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– Variety and extent of nature and natural systems 
declining worldwide

– Nature and natural systems provide us with vital 
“ecosystem services”

– Ecosystem services are declining.
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Table 2.1:  cSACs within 15km of the Fingal Development Plan Ar ea including Known Threats  
 

Qualifying Feature Site 
Code  

Site Name 

Annex I habitat Annex II Species 

Documented Potential 
Threats*  

000199  Baldoyle Bay  Tidal mudflats and 
sandflats,  
Atlantic salt meadows, 
Spartina swards, 
Mediterranean salt 
meadows, 
Salicornia and other 
annuals colonizing mud. 

 Aquaculture, professional fishing, 
bait digging, removal of fauna, 
aggregate extraction (removal of 
beach material, industrialization, 
Port/Marina, communications 
networks, water pollution, 
reclamation of land, coastal 
protection works, invasion by a 
species, erosion & accretion, 
infilling, reclamation, horse-
riding,  amenity use, camping, 
tracks and electricity poles. 

000202  Howth Head  Dry heath, 
Vegetated sea cliffs. 

 Fertilisation, grazing, 
restructuring land holdings, 
forestry, leisure fishing, hunting, 
disposal of household waste, 
nautical sports, water pollution, 
drainage and Invasive species, 
peat cutting, burning, 
afforestation. 

000204 Lambay 
Island 

Vegetated sea cliffs. 
 

Halichoerus grypus 
(grey seal). 

Wastewater and industrial 
discharge, un-sewered 
properties, physical 
modifications. 
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Table 2.2:  SPAs within Fingal Development Plan Area including Known Thr eats  
 

Site 
Code  

Site Name Qualifying Feature* 

Annex I species 

Threats Identified in Site 
Synopsis* 

004006  North Bull Island SPA Wintering wildfowl and waders, 
Golden Plover, Bar Tailed Godwit 

No threats or pressures mentioned 
in site synopsis. 

004014 Rockabill SPA Breeding Seabirds Roseate Tern, 
Common Tern, Arctic Tern 

No apparent threats to the nesting 
seabirds noted. 

004015  Rogerstown Estuary 
SPA  

Wintering wildfowl and waders, 
Golden Plover and Ruff 

The inner parts of Rogerstown 
Estuary cSAC and Rogerstown SPA 
have been damaged by the Baleally 
Landfill, which covers 40 hectares of 
mudflat. 

 
004016 Baldoyle Bay  SPA Wintering wildfowl and waders, 

Golden Plover, Bar Tailed Godwit 
The Site Synopsis for Baldoyle Bay 
SPA identified the main threat to the 
birds as disturbance and dumping, 
as it is located in a densely 
populated area. In particular, the 
dumping of spoil onto the foreshore 
presents a threat to the value of the 
site. 
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Circular L8/08
Water Services Investment and Rural Water Programmes –

Protection of Natural Heritage and National Monuments
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