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Overriding objective

To create a planning 
system for national 
infrastructure which has 
the support of all 
concerned.
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The size of the challenge (1)

Nuclear

Wind farm

Energy (other) 
e.g. biomass, electric 
lines, gas pipelines, 
waste to energy etc

Transport 
e.g. railway, road 
improvements

Waste water



independent, impartial, inclusive

1.1

The size of the challenge (2)
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The size of the challenge – Wales (3)

1 Energy from Waste generating station
Brig y Cwm, Merthyr Tydfil

8 Wind farms
Mynydd y Gwynt Brechfa Forest
Dyfnant Forest Clocaenog
Nant y Moch Bryn Llywelyn
Atlantic Array Offshore Irish Sea Offshore

2 Electricity connectors
Mid Wales electricity connector
South Wales network upgrade

1 Nuclear power station
Wylfa
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Application and pre-application caseload forecast
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Where is the money coming from? 

£150 billion
Germany 

Norway 

US
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The Planning Act 2008
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Five commitments

1. Engagement

2. Openness

3. Consensus

4. Sustainability

5. Independent 
decisions
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The IPC in Wales – Statutory Position

• Only energy and ports development are IPC matters 
in Wales, other infrastructure is devolved

• IPC has no powers to consent associated 
development in Wales

• Certain deemed consents cannot be included in the 
Development Consent Order without the agreement 
of the relevant Welsh authority
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Operating in Wales – Key Issues (1)
• Policy

– Welsh Government policies are material 
considerations

– Designated NPSs are principal documents

• Legitimacy
– IPC fully committed to working across two nations
– Welsh Ministers nominate Welsh Commissioners
– Cardiff office to become first point of contact
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Operating in Wales – Key Issues (2)

• More complex consent regime

– Developers in Wales do not benefit from single 
consent regime to the same extent as in England  

– Associated development cannot be approved by 
IPC: will require strong LA-WAG-IPC 
communications 

– IPC-WAG Memorandum of Understanding
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Covanta Brig y Cwm, Energy from Waste 
Relevant representations

Over 10,000 representations

Almost 8,500 on paper

All published on website
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Covanta Brig y Cwm, Energy from 
Waste application – 6813 pages

Pages
– Environmental Statement 3563
– Design – Engineering & Technical 310
– Consultation Report 977
– Planning Consideration 1763
– Application Form, Orders & Formalities 150
– Land & Site Plans 55



independent, impartial, inclusive

Pre-application: effective community 
and organisational engagement

IPC professional and administrative services
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The influential position of local authorities

– Statutory Consultee
– SoCC
– Comment on adequacy of consultation
– Local Impact Report
– Enforcement
– PPA?
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Post application: effective gathering of 
evidence and decision making

IPC professional and administrative services
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Commissioners  

– Selection process 

– Public declaration

– Appointment as Examining 

Authority
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Government Policy

– Localism and Economic Growth
– Abolition of Regional Spatial Strategies
– National Planning Policy Framework
– Neighbourhood Plans
– Presumption in favour of sustainable development
– Development Incentives
– Enterprise zones
– Cost recovery
– Abolition of the IPC
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The Integration Project 

1. As an expert planning body
2. For the exercise of judicial skills and judgment
3. For the delivery of an excellent public service
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