Buildings

villages. Developments sprung up across
the city which were engendered by new
ideals in town planning, social cohesion
and economic regeneration, and also
took into account Edinburgh’s own
historic architecture such as Robert
Hurd's and Spence’s designs for
tenement flats in the Canongate.

The three listed telephone exchanges
from this period are representative of
the technological innovations which
were being made in the immediate
post-war period, and each example
demonstrates the combination of up-
to-date technology and forward-
thinking design from the 1940s through
to the 1960s.

Sir Basil Spence (1907-1976), was one
of the most important and versatile
British architects of the post-War
period. Spence was prolific in Edinburgh
and his practice is associated in the
design of a number of buildings on the
list. Among these are imaginative
residential developments at Newhaven
and Canongate, the innovative and
striking Mortonhall Crematorium
(1967), Edinburgh University library on
George Square (1965), the Scottish
Widows Offices on Dalkeith Road
(1972) and St Andrew’s Church on
Clermisiton View (1953). Spence was
the architect of some of the most
significant international post-War
buildings such as Coventry Cathedral,
the executive wing of the New Zealand
Parliament Buildings and the British
Embassy in Rome.

The architectural firm of Robert
Matthew, Johnson-Marshall and
Partners, was another practice whose
inspired post-war designs have since
become listed buildings; in particular
the work produced for the University of
Edinburgh at George Square: the David
Hume Tower, the William Robertson
Building (pictured above), the Adam
Ferguson Building, and the George
Square Theatre. Another important
building by the practice, designed by
the talented John Richards, is the

The William Robertson Building, Edinburgh University © image courtesy City of Edinburgh Council

ground-breaking Royal commonwealth
Pool and the striking design for
Edinburgh’s only post-war listed shop
premises, British Home Stores.

Significant formal developments in
modern architecture can be seen in the
design of other University buildings
which include the classically styled
Adam House on Chambers Street by
William H Kininmonth; Pollock halls of
Residence, Dalkeith Road by Rowand
Anderson, Kininmonth and Paul; and the
Hudson Beare Lecture Theatre at Kings
Buildings by Robert Gardner-Medwin.

The architectural firm of Morris and
Steedman excelled in the
conceptualising and design of ultra-
modern private houses and some of
their most important examples are
found in Edinburgh: Avisfield, Cramond;
the Hunt/Steedman Houses, Ravelston
Dykes Road and the Sillito House,
Charterhall Road. The quality and
inventiveness of Morris and Steedman’s
one-off houses set them apart from
other modern Scottish architectural
practices. They have gained
international recognition for their
rigorous application of Modern
Movement principles, inspired by Marcel
Breuer and Richard Neutra, but with a
unique Scottish execution. Other
important one-off designs for post-war
private housing include Clapperfield,
Nether Liberton by Stuart Renton and
Alexander Esme Gordon’s own house in
Greenbhill Park.

Conclusions

Historic buildings should reflect

all aspects of life, and much of
Edinburgh’s recent social and
economic past is expressed in these
post-war listed buildings.

Many buildings of the Victorian period
were lost not least due to a general
distaste for the style in the 1950s and
60s, but as time moves on we can
look at the past more clearly. There is
a similar risk that buildings from the
post-war period may be neglected
before a longer time frame allows
their true value to be appreciated.

The identification of what is
important in our built heritage is an
evolving process as each generation
re-evaluates what it wishes to pass
on to following generations. There

is a need for the appropriate
assessment and identification of the
most significant buildings of quality
from this period, which represent the
best of modern architecture, in order
that they can be given the protection
which listing provides. A wider
understanding of the buildings of
the period will ensure that an
appropriate assessment of
significance is carried out and that
the best of modern architecture is
protected and celebrated.

For more information see
www.edinburgh.gov.uk/
downloads/file/4218/edinburghs_
post-war_listed_buildings



Scottishplanner : FOCUS ON HOUSING

Where Now for Affordable Housing?

The economic situation has put a renewed focus on how to deal with affordable
housing. Given this, Scottishplanner asked a local authority and Homes for
Scotland the question — where now for affordable housing?

BLAIR MELVILLE, HEAD
OF PLANNING STRATEGY,
HOMES FOR SCOTLAND

Homes for Scotland’s key messages
identify three major constraints on
home building in Scotland —
restricted supply of retail and
commercial finance; over-regulation;
and delivery of affordable housing. Planning focuses on the
third issue, but fails to understand that all three are
interrelated. Scottish Planning Policy rightly seeks the
integrated planning and delivery of housing of all tenures.

By contrast, some parts of the public sector continue, like a
stuck record, to demand increased investment in social-rented
housing despite falling capital resources.

Even with public subsidy at historic highs, meeting affordable
housing needs via social-rented housing was failing. Now a
whole new set of households — first time buyers, those earning
below £35k, or those with perceived credit issues —
desperately need help too.

Scottish Government and the private sector are constantly
innovating to increase housing output. A common thread
throughout the new funding and delivery models created by

GALE BEATTIE, TEAM
LEADER IN DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING, ABERDEEN CITY
COUNCIL

In Aberdeen we have a policy in

our Local Plan which looks for
developments of over 20 homes to
contribute no less than 10%
affordable housing, however our new
Local Development Plan proposes raising this requirement to
25% and dropping the threshold to 5 homes. This position was
supported by our Structure Plan and a comprehensive Housing
Needs and Demand Assessment that was deemed robust and
credible by the Scottish Government.

Affordable housing is a policy which has a high level of political
support and the delivery of this policy objective can often be
contentious, particularly when an on site solution cannot be
achieved as local politicians want to see a visible contribution
to the housing needs of Aberdeen. This political support comes
from a very real understanding of the need to provide more
affordable homes in Aberdeen.
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Government, and our companies’ new financial products, has
been to widen access to housing choices. Shared equity, mid-
market rent, starter homes and new financial models such as
Mortgage Indemnity Guarantees are all aimed at diversifying
tenure and type.

Yet repeatedly our companies are denied the opportunity, in
negotiation with planning authorities on affordable housing,
to provide this greater diversity. Why, when Government
policy identifies many ways to deliver affordable housing?
There is a simplistic view among planning and housing
officials that any new provision must be matched directly to
households in need. This ignores the need to create
opportunities for all households to access a choice of housing
solutions and to recreate a working “housing ladder” to
increase movement within the stock. More choice and more
movement are critical to allowing households to find solutions
appropriate to their needs.

Private investment in affordable housing will have to augment
public subsidy in the future; most of that will be non social-
rented provision. That will require a reduction in the burdens
on development, whether costly new standards or excessive
planning obligations. Development returns cannot support all
these and subsidise affordable housing. The industry wants to
provide more homes - what are planning's priorities?

So, whilst the Scottish Government and developers may be
keen to see greater flexibility when implementing affordable
housing requirements, Councils are still faced with a clear need
to increase the amount of affordable homes as demonstrated
by waiting lists and homelessness figures and a policy
approach which is strongly supported by politicians. This
requires creativity and the need to consider solutions that
perhaps don't fit the traditional view of affordable housing.

As socially rented homes provided by housing associations
become increasingly difficult to deliver then, perhaps, we need
to consider new products and look to the myriad of funding
mechanisms that emerge when times are tough. We have a
strong history in Aberdeen of working with the private sector
and other stakeholders and we established an Affordable
Housing Forum a number of years ago which meets four times
a year to look at delivery of affordable housing. At the end of
the day we want to have a pragmatic approach that provides
housing — 25% of nothing is nothing and helps no one. We
hope that in our negotiations through our planning gain team
we can implement the policy sensibly in difficult times and our
collaborative approach will help provide affordable homes for
the people of Aberdeen.



The Drive for Energy Efficiency in Housing

David Stewart outlines some of the lessons emerging from the Housing Energy Efficiency
Learning Network managed by the Scottish Federation of Housing Associations (SFHA).

Energy efficiency has never been higher
up the agenda for housing. Fuel prices
rising well above inflation have meant
that increasing numbers of people suffer
fuel poverty. At the same time the threat
of global warming saw the Scottish
Parliament pass the Climate Change Act
in 2009, setting a challenging target of a
42% reduction in carbon emissions by
2020. With existing housing responsible
for 25-30% of carbon emissions, housing
will have a significant role to play if the
target is to be met.

Responding to the Challenge

The SFHA recognised the increasing
importance of the issue and responded
by agreeing to lead a Housing Energy
Efficiency Learning Network on behalf of
the Scottish Government. The key aim
of the network was to provide a platform
and resource for those working for
housing associations, councils, private
developers and private landlords to
improve their knowledge and practice in
order to improve the energy efficiency of
their housing. A secondary, but important
role, was to provide feedback to Scottish
Government on the key issues facing
practitioners and what was required in
policy to assist practitioners to improve
energy efficiency in housing.

Key Lessons from the
Learning Network

Some of the key lessons from
participants were:

+ There needs to be a central point that
allows organisations and individuals to
share and publicise best practice, and
lessons from things that didn’t work;

+ Practitioners want reliable, clear
information on what new technologies
work best and are cost effective in
energy efficiency.;

+ Funding for energy efficiency and
renewables comes from a wide range of
funds, creating a complex landscape for
practitioners. There is also a real

challenge as funding support moves
from grants to loans and revenue
payments - support and guidance is
vital to enable a successful transition;

+ While there are a lot of innovative pilot

schemes there is a need to move from
energy efficiency being characterised as
a niche interest to a more mainstream
activity;

- It is vital that the necessary skills,

information and support is in place to
help landlords and developers maintain
and build energy efficient housing.
While this provides a real challenge,
there is potential to create skilled jobs.
Housing associations and councils have
the potential to take advantage of this
opportunity as early adopters of green
technology.

+ Resident consultation and buy in is

crucial for energy efficient schemes to
succeed and for technology to perform
to its optimum. Organisations who
have developed energy efficient
projects state that tenant education is
a key component of successful projects;

« There is a clear desire for guidance to

be developed specifically for the most
cost effective means of addressing
energy efficiency in some of the main
house/construction types in Scotland —
for example pre 1919 stone built
tenements and multi storey slab
construction.

Opportunities and Challenges
Going Forward

Looking ahead, the drive to improve
energy efficiency presents real challenges
to those involved in housing, but it also
presents some opportunities. Developers
of new-build housing face rising costs to
meet stepped increases in energy
efficiency in the building standards, and
this comes at a time when grants for
social housing have been drastically
reduced and when the housing market
continues to suffer following the credit
crunch. The greatest challenge, however,
is in existing housing. The Scottish
Government has revealed its intention to
set a Climate Change Standard for social
housing by 2012, with targets to be met
by 2020. While the aspiration is welcome,
this comes at a time when grants for new
build affordable housing have been
slashed while welfare reform cuts the
income available to housing associations
and their tenants.

There may also be opportunities. The UK
Government has developed a Feed in
Tariff for renewable electricity and this
can help fund schemes such as wind solar
and hydro energy, providing income to
landlords and reducing tenants’ fuel bills.
A similar scheme to fund renewable
heating schemes ( the Renewable Heat
Incentive) such as combined heat and
power and district heating, is due to be
launched in the coming year.

For more information see www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/regeneration/pir/

learningnetworks/EnergyEfficientHousing

The Scottish Design award winning Passivehauses

Tigh Na Cladach developed by Fyne Initiatives.
© image courtesy Fyne Initiatives
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Rothienorman - A Quality

The winner of the
Scottish Awards for
Quality in Planning,

was the Scotia Homes
development in
Rothienorman, a
housing and mixed use
development in
Aberdeenshire. Derrick
Steel, Director of Urban
Projects at Scotia Homes,
outlines what makes the
project special.

The Scotia Homes development in
Rothienorman was the overall winner
of the Scottish Awards for Quality in
Planning. The judges said “The
application of a design led approach, in
consultation with the community, has
resulted in the development of a
distinctive place: One that draws on and
works with the existing local building
vernacular in terms of scale, materials
and colours without appearing pastiche;
and where standard approaches to road
design have been challenged to create
streets that are not dominated by the
car, are well connected and that provide
a mix of active uses with clear
distinctions between public and private
space.” They commended the variety
of outcomes achieved by the
development : a quality place,
community involvement, commercial
success and an enabling culture.

Context

Rothienorman is a small village in rural
Aberdeenshire located some 25 miles
north of Aberdeen. It has a population
of about 650 people. The site of the
new development lies within the
settlement boundary. It was a
brownfield site; the previous use was a
factory that manufactured agricultural
trailers, which had closed down.
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The village has a small historic mixed-
use core concentrated around one
street, which includes residential
properties and some small shops,
workshops and other buildings that
serve the local community needs
including a corner shop, hairdresser,
post office and pub. Over previous
years the village had expanded with
the addition of a number of low-
density suburban housing areas.

Design Objectives

In redeveloping the site Scotia Homes
had a range of design objectives.
Firstly, we were keen to produce a
commercially viable development that
meets the needs of the local
community. In doing this we were
keen to adopt a design that reflected
the character of the built environment
of local settlements and to create a
place, and specifically a place for
people. We also wanted the design to
incorporate a mix of uses.

To achieve these ambitions we
undertook an early form of public
engagement by working closely with a
group of people from the local
community who helped refine the
design of the scheme before making
any planning application. We made
sure the scheme made as many

pedestrian and vehicular connections
into the existing community as was
possible. The layout concentrated on
creating the public spaces, such as
streets and squares, and included
mixed use as an integrated part of the
urban form. We ensured that the
frontage of buildings - rather than the
backs or open spaces - properly
addressed corners of streets and that
blocks of development were properly
finished so that the properties faced
out, meaning that, for example, no
back fences could be seen in the public
realm.

The design catered for the car but
aimed to reduce its dominance
through the provision or rear parking
courts and garage areas. It also
provided a mix of property types and
sizes that ranged from small flats to
large detached houses and pepper-
potted affordable properties in the
layout such that it is indistinguishable
from the open market properties. We
designed out any small unnecessary
areas of public open space and reduced
the size of any front gardens to give
the designers flexibility to create better
streets. This all meant that the density
of development was increased and
variety introduced, for example
through using varying storey heights in



the development of up to two and a
half storeys and with the introduction
of dormer windows.

The Development

The gross area of development is 2.3
hectares. A total of 79 properties have
been constructed which means that the
development density is 34 units per
hectare. The average size of the
properties is 77 sqm.

There are 14 affordable houses in the
scheme, which are rented out through
Tenants First Housing Co-operative. The
total development sales value of the
development is some £11.9 million.

Scotia Homes started the design of the
development in June 2005, we started
construction on site in November 2007
and the development was completed in
May 2011.

Issues

The development of Rothienorman was
not all straighforward and several issues
had to be overcome —both by Scotia
Homes and Aberdeenshire Council - to
make sure that it came to fruition.

We were challenged to produce new
house and flat designs so that we

could achieve our ambitions for the
development in terms of design
objectives. It was also a new experience

for Scotia Homes, as a house builder, to
incorporate mixed use into the site. The
commercial activities in the site need
assistance to ensure that they would be
sustainable over the longer term. This
meant that Scotia Homes, as the
developer, had to have patience and an
ability to nurture and help businesses
take hold.

Another issue was that although the
council had developed a design brief for
the site at an early stage, we were of the
view that this didn’t provide for the right
solution for the site. We had to
challenge this and negotiate with the
local authority in order to receive
planning consent.

We were all challenged in attempting to
take forward a new approach to road
design in advance of any government
policies, such as Designing Streets, to
support the approach.

The design approach was new to the
Scotia Homes team and so our
construction team had to adapt to a
different form of building and challenges
that this created.

Conclusion

Rothienorman was a new way of doing
things for Scotia Homes. It challenged us
in terms of new design approaches, in
working to develop a mixed use scheme
rather than a pure housing development,
and, this had implications for the
construction process. However, we are
pleased to have stuck with it as the end
product has proved to be a success - not
only in terms of the accolades received
through winning the Scottish Awards for
Quality in Planning — but particularly
given the quality of the place we have
managed to create for people.

For more information see
www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-

Environment/planning/modernising/cc/
Rothienorman.

© images courtesy Scotia Homes Ltd.
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The Issues for Housing

Murray Shaw, Partner for Infrastructure, Transport and
Environment at Biggart Baillie LLP, sets out his thoughts
on the key issues facing housing.

Rates of house building have always
fluctuated in Scotland. The peak was
reached in the mid Seventies when
completions in Scotland were between
40,000 and 45,000. However, by 2007
that peak had declined to a figure of
approximately 25,000 units per year and
Scottish Government's discussion paper
“Firm Foundations” set out proposals,
described as “ambitious and radical”, for
a target of 35,000 units per year by the
middle of this decade. This would mean
securing major improvements “in the
supply and quality of new housing in
Scotland, enabling people across the
country to meet their housing need and
aspirations”. It also intended to
moderate the significant increases in
house prices which had occurred.

Since then completions in Scotland has
fallen further, a number of significant
house builders have gone out of business
and others have withdrawn from the
Scottish market. House prices in some
parts of the country have decreased but
there are genuine concerns that a lack of
supply will mean that price will become
an issue as the economy picks up. Even
if that does not happen the fall-off in
completions alongside increasing
household numbers means that the aim
to meet housing needs and aspirations
by the middle part of this decade is, in
reality, unachievable.

In March 2009 Scottish Government
reconvened its Housing Supply Taskforce
to champion new ideas and innovative
solutions to support delivery and
funding to increase housing supply
across all tenures. A number of
recommendations made were
procedural, including changes to the
CPO system, while others were more
substantial relating to issues such as
upfront funding for infrastructure and
new means of front financing
development. While progress has been
made on the procedural
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recommendations those involving
funding are proving more problematic in
the current financial climate. This is
recognised in a report which emerged
just prior to Christmas entitled
“Development, Delivery and Viability”
prepared for the Scottish Government
by GVA Grimley.

Last year Scottish Government

published a further discussion document
“Fresh Thinking, New Ideas” which
acknowledged how the housing industry
could support the Government’s Purpose
of sustainable economic growth. And
the Government's Scottish Planning
Policy stresses the need for an effective
supply of land for housing through the
Development Plan process. The
relationship between that and the
current economic situation was
addressed in a letter from the Chief
Planner in October 2010 which
acknowledged that where there isa 5
year supply of effective housing land and
the impediment to developing that land
is the availability of mortgage or low
level demand there is little purpose in
releasing additional sites. Building
homes, not simply making land available,
is a real issue.

It remains difficult therefore to see
what can be done given the current
financial restrictions. One area however
that may be worthy of more innovative
thinking is the provision of affordable
housing. The Scottish Government
appears committed to making funding
available for that. Planning Advice Note
2/2010 (Affordable Housing and
Housing Land Audits) defined affordable
housing as “housing of a reasonable
quality that is affordable to people on
modest incomes”. All too often local
authorities appear to concentrate their
energies on making land available to
RSL's to build housing for rent. Often
the trigger to the transfer of land is
commencement of a development.

m One area that may be worthy
of more innovative thinking is the
provision of affordable housing.
The Scottish Government appears
committed to making funding
available for that. m

Developers, while they may have
permission, are not able or willing to
implement those permissions in the
current climate. If, however, rather than
being required to transfer land they were
encouraged to provide affordable
housing (to people on modest incomes)
that might permit development to
commence on sites which are currently
not coming forward. It means the
developer has control over the whole
site — often a matter of concern. It
means the developer can protect jobs
and potentially stimulate activity. It
means affordable housing will actually
be built. This may, however, have to
overcome some procurement issues.

Given the very real difficulties in the
housing industry and the very real
difficulty in finding workable tools to
address those issues, looking at the way
in which affordable housing is provided
in a more pro-active and practical

way may be one way of seeking to
address some of the very real problems
which exist.



Meeting the Challenge for
Sustainable Housing
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Are house buyers ready for a house with no boiler? What
happens to streets if all the houses face the sun? Is up front
investment in infrastructure economically sustainable? Eugene
Mullan, Director at Smith Scott Mullan Associates, discusses.

These are just some of the challenges
Smith Scott Mullan Associates and
Queensberry Properties (Buccleuch
Property and Cruden Homes) have been
addressing in the development of 85
new homes at Canonbie, a village 10
miles north of Carlisle. Recently granted
planning approval, the scheme achieves
a high level of environmental
sustainability and in particular a
significant reduction in CO? through
passive energy strategies.

The site, along with others in Canonbie,
has been allocated under a Structure
and Local Plan Policy to encourage
development in existing settlements,
supporting communities and maximising
the use of existing services, such as
schools. The site lies between the
existing village and the river Esk and has
significant areas of mature landscape. A
gentle south facing slope provides the
opportunity for a passive solar strategy.
While the aspiration to create energy
efficient sustainable housing is
universally welcomed the impact on the
street and neighbourhood form is
usually more significant than expected
and requires careful balancing with the
expectations of the eventual purchaser.

This passive concept provides a strict
controlling “rationale” for the design and
influences decisions at all scales, from
the overall layout, to the detailed design
of the units. The site layout locates the

majority of houses close to the northern
boundary of their plots and “staggers”
the houses to provide each house with
maximum southern exposure. The
individual house plans create long south
facing elevations containing living
accommodation, with secondary spaces
located on the northern side.

The challenge is to achieve appropriate
development density while minimising
overshadowing. As in all passive solar
designs, orientating most units to the sun
path limits opportunities for “place-
making” issues such as street hierarchy
and surveillance (see diagram above).
The solution to this challenge was careful
design of entrances, maximising
opportunities to place windows on
northern elevations, and high quality
boundary treatments to provide variety
and enclosure to the streets. The key
lesson is that such design is highly site
specific and will work for certain locations,
site densities and market segments.

Creating a community with a sense of
place and identity, where people will
want to live for generations to come, is
key to the broader aspects of
sustainability. Working closely with
Dumfries and Galloway Planners and
transportation engineers, Smith Scott
Mullan has developed a public realm
focussed on pedestrian priority.
Employing ‘shared surface’ principles, the
design is based on small courtyards,

accessed from a public "Square”. The
dominant geometry of conventional
road design, which separates vehicles
and pedestrians, is replaced with a
shared streetscape of pedestrian priority.
Formal landscape devices, such as tree
planting, hedges, walls, fences and
railings are incorporated within the
“Square”, with boundary conditions
carefully considered, in order to create a
public space at a human scale and a
welcoming environment.

The solar strategy for the house units
was developed in conjunction with the
Energy Saving Trust, combining high
levels of insulation, air tightness and
thermal mass to reduce energy demand.
Once the requirement has been
significantly reduced, the obvious
question of “Is a heating system
required?” must be addressed. Although
technically only requiring a small
localised heat source for occasional use,
from a marketing perspective it was
considered that a boiler should be
provided. As Buccleuch Property’s sister
company Buccleuch BioEnergy
specialises in renewable energy,
domestic Biomass boilers are currently
being evaluated. The provision of a
neighbourhood CHP system was also
considered, however the relatively low
housing density and the initial
infrastructure costs on a development
likely to be phased over 5 years proved
prohibitive. The project team are keen
to understand the advantages of living in
such houses and a Post Evaluation
Programme is planned, with the Energy
Saving Trust monitoring the lifestyle
implications of this approach.

Initiated by the private sector, this
ambitious project is an example of
forward thinking and integration
between developer, local government
and advisory bodies. It addresses a
number of the key issues that
developers, planners and design
professionals must understand, if the
house building industry is to make a
major contribution to achieving the
ambitious energy and place making
targets set out by the Scottish
Government. The result will be well
worth watching.



Planning for Success

Petra Biberbach, Chief Executive of Planning Aid for Scotland, outlines
why the organisation is shortlisted for a Charity of the Year Award.

b1
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Planning Aid for Scotland (PAS) is an
independent organisation, working
across Scotland to improve the way
people engage with the planning
system - as well as providing unique
opportunities for planners to engage
with people!

The past year has seen PAS transform
the way it operates and delivers its

unique array of services across Scotland.

For this reason, PAS has been
shortlisted as one of five nominees for
the much-coveted Charity of the Year
title at the Scottish Charity Awards
2011.The awards recognise excellence
in Scotland'’s third sector and are run
by the Scottish Council for Voluntary
Organisations. This year's awards will
be presented on 16 June and by the
time you read this, the verdict will be
in, so visit our website to see how

we fared!

Over the years PAS has worked hard to
source funding for various successful
outreach projects —in the process
picking up the RTPI Planning Aid Award
in 1996 and awards and commendation
from the Scottish Awards for Quality in
Planning in 2006 and 2007 respectively.
Our recent growth, however, was set in
motion by the ambitious reform of the
Scottish planning system which placed
a greater emphasis on effective
community engagement. The ground-
work that followed paved the way for
the milestones that the organisation
achieved in the past year.

Volunteering is at the heart of the way
we do business. The delivery of all our
training and services is only possible
due to the time and skills provided by
our volunteers — now a staggering 15%
of planning professionals in Scotland!
Our volunteer base has grown by
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planningaid

over 20% in the last year alone! For
PAS volunteering does not represent a
cheaper way of delivering products
and services — on the contrary, it
represents a considerable investment
by PAS which then generates added
value to our services. Indeed, PAS

has achieved Investing In Volunteers
status — and continues to work hard to
maintain this.

PAS reached a number of milestones in
2010. Our free planning advice service
assisted a record number of members
of the public; our staff and volunteers
met and talked with over 7,500
members of the public at our
information roadshows a partnership
with ASDA, Homebase and Tesco across
the length and breadth of Scotland,
taking planning to the people! We
piloted a series of training events with
Gypsy/Travellers and minority ethnic
groups to help increase engagement
with the planning system and
encourage greater understanding by
planning professionals to the issues
facing these groups. And we are
delighted to be working with a growing
number of local authorities and
agencies to deliver services and help
improve engagement in planning.

In 2010 we launched a number of new
and innovative programmes — notably
IMBY (In My Back Yard) the primary
education programme for primary
school students; and the Mentoring
Scheme to help communities develop
their own assets or deal with asset
transfer. IMBY is an educational
resource for primary school children
(P4 —7) to help them engage by
learning about how their own local built
environment is shaped. IMBY is the
first structured curriculum for active

citizenship in the built environment in
the UK and Learning & Teaching
Scotland recently recognised it as an
‘Inspiring Practice’ example of active
citizenship for young people in
Scotland.

None of these achievements would
have been possible without the
continued commitment of our army of
volunteers across Scotland. It is those
planning professionals who offer their
time and specialist knowledge to enable
everyone to gain the know-how and
confidence to engage with the planning
system. This professional knowledge-
transfer does not just happen by itself -
we do invest in the skills development
of our volunteers and, in return, we
have an invaluable pool of talent at the
heart of our activities. Our volunteers
are at the forefront of the culture
change agenda. Why? Because they are
doing it!

As we continue to ‘take planning to the
people’ and deliver our ambitious
programme of training and events 2011,
there’s never been a better time to

become involved as a PAS volunteer.

Find out more or get in touch through
www.planningaidscotland.org.uk.

The
Scottish 2011
Charity Awards

l !
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Scotland'’s Young Planners —

Looking Back but Moving Forward

Andrew Trigger, Chair 2010-11, and Zoé McClelland, Chair 2011-12,
reflect on the work of the Scottish Young Planners Network.

For those who don't know, the Scottish
Young Planners Network (SYPN) is
organised by a fifteen-strong steering
group with a broad composite of central
and local government officers,
consultants, key agency staff, house
builders and students. The group reports
to the RTPI's Scottish Executive
Committee. Chairing the group is a
twelve month commitment and follows
a year as Vice-Chair. The Vice-Chair is
elected by the steering group.

The SYPN is aimed at those within the
profession who are under the age of thirty
five or who are relatively new to the
profession. However, we will never turn
away anyone who is interested in SYPN
activities and in some cases we will
actively encourage ‘old’ planners to attend!

We are increasingly being seen as the
voice of young planners, a point
demonstrated by Aileen Campbell,
Planning Minister, asking to meet with us
to discuss planning careers and how to
attract people into the profession.

As always, our marquee event was our
annual conference, which this year
focussed on the opportunities and
challenges surrounding Scotland’s
coastline. This well-attended event —
chaired by RTPI President Richard
Summers - proved to be a roaring success
and provided much food for thought,
particularly surrounding the relationship
between land use and marine planning,
and the management of the renewables

boom. A big thank you to all the
speakers, sponsors and delegates who
helped make the event possible.

It is rumoured that to any Licentiate, the
acronym APC is a swear word. However,
it is the process that must be undertaken
to attain chartered status within the
RTPI. In an effort to share the burden,
the SYPN facilitated three events in
Aberdeen, Edinburgh and Glasgow
specifically tailored to those at the start
of the two year process, those near its
conclusion, and for mentors, who also
have an important role to play. The
events were well received and their
success is being recognised further afield
- the RTPI are rolling out our format
across the rest of the UK.

Elsewhere, the SYPN has continued to be
busy. We have discussed the concerns of
network members with the Heads of
Planning Scotland including career
progression, and graduate recruitment.
We have championed the benefits of the
RTPI and the SYPN with planning
students. We continue to have an input
into the direction of planning education
and skills development through the
Scottish Planning Education Forum.

We have delivered events covering issues
varying from planning reform to
planning obligations and EIA. We have
improved our links with the Chapters to
pool resources and present a truly
‘national’ network. And we've been a
pain in the backside to the staff at

\

Atholl Crescent for constantly asking for
more (sorry!).

Looking ahead we have set ourselves
some big challenges for the coming
year and in particular are looking to
address how we communicate to our
network members. This will be linked to
a wider review of communications with
the RTPI in Scotland but for us it will
mean updating our website and
ensuring we are more transparent in our
activities. Did you know the RTPI in
Scotland have a group on LinkedIn
where topical debates are raging
everyday? Given this, we have just set
up a Scottish Young Planners Network
group to provide a focal point for young
planners to network, share ideas, discuss
issues and tell one another about what
is going on. We also use the RTPI in
Scotland’s Twitter account so if you
haven't already, do sign up to the group
and follow @RTPIScotland on Twitter.

We have an exciting schedule of events
planned already for this year starting
with a study trip in June to see the work
of the Irvine Bay Regeneration
Company, a summer social, a joint
event with the Edinburgh, Lothian, Fife
and Borders Chapter and the Lomond
Construction Group in September and
our chance to have an open discussion
with the Scottish Government’s Chief
Planner, Jim Mackinnon in October.

Please get in touch at sypn@rtpi.org.uk.
or visit our webpages at http://
www.rtpi.org.uk/scotland_young_
planners/


http://www.rtpi.org.uk/scotland_young_planners/

RTPI in Scotland

PUBLICATIONS

Community Engagement in Local
Approaches to Planning

A Briefing Paper outlining discussion at a
President’s Colloquium on Scottish
approaches to engaging with communities
through the planning process.
www.rtpi.org.uk/download12076/Briefing
-Paper-President-Cologium-March-
2011.pdf

National Marine Plan

A response to the Scottish Government’s
pre-consultation draft.
www.rtpi.org.uk/download/12114/11061
4-National-Marine-Plan.pdf

Building a Sustainable Future:
Regeneration Discussion Paper

A response the Scottish Government’s
regeneration discussion paper. RTPI voice
concerns that the paper does not set out
the role that planning and the planning
system can have in helping regenerate
communities.

www.rtpi.org.uk/download/12084/11060
9-Building-a-Sustainable-Future.pdf

Compulsory Purchase

A response to the Scottish Government’s
consultation on Compulsory Purchase.
RTPI recognise that CPOs are an essential
part of the planning toolkit, but state that
there is a need to contextualise guidance.

www.rtpi.org.uk/download/11820/110506
-Compulsory-Purchase-final-response.pdf

The Scottish Election 2011: What the
main political parties are saying about
planning

A Briefing Paper published to provide
information on the five main political
parties’ approaches to planning in the run
up to the Scottish Election

www.rtpi.org.uk/download/11693/Scottis
h-Election-Brieifng-Paper-April-2011.pdf
Historic Environment Amendment Act
Scotland 2011

A response to the proposed amendments
to the act with the key message that Fixed
Penalty Notices need to be
complementary to other approaches
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/download/12117
/110614-Historic-Environment-
Amendment-Scotland-Act-2011.pdf
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COMMUNICATIONS
Press releases have been issued on:

Edinburgh to discuss the importance
food and cities
www.rtpi.org.uk/item/4611&ap=1

RTPI in Scotland welcomes John
Swinney's return
www.rtpi.org.uk/item/4607&ap=1

Politicians to be quizzed on the built
environment at election hustings
www.rtpi.org.uk/item/4544/23/5/3

Follow RTPI in Scotland on Twitter
@RTPIScotland and Linkedin to hear about
RTPI events, publications and the details of
other key documents.

RECENT EVENTS

Sir Patrick Geddes Commemorative
Lecture 2011

Thanks to A+DS, a video of Carolyn Steel
giving her lecture on ‘Food and Cities’ is
available at
www.scottisharchitecture.com/
features/food-and-cities-lecture-by-
carolyn-steel.

Grampian Chapter Event: Getting Ready
for Marine Regional Planning

It was a blustery evening at the new
‘BREEAM’ excellent rated offices occupied
by the JNCC, SNH, and SEPA overlooking
Aberdeen Harbour at Torry. Allan Garvie
and lan Hay of the East Grampian Coastal
Partnership explained the preparatory
work being undertaken to interview all the
key players who will be active in using the
resources of the marine areas off the East
Coast of Scotland up to 6 nautical miles.
These will inform the preparation of a final
Regional Marine Plan. While such Plans
only embrace the area from the MHWS to
a maximum of 6nm, it must appreciate
connections to facilities further out, e.g. oil
platforms, their supply lines to onshore
and their impact on the coastline and
coastal communities. Professor Bill Ritchie,
University of Aberdeen, spoke about the
findings of the South Aberdeen
Regeneration Study and the need to link
new recreation facilities with new areas of
wetland, part of an existing SSSI, through a
process of community involvement. The
development of a visitor management
strategy, drawing private sector support

Scottishplanner : NEWS AND VIEWS

News and Events

from the nearby oil and oil service companies
and underpinned by the public sector, was
seen as the way forward to implement the
study findings. David Fryer of Aberdeen City
Council then reported on the progress of the
EU Interreg Imcore study which is assessing
good practice in identifying differing
scenarios of climate change and their affects
on coastal communities.

Allan Garvie

West of Scotland Chapter Event:
Zero Waste Plan

In May the West of Scotland enjoyed thought
provoking presentations by Graham
Marchbank, Principal Planner, Scottish
Government and Alasdair Sneddon, Project
Manager, Ayrshire Joint Strategic Waste
Management Project. Graham outlined the
thrust of the Zero Waste Plan which was
published in June year. It is focused on the
issues of tackling Scotland's 19.5 million tons
of annual waste (20% is domestic). Alasdair
followed through with addressing the
problems facing the Ayrshire authorities and
how they plan to meet the challenging
Government targets for recycling 70% of
waste and reducing waste landfill to 5% by
2025.The business challenges are formidable
to local authorities and the private sector
alike. Much depends in marshalling science
and technology efficiently and effectively to
reduce, re-use, recycle, recover energy and
dispose of the residual waste. Initial
investigations for the Ayrshire Project suggest
that this can be done cost effectively.

John Walls

Regeneration Network Event: Clyde
Gateway

RTPI Regeneration Network members
attended an informative study visit hosted by
Clyde Gateway Urban Regeneration Company
(URC), and led by project managers Audrey
Carlin and Alison Brown. Clyde Gateway URC
was established in 2007 as a partnership
between Glasgow City and South Lanarkshire
Councils, Scottish Enterprise and the Scottish
Government, tasked with bringing about the
regeneration of a large part of the East End of
Glasgow, including Bridgeton and
Dalmarnock, together with Rutherglen and
Shawfield in South Lanarkshire. It has been
identified within the National Planning
Framework as Scotland’s top regeneration
priority. Clyde Gateway is working very
closely with the 2014 Games organisation to
ensure a lasting legacy for the local area. A
presentation, giving a progress report on
current projects and initiatives, was followed


http://www.rtpi.org.uk/download12076/Briefing-Paper-President-Coloqium-March-2011.pdf
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/download/12114/110614-National-Marine-Plan.pdf
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/item/4611&ap=1
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/item/4607&ap=1
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/item/4544/23/5/3
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/download/12084/110609-Building-a-Sustainable-Future.pdf
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/download/11820/110506-Compulsory-Purchase-final-response.pdf
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/download/11693/Scottish-Election-Briefing-Paper-April-2011.pdf
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/download/12117-110614-Historic-Environment-Amendment-Scotland-Act-2011.pdf

by discussion and a walking tour of key sites
in and around Bridgeton/Dalmarnock area.

It was very refreshing to see so much activity
on site — public realm, roads and
infrastructure, refurbishment of buildings for
business and community uses, new build
offices, as well as construction of facilities for
the 2014 Games. There are many challenges
facing the area, but the URC stressed its long
term commitment to community
engagement in the regeneration process, and
to high quality standards.

David Horner

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Sustainable Rural Development, 1 and 2
September 2011, Kings College,
University of Aberdeen

An exploration of sustainable rural
development under cross-cutting themes of
sustainability diversification and planning

More details at: www.abdn.ac.uk/rural-law.
Email c.ransom@abdn.ac.uk. Tel: 01224
272429

RTPI in Scotland Annual Conference:
Planning — Supporting Sustainable
Economic Growth, 8 November, Glasgow

The conference will look at how planning,
planners and the planning system has and
can contribute to issues such as economic
growth and economic development; the
emerging Cities Review; achieving the new
Government’s proposed renewables target;
and delivering development.

More details at: www.scotland.rtpi.org.uk

For regularly updated details on all RTPI
events go to www.scotland.rtpi.org.uk

ENGAGEMENT

Key meetings have been held with:

+ Head of Planning, RSPB

+ Head of Planning, Homes for Scotland
« Chief Executive, A+DS

+ Audit Scotland

+ School of Town and Regional Planning,
Dundee University

+ Planning Improvement Programme,
Improvement Service

+ Chief Planner and Assistant Chief Planners,
Scottish Government

« Director, Built Environment Forum Scotland
+ Audit Scotland Modernising the Planning

Immaterial Considerations

We thought that it was time that we
explored the weird, wonderful and witty
side of planning and so bring you
Immaterial Considerations (IC), an
irreverent look at Scottish planning.

Sing when you're planning...

As keen scholars of the musical scene, the IC
team have been alerted to the fact that
there is a modern beat-combo called
Planningtorock, who, according to their
record label “is the vehicle of expression of
Janine Rostron, a musician and visual artist
from Bolton, Manchester who has lived in
Berlin for ten years."W" is her new album,
the follow-up to her 2006 debut Have It All,
which was a full-on chamber-pop romp that
established Planningtorock as anything but
orthodox”. Unfortunately, and after much
in-depth research, we have found no
references in her songs to the Use Classes
Order, Local Review Bodies or Section 75
agreements. However, it did get us thinking
about songs to sing when your planning.
Suggestions so far include “Maps” by the

Yeah, Yeah, Yeahs; “In the Right Place” by Dr
John; anything by the soul/rap artiste Plan B;
and "Our House” by Madness. Any other
ideas welcome...

Fun and Games

-

The IC team think we have found the
ultimate board game for planners in the dark
recesses of a charity shop in Edinburgh.
Cathedral is, apparently, a two-player
abstract strategy board game based around
a conflict between two factions ("dark" and
"light") for territorial supremacy within the
bounds of a mediaeval city. After blowing off

System Advisory Group

« Directorate of Planning and Environmental
Appeals

+ Marco Biagi MSP
« Director, Scottish Property Federation
« Director, Asset Skills Scotland

+ Department of Urban Studies, Glasgow
University

- Patrick Harvie MSP

+ Richard Baker MSP

+ Lewis MacDonald MSP

+ Heads of Planning Scotland

« Scottish Parliament Information Centre
(SPICe)

+ Michael McMahon MSP

DEATHS AND NOTICES

RTPI were sorry to hear of the death of Sheila
McDonald earlier this year. Sheila taught for
many years in the Department of Town and
Regional Planning at the University of
Glasgow and latterly undertook voluntary
work on behalf of the Craiglockhart
Community Council.

the cobwebs and consulting the great Oracle
(or Wikipedia, as most people call it) we have
found out that it was invented in 1962 by
Robert Moore, a pilot in the Royal New
Zealand Air Force. Inspiration for the game
was provided by Christchurch Cathedral and
its environs in Christchurch, New Zealand.
From the air, Moore was fascinated by the
way the cathedral and neighbouring
buildings intricately fitted together, like
pieces of a jigsaw puzzle. Bags next shot...

Place, Folk, Work, Twitter

Bizarre as it may seem, Sir Patrick Geddes
appears to have joined the Twitterati

almost ninety years after his death. The
newly established Twitter account
@Patrick_Geddes is apparently 'Viewing the
worlds of planning, conservation and the
environment from my Outlook Tower".
Tweets include ‘could someone define
‘placemaking’ in 140 characters or less. Must
be something new - was not around in my
day'. We await further comment on modern
day town planning!"

Get in touch with the IC team on
scotland@rtpi.org.uk
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PUBLICATIONS
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT decisions, house style (21/04/11) A guide for private tenants (9/05/11)
PUBLICATIONS Reporter Guidance Note 11 - Applying Pilot Project to determine the suitability

Planning Circular 3 2011: The Town and
Country Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2011
Guidance (1/06/11)

Reporter Guidance Notes
These internal guidance notes are produced
by the Directorate for Planning and
Environmental Appeals to assist reporters.
They are prefaced with “Each case is unique
and must be considered on its merits. It is for
the person appointed to determine the case
to satisfy him/herself that the application
of the practice contained in this note is
appropriate to the circumstances of the case.
A reporter who intends to depart from the
guidance should advise his/her SGL [Principal
Reporter] so issues emerging can be
considered for future case work”.

Reporter Guidance Note 1 - Sists
(27/04/11)

Reporter Guidance Note 2 - Listed
buildings, removal from list (21/04/11)

Reporter Guidance Note 3 - Receipt of
2008 regs case file (21/04/11)

Reporter Guidance Note 4 - Time limits
on planning permissions (full) (21/04/11)

Reporter Guidance Note 5 - Time limits
on planning permissions (in principle)
(21/04/11)

Reporter Guidance Note 6 - Site
inspections (accompanied or
unaccompanied) (21/04/11)

Reporter Guidance Note 7 - No further
procedure (21/04/11)

Reporter Guidance Note 8 - Further
procedure (21/04/11)

Reporter Guidance Note 9 - No
variation of application (21/04/11)

Reporter Guidance Note 10 - Reporters'

CONSULTATIONS

timescales for appeal submissions
(21/04/11)

Reporter Guidance Note 12 -
Development Plan Examinations - role of
lead reporter (21/04/11)

Reporter Guidance Note 13 -
Development Plan Examinations - role of
non-lead reporter (21/04/11)

Reporter Guidance Note 14 - Planning
obligation appeals (21/04/11)

Reporter Guidance Note 15 - Good
neighbour agreement appeals (21/04/11)

Code of Practice for Handling Inquiries
under Section 62 and Schedule 8 to the
Electricity Act 1989 This code of practice
sets out the arrangements which the
Directorate for Planning and Environmental
Appeals (DPEA) will apply, to ensure all
parties are clear about what will happen and
what is expected of them in inquiries under
the Electricity Act. The code of practice is
designed to ensure the process is fair, robust
and efficient. (6/05/11)

Poverty and income inequality in
Scotland: 2009/10 This National Statistics
publication presents annual estimates for
the proportion and number of children,
working age adults and pensioners living in
low income households in Scotland. The
estimates are used to measure progress
towards UK and Scottish Government
targets to reduce poverty and income
inequality. (13/05/11)

Funding Adaptations to the home:
A guide for homeowners

Funding Adaptations to the home:
A guide for housing association tenants

Funding Adaptations to the home:
A guide for local authority tenants

Funding Adaptations to the home:

of Integrated Administration and Control
System (IACS) data to provide Land Use
Change data for Annual Greenhouse Gas
Emission Estimates (5/05/11) See Climate
Change Corner

First Annual Report on the Operation of
Section 72 of the Climate Change
(Scotland) Act 2009 A report on the
operation of the provisions contained within
section 72 of the Climate Change (Scotland)
Act (introduced as section 3F of the Town and
Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997).
(21/04/11) See Climate Change Corner

Gender Equality Scheme: Annual Report
2011 (6/04/11)

Gross Expenditure on Research and
Development Scotland 2009 (30/03/11)

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT
PUBLICATIONS

SPICe Briefings

These are written by research specialists in the
Scottish Parliament Information Centre
(SPICe). SPICe research briefings are for use by
MSPs in support of parliamentary business in
Committees and the Chamber, and are always
impartial. Briefings can be browsed either by
subject or by date of publication.

SB 11-30 Town and Country Planning in
Scotland This briefing provides an
introduction to town and country planning in
Scotland. It describes the current legislative
and administrative frameworks, and identifies
the main agencies involved. It also highlights
forthcoming developments in the Scottish
planning system. (10/05/11)

SB 11-36 Homelessness: Subject Profile
This briefing provides an overview of
legislation relating to homelessness, key
statistics and policy issues, including how local

Current consultations to which the
Institute may wish to respond are listed
below. They can also be viewed on the
Scottish Government website at
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Consultations
/Current.

To assist the Institute in preparing
representative responses, members are
invited to contribute their views by post
or email - see contact details on p2, or on
the RTPI website - ideally no less than

14 days prior to the end of the
consultation period. The Institute’s
Scottish responses can be found at
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/item/760/23/5/3.
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CONSULTATIONS FROM THE
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT AND
OTHER PUBLIC BODIES

General Permitted Development Order
This consultation relates to planning
legislation which exempts certain
development from the need for an
application for planning permission, often
referred to as Permitted Development Rights
( PDRs). The purpose of this consultation is
to seek views on the General Permitted
Development Order (GPDO) with the
aims of:

- establishing a clear purpose for permitted
development rights and making the
provisions of the GPDO more proportionate,
streamlined, clearer and easier to use

- reducing bureaucracy and the need for
planning applications where scrutiny adds
little or no value individually or cumulatively

- updating and assessing the continuing
relevance of the various classes
and

- aligning the GPDO with the planning reform
agenda, in particular with current legislation
and planning policy. (1/07/11)


http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Consultations
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/item/760/23/5/3
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/06/01084419
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/decisions-appeals/Appeals/RepGNs
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/decisions-appeals/Appeals/RepGN1
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/decisions-appeals/Appeals/RepGN3
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/decisions-appeals/Appeals/RepGN03
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/decisions-appeals/Appeals/RepGN4
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/decisions-appeals/Appeals/RepGN5
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/decisions-appeals/Appeals/RepGN6
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/decisions-appeals/Appeals/RepGN7
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/decisions-appeals/Appeals/RepGN8
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/decisions-appeals/Appeals/RepGN9
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/decisions-appeals/Appeals/RepGN10
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/decisions-appeals/Appeals/RepGN11
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/decisions-appeals/Appeals/RepGN12
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/decisions-appeals/Appeals/RepGN13
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/decisions-appeals/Appeals/RepGN14
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/planning/decisions-appeals/Appeals/RepGN15
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/05/06105828
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/05/povertystats0910
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/29090945
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/29091158
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/29091237
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/29091310
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/05/05085633
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/04/13093014
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/30094126
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/03/GERD09
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-11/SB11-30.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-11/SB11-36.pdf

authorities are progressing towards the 2012
target to abolish priority need. (2/06/11)

SB 11-34 Transport in Scotland
This subject profile provides an introduction to
walking, cycling, road, rail, air, bus, waterborne
and freight transport in Scotland. It describes
the legislative and administrative frameworks
governing these modes of transport and
identifies key agencies and organisations for
each. It also summarises recent policy
developments for each type of transport and
identifies some key issues which are currently
under debate. Further, more detailed, briefings
on specific issues in transport policy will be
produced throughout the parliamentary
session. (23/05/11)

SB 11-33 Economic Indicators
This briefing provides the latest data for a

identified trends within the Scottish economy.
(23/05/11) You can also listen to SB 11-33
Economic Indicators - audio summary (5'28")

SB 11-32 Unemployment - April 2011
This briefing provides the latest unemployment

data for Scottish Parliament constituency areas.

(18/05/11)

SB 11-31 Housing: Subject Profile
A general introduction to housing issues in
Scotland. It describes the legislative and
administrative frameworks relating to housing
and summarises recent policy developments.
(18/05/11)

SB 11-29 Election 2011
This briefing provides an analysis of the 2011
Scottish Parliament election. In particular, it
considers the Scottish Parliament electoral
system, the election campaign, electoral

behaviour, the impact of the result upon the
political parties, and the new composition of
the Parliament. It also contains perspectives on
the election from a range of external
commentators. (10/05/11)

SB 11-28 Key Issues for the Parliament in
Session 4
This briefing has been prepared to assist
Members of the Scottish Parliament to prepare
for significant issues which are likely to impact
on the work of the Parliament early in Session
4. It provides a brief background to each topic,
discusses recent developments and, where
appropriate, suggests possible ways forward.
(6/05/11)

selection of indicators from which can be

AWARDS

awards

The Nature of Scotland Awards — Who Will You Nominate?

Nominations are now open for RSPB Scotland’s new Nature of
Scotland Awards. The awards will honour exceptional achievement,
excellence and innovation from people who have worked hard to
overcome challenges and threats to preserve Scotland's natural
heritage, habitats and species. Submissions are invited across six
categories including Sustainable Development, which will be
awarded to individual, organisation or charity whose research,
initiative, planning or development has had a positive effect on
nature conservation in Scotland.

This award is supported by RTPI in Scotland. For more information
about the awards and information on eligibility, please go to the
awards website at www.rspb.org.uk/natureofscotland. The closing
date for entries is 26 August 2011.

West of Scotland Chapter Student Award

On 3 May representatives of the West of Scotland Chapter visited
the students of the University of Glasgow’s MSc Course in Real
Estate, Planning and Regeneration to present the Chapter’s
Student Award for 2011. The Chapter assessed coursework
submitted for the Spatial Planning Module on a spatial plan for the
Dalmarnock area of Glasgow, with the winners receiving a cash
prize of £100 and commemorative certificates. Although a difficult
decision due to the high quality of work, the award was given to a
team comprising Ling Kuang, Douglas Chisholm and Angela Gray. A
commendation was presented to Alasdair Reid, Karen Barrie and
Xiaojing Tan for their efforts.

CLIMATE CHANGE CORNER

If space permits, each set of policy pages from Scottishplanner will have

a corner devoted to Climate Change matters, giving additional emphasis to
those consultations and publications addressing issues of Climate Change
mitigation and adaptation, and sharing both problems and solutions. What key
references and sources do you use? Tell us about them so we can share them
with other practising planners!

Pilot Project to determine the suitability of Integrated Administration
and Control System (IACS) data to provide Land Use Change data for
Annual Greenhouse Gas Emission Estimates
The objectives of this study were:

+ to produce a land use change inventory for Scotland using annual IACS data
held by the Scottish Government suitable for use with the Estimating Carbon
in Organic Soils - Sequestration and Emissions (ECOSSE) model to simulate
changes in soil carbon stocks resulting from these observed land use changes

« to compare and contrast the results with the current greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions inventory for the land use and land use change sectors, highlighting
the strengths and weaknesses of both approaches, and provide a commentary
on those results

+ to determine how underlying soils data for land use categories important for
Scotland such as semi-natural and forestry could be better represented
and

+ to provide clear analysis and guidance on the implications of different
methods and approaches in producing an assessment of land use change and
a GHG emissions inventory for Scotland on an annual basis. (5/05/11)

First Annual Report on the Operation of Section 72 of the Climate
Change (Scotland) Act 2009 A report on the operation of the provisions
contained within section 72 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act (introduced
as section 3F of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997).

'3F. A planning authority, in any local development plan prepared by them, must
include policies requiring all developments in the local development plan area to
be designed so as to ensure that all new buildings avoid a specified and rising
proportion of the projected greenhouse gas emissions from their use, calculated
on the basis of the approved design and plans for the specific development,
through the installation and operation of low and zero-carbon generating
technologies.' (21/04/11)

Details of Scottish Government publications and consultations are reproduced courtesy of
Crown Copyright.
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http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-11/SB11-34.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-11/SB11-33.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-11/SB11-32.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-11/SB11-33.mp3
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-11/SB11-31.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-11/SB11-29.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/research/briefings-11/SB11-28.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/05/05085633
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/04/13093014
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