, and for a successful democracy. At 

present, the planning system in England achieves none of these goals. 

It is broken.

Å éwe need a planning system that enables local people to shape their 

surroundings in a way thaté is also sensitive to the history and 

character of a given location.

Å Our conception of local planning is rooted in civic engagement and 

collaborative democracy as the means of reconciling economic 

development with quality of life... the planning system can play a major 

role in decentralising power and strengthening society.



Implications for the form of urban planning



óOpen Sourceôplanning system and the 

Localism Bill



But thené The Budget Statement March 2011



Implications of the reforms



Implications of the reforms





Ψ... after 100 years debate on how to plan the 

city, after repeated attempts ςhowever 

mistaken or distorted ςto put ideas into 

practice, we find we are almost back where 

we started... That does not mean, of course, 

that we have got nowhere at all... it does 

mean that certain trends seem to reassert 

themselves; perhaps because, in truth, they 

never went away.Ω



The ebbs & flows of planning over 100 years





















άAll this stuff about planning and 

compensation and betterment.  Broad vistas 

and all that.  But give to me the eighteenth-

century alley, where foot-pads lurk, and the 

harlot plies her trade, and none of this new 

fangled planning doctrineέ







ÅAccording to Buchanan (1974), in 1947:

ÅEnsuring equality of opportunity, prosperity and standards

ÅGetting urban areas into shape

ÅEnsuring a sufficient and economic transport system for 

people and goods

ÅConserving natural resources

ÅConserving the nationôs heritage



http://www.thingsmagazine.net/projects/023/013.htm





