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I worked for an MSP in her Constituency
office, from 2003 to 2007 while the
‘2006 Act’ was working its way through
Parliament. I recall the volume of
technical and other correspondence and
parliamentary papers relating to the
Bill/Act. As it was not really related to
my then day-to-day work I paid little
heed to it, never thinking that I would
have the political responsibility for
ensuring its implementation here in Fife,
the third largest Authority in Scotland,
the 11th largest in Britain. It could be
said that in having to understand and
learn all about Planning from first base,
taking on board the provisions of the
new Act was somewhat easier as I did
not have to ‘unlearn’ too much.

As with all legislation, and particularly
that with such fundamental changes to
an existing system, there will inevitably
be a bedding-in period, but I have been
surprised that we all appear to have
adopted and embraced the Act,
despite the challenges that it has
thrown at us as Elected Members and
at our Professional staff, in the teeth of
the economic constraints that have
befallen us.

Initial progress has included the revised
Scheme of Delegation and while every
Authority’s will be slightly different,
reflecting local conditions, we have
found that the percentage of
applications coming to Committee has
decreased from about 22% to just under

12%: a significant saving in Committee
time and an improvement in the speed
of decision making, as delegated
applications do not need to drop into a
Committee Cycle.

The advent of Local Review Bodies has
brought a significant increase in the
work of local Councillors, but has been
embraced by our Members. The system,
while still bedding in, has brought

challenges for elected members
considering the implications of any
Review in full view of the public,
something which was carried out by
the DPEA in the past. In certain
circumstances, though, Planning and
Listed Building Consents still can lead to
two different appeal procedures for a
single application, an anomaly yet to
be ironed out.

The challenges and necessity of bringing
a ‘significant departure to the Structure
Plan’ to Full Council, particularly one
with 78 members, do seem a little heavy
handed, but we have coped thus far.

One of the biggest challenges will be
how to integrate the Designing Streets
policy into our Planning Role. The
changing of relationships between
our Transportation and Planning
functions to ensure better outcomes for
our communities will be a test of our
abilities to get what can be two
divergent Services working more closely.
The Charette in Lochgelly last year was
certainly an eye-opener in engaging a
whole community in a very short space
of time.

The implementation of changes to
Permitted Development Rights, and
how we truly develop Community
Engagement, remain challenges to be
addressed. Going through a 12 week
Pre-Application Consultation process for
an application which is consistent with
the Local Plan does also seem a little
over the top.

I have been more than impressed by
how our members and officers have
embraced the 2006 Act and, like almost
all Spokespersons in these challenging
economic times, continue to seek to
ensure our services become more
efficient, while retaining the necessary
democratic input.

John Beare has been Chair of the Planning Committee of Fife Council
since 2007. An SNP Councillor, he was elected to the Council in a 2006
by-election. He was Convener of SESplan in 2010 and is Convener of
TAYplan this year. Originally from Dublin, he has worked in the
Commercial Construction sector since 1980.

A View from Fife

©Joanna Stewart.

One of the biggest
challenges will be how to
integrate the Designing Streets
Policy into our Planning Role.
The changing of relationships
between our Transportation
and Planning functions to
ensure better outcomes for our
communities will be a test of
our abilities to get what can be
two divergent Services working
more closely.
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: UPDATE

PAN 3/2010 on Community
Engagement promotes the active
involvement of the local community in
planning, including “where development
should and should not take place; and
the allocation of sites for specific land
uses such as (in amongst others) waste
management facilities.”

LDPs are also required to ensure that
community engagement is included
in the delivery of planned waste
management facilities for all waste. The
Zero Waste Plan (2010) and Scottish
Planning Policy (2010) state that LDPs
“must provide for the development of
new waste management infrastructure
covering all forms of waste, not just
municipal waste, through policy, site
allocations and action programmes in
order to meet expected future waste
infrastructure needs.”

However, it is presently proving to be
an almost impossible task to ensure
that the conflicting interests of the
local community, the waste industry,
the local authorities and SEPA are
satisfactorily resolved, or that
acceptable sites are identified and

approved through the LDPs. An initial
assessment of how various planning
authorities are tackling this provides at
best mixed results, but the majority of
Scottish Authorities will be required to
resolve this issue in their proposed LDPs
in 2011 or 2012.

Unless appropriate and independent
processes are used to carry out this
delicate assessment process (with an
integral involvement of genuine
community engagement) LDPs are set
to become major battlegrounds as this
emotive land use issue is debated and
fought over, and the current objectives
for waste planning may not be
achieved.

In 2007/2008 North and South
Lanarkshire Councils attempted to
address this issue by appointing
consultants to produce a process that
would deal with such conflicting
matters. This enabled North Lanarkshire
Council to approve the Drumshangie
Energy from Waste Facility in Airdrie
in 2009, and led to development
of the Methodology for the
Identification of Developable

Appropriate Sites (MIDAS©) process.

MIDAS©, which is currently being used
by British Waterways to establish a tool
for the assessment and development of
their Glasgow area landholdings, is
owned and has been developed by
CASA Planning and Environment Ltd.
It allows for an assessment of all
constraints and attributes for a whole
range of sensitive land uses in
conjunction with other often
competing issues, and allows the
incorporation of public opinion and
concern at the earliest stages of
decision making. This tool is designed
on an authority by authority basis, but
is also adaptable for use as a strategic
tool for coterminous authorities to
present a potential sub-regional or
regional solution to their waste
management issues.

MIDAS© acts as a stage on which major
concerns from different players within
the planning system can be identified,
mapped and presented. The aim of the
process is to present multiple agendas
early in the decision making process: in
so doing conflict is recognized and
dealt with as early as possible and thus
resolved before sites are even
considered. To date, use of the tool
shows that there are benefits by using
information provided by all parties to
highlight different agendas and issues
surrounding waste management
infrastructure development, and by
allowing dialogue between appropriate
local authority officers interested
parties and the waste industry. Such a
dialogue establishes a better position
not only to understand and respect all
potential problems, but also to find an
acceptable way to provide a solution
that will allow a timely insert for waste
provision into the emerging LDPs.

John M. Smith is Director of Planning at
CASA Planning and Environment Ltd.
For more information please visit
www.casaplanning.co.uk.

Planning for community engagement
and planning for waste
The role of community engagement in the planning system is getting
stronger and becoming more influential. Scotland is entering a new
era where Planning Authorities have to ensure that Community
Engagement is included in delivering Local Development Plans (LDPs).

Drumshangie Energy from Waste Facility
© image courtesy of CASA Planning and Environment Ltd



07

Enforcement Notices are crucial
elements in the armoury of planning
authorities, but a trap in the wording
of section 136A of the Town & Country
(Scotland) Act 1997 renders Planning
Fixed Penalty Notices ineffective as a
means of punishing landowners
who refuse to comply with
Enforcement Notices.

Once a planning authority has decided
to issue an Enforcement Notice
under s127 the owner has a period of
time – the compliance period – to take
steps to comply with the Notice. If the
owner of the land fails to do so they
commit an offence under s136(2) and
can be prosecuted summarily or even
on indictment.

Ministers promoted fixed penalty
notices as a way to avoid the
inconveniences and delays inherent
to the system which, in contrast to
England, requires planning authorities
to report offences under s136 to the
Procurator Fiscal rather than to
prosecute direct. In a prosecution
under s136 the period in which the
accused has committed the offence
is specified and under s136(6) the
accused can be prosecuted again if
they continue to ignore the
enforcement notice.

When a planning authority decides to
serve a Fixed Penalty Notice on the
owner of the land under s136A it must
specify which step specified in the
Enforcement Notice has not been
taken or that the activity specified in
the Enforcement Notice has not ceased.
If the owner (and the fixed penalties are
not available for offences under s136(4)
by non-owners in control of land)
pays the penalty (currently £2,000),
s136A(9) provides that: ‘it is not
competent to commence proceedings
against the person for an offence under
s136 as respects that breach’. The
concept is sound, but execution has the
effect that paying the fixed penalty
discharges any liability for prosecution

for the particular breach of the
Enforcement Notice – even if that
breach continues.

It was hoped that fixed penalties
would allow planning authorities to
circumvent the cost and risk of a
prosecution. In the October 2007
consultation on the Planning
Enforcement Regulations, Ministers
promoted the idea that a series of fixed
penalty notices of increasing cost could
apply to a continuing breach of an
Enforcement Notice.

In the Executive Note accompanying
the Town and Country Planning
(Amount of Fixed Penalty) (Scotland)
Regulations 2009 the Scottish
Government accepted that a new
Enforcement Notice would actually be
required to enable the imposition of
a further fixed penalty for a particular
breach. This renders fixed
penalties effectively useless in
any circumstance where there is a
material risk that the breach will be
ongoing and where the owner might
consider that the value of a failure to
comply is higher than £2,000.

In fact the problem may be worse than
that. The effect of s136(9) is to render
it incompetent to prosecute the owner
of land for any offence under s136
breach if the fixed penalty is paid and
that must include a prosecution under
s136(6) for subsequent continued
failure to comply.

The result of all this is that, should a
planning authority impose a s136A
fixed penalty on an owner of land,
such an owner has the opportunity to
acquire a ‘get out of jail free card’ for
any future continuing breach of that
particular Enforcement Notice by
prompt payment of the penalty;
which is not quite what Parliament
intended.

This renders
fixed penalties effectively
useless in any circumstance
where there is a material
risk that the breach will be
ongoing and where the
owner might consider that
the value of a failure to
comply is higher than
£2,000.

“

”

Planning Fixed Penalties –
A get-out-of jail-free card?

Fred Mackintosh, Advocate at Terra Firma Chambers.

It was hoped that
fixed penalties would allow
planning authorities to
circumvent the cost and
risk of a prosecution.

“

”
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Results from a new survey are now
beginning to become available which
help planners and land managers fully
to understand the current extent and
nature of this key habitat, and to assess
the potential impact of planned actions
on it. Tailored training and support for
planners are also available through
Forestry Commission Scotland (FCS).

Scottish Ministers wish to see a
significant expansion to Scotland’s circa
17% woodland cover and, with some
60-65% of current afforestation
proposals being for native woodlands,
it is important that the benefits from
these are maximised in landscape and
public recreation terms, as well as for
biodiversity.

The survey
The Native Woodland Survey of
Scotland (NWSS) aims to identify all
native, nearly-native and Plantations on
Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS)
woodlands of at least 0.5ha. This will
lead to a woodland map and dataset
showing the type, extent, composition
and condition of these woods.

When completed (by 2013) it will be
the most comprehensive survey of its
kind ever undertaken. The results are
being published on a local authority
basis, as data become available, and a
Scotland report will be published on
Survey completion

How will it help you?
The NWSS data can be valuable tools
when collating information on the local

and regional context and in supporting
preparation of Strategic and Local
Development Plans, as well as in assessing
proposals for new woodland creation.

At a local level the information will help
woodland owners and others target
action for improvement in and/or
expansion of specific areas of woodland.
The Survey will also help inform the
development of an integrated approach
to the creation of landscape-scale
habitat networks.

At a regional/local authority level the
information provided will be of great
value to local authorities preparing new
forestry and woodland strategies to

guide future woodland expansion (see
Scottish Government advice “Planning
for forestry and woodlands – the right
tree in the right place”). Data will
also be valuable for baselining and
environmental assessment of
spatial plans.

At a national level the survey will help FCS
and others establish a national baseline
and develop policies and incentives for the
management and expansion of these
woodlands in the future.

Additionally, the information will enable
future monitoring of the extent and
condition of Scotland’s native woodland
resource in the face of climate change.

Derek Nelson, NWSS Project Manager, Forestry Commission Scotland (derek.nelson@forestry.gsi.gov.uk)
Neil Langhorn, Land Use Planning Development Officer, Forestry Commission Scotland (neil.langhorn@forestry.gsi.gov.uk)

The native woodland survey
of Scotland (NWSS)

Scotland’s native woodlands are
rich in biodiversity, and host a
large proportion of the habitats
and species requiring the highest
protection. Fragmentation
poses a serious threat to their
biological richness, and to the
species that depend on them.

Publication and accessing the data

The data is being made available in summary reports by local authority area (see Table) with the full
dataset for the published areas accessible through the FCS Map Viewer, accessed via the NWSS web
pages. Data can also be provided on CD for specific local authority areas.

Reports available now:
Aberdeen, City of Edinburgh, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, Dundee, East Ayrshire, East Dunbartonshire,
East Renfrewshire, Glasgow, Midlothian, North Ayrshire, Renfrewshire, South Ayrshire and West
Dunbartonshire

Current proposal for future publication of local authority data
(Dates for publication are subject to change due to the weather and other impacts)

End March 2011: East Lothian, Falkirk , Inverclyde, Orkney & Shetland, Caithness * and Wigtownshire**

End March 2012: Angus, Argyll and Bute, Clackmannanshire, Perth and Kinross, Scottish Borders, South
Lanarkshire, West Lothian, Ross and Cromarty*, Sutherland* and Annandale and Eskdale**.

End March 2013: Aberdeenshire, Fife, Moray, North Lanarkshire, Stirling, Inverness, Nairn and
Lochaber*, Stewartry**, Nithsdale** and Scotland Summary.

* Highland Area Summary to be summarised together in March 2013

** Dumfries and Galloway Area Summary to be summarised together in March 2013

Native Scots Pine Woodland in Glen Affric
© image courtesy of The Forestry Commission Scotland.
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Who wants
beautiful, low carbon
health-promoting
places anyway?

Place-making’s roots go back over 100 years to Patrick
Geddes’ ‘place, work, folk’ and ideas rooted in nature and a
strong link between people and place, and onward through
Ebenezer Howard’s Garden City movement and into the
content of professional planning qualifications.

Times and challenges move on. Making low carbon places
requires attention to the spaces between buildings that knit
places together to form high-density mixed-use walkable
environments. New approaches to materials, structures and
networks are also needed: new challenges, but we can learn
lessons from natural ventilation to the layout of places from
our built heritage.

Most places have a heart that is high-density mixed-use,
riddled with streets and alleys so that everything is easily
within a 5 minute walk. Take an imaginary timeline from
that core to the outer reaches of the town and the high
density pattern remains intact until about the 1940s. But,
from the 1950s onward, the pattern of development is
dominated by motorised transport and we see increasingly
low-density, unmixed developments dominated by roads.

All of this is well-known, but why do new and recent
developments invariably lack any sense of place and
represent the antithesis of place-making? Moreover, they
position us poorly to deal with known future challenges of
public health and climate. Does this matter?

Poor quality places contribute to a range of social and
environmental problems, illustrated by health and
climate change. Poor quality local environments and limited
opportunities are contributory factors in Scotland’s ‘big
killers’ of cardiovascular disease and cancer. Poor people are
more exposed to poor quality built and natural
environments. People who live in degraded environments
are less healthy than people who live in better quality
environments. Poor environments make it much harder to
lead a healthy life. Average male life expectancy in some
parts of Glasgow is just 54 years1. The direct costs to the

health service of obesity-related illness were estimated to
be £0.5bn in 2007-08 rising to £1-3bn in 20302. The
environment can enhance or frustrate attempts to improve
people’s health.

Around 50% of CO2 emissions are from buildings. The
challenge of low carbon places applies to existing as much
as new places because over 70% of the buildings around in
2050 will be those standing today. That doesn’t diminish
the challenge for new places – they need to be fit now for a
zero-carbon economy if they are to avoid becoming
tomorrow’s problem legacy. And that includes getting
around places.

With ever-tightening budgets there is a risk that we get
more of the same type of development. The prospect of
short-term gains can lead to false economies, with the
public sector continuing to pick up the long term social
and environmental costs of poor quality places. Usually,
the quality of the spaces between buildings and green
infrastructure are the first elements of place-making to be
squeezed. That can be a costly mistake, because people
want and need beautiful places in which to live and work.

Managing budget cuts across the public sector by retreating
to ‘core business’ will be disastrous for place-making, and
will delay even further addressing key challenges on health,
climate change and loss of biodiversity. Working in
partnership, aligning resources and effort and making the
links must be the basis for dealing with these cross-cutting
‘wicked’ issues. Place-making is an excellent focus for that,
and there is no shortage of guidance and best practice to
build on. SNH will be publishing a statement on The
Contribution of the Natural Heritage to Better Place-making
in spring 2011.

‘If you do what you’ve always done, you’ll get what you’ve
always got.’

The views expressed are those of the author and do not
necessarily represent the views of SNH.

Place-making is about the way the different elements
of a place and the people who interact with them come
together. A place is more than the sum of its parts.

© image courtesy of Joanna Stewart

1 WHO (2008) Closing the gap in a generation Health equity through action on the social determinants of health. Final Report of the WHO
Commission on the Social Determinants of Health.

2 Scottish Government (2010) Preventing Overweight and Obesity in Scotland: A Route Map Towards Healthy Weight.

3 MJ Kelly (2010) Energy efficiency, resilience to future climates and long-term sustainability: the role of the built environment.

Clive Mitchell, Scottish National Heritage
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Reconnecting with nature:
Green Networks

When Robert MacArthur and Edward
Wilson published their landmark book on
island biogeography theory in 19671 they
couldn’t have guessed how influential it
would become.The prodigiously talented
Robert MacArthur tragically died before
he could witness his legacy; whilst his
intellectual equal Edward Wilson has since
gone on to write numerous bestsellers on
the subject of the natural world.

Like all great works, the theory of island
biogeography is beautifully simple. In a
nutshell, it says that the bigger an island
is, and the closer it is to the mainland, the
more species it will support.Animals and
plants on bigger, closer islands are less
likely to become extinct, and new species
from the mainland are more likely to
colonise the island.

So what has this got to do with Green
Networks? It is relevant because patches
of habitat and greenspace within
landscapes and cityscapes behave in
exactly the same way as islands in our
oceans. The more fragmented, isolated

and smaller they are, the more vulnerable
they become. By connecting our
surviving fragments of green we can
enable nature to move through the
landscape and decrease the likelihood of
local extinctions.

So from an ecological perspective,
building Green networks is a good thing.
Improving habitat quality and what might
be called ‘naturalness’ will make the
species that depend on the network even
more secure. This is basic landscape
ecology: bigger, better, more-joined-up
patches of green are good for nature.

Sometime in the 1980s, possibly before,
the policy and planning community (if
there is such a thing) realised that
connected Green Networks were not just
good for nature, they could potentially
deliver a range of socio-economic
benefits too. If nature can move through
these networks why can’t people? As
climate change rose up the political
agenda in the noughties and the term
‘active travel’ was coined, the concept of

The Aarhus Convention, which came into
force in October 2001 and was ratified by
the UK in February 2005, has three main
objectives, namely access to information,
public participation and access to
environmental justice. The last objective
requires that the public have access to the
means of challenging the legality of acts or
omissions of individuals or public bodies
that breach environmental law.Article 9 (4)
of the Convention ensures that such a
review should be “fair, equitable, timely
and not prohibitively expensive” and in
particular that “financial and other barriers
are removed or reduced”. The significance
of Aarhus has been before the Scottish
Courts on a number of occasions, most

recently in January in Road Sense and
William Walton & Son v Scottish Ministers,
concerning a challenge to the Aberdeen
Western Peripheral Route. The issues are
therefore worth considering here
as a developing area likely to impact, as a
consequence of such cases, upon the number
of challenges public bodies may face.

General procedure for civil matters in the
UK customarily requires that “costs follow
the event” and the unsuccessful party will
be ordered to meet the legal costs of the
successful party. The court has discretion
on such issues, but it would be unusual
for expenses not to be awarded in this
manner. This undoubtedly represents a

Are we compliant with Aarhus?
Jessel Gair, a solicitor with Biggart Baille LLP, explores the objectives and cost
implications of the Aarhus Convention.

Improving habitat
quality and what might be
called ‘naturalness’ will
make the species that
depend on the network even
more secure.This is basic
landscape ecology: bigger,
better, more-joined-up
patches of green are good
for nature. ”

“

Jonny Hughes, Director of Conservation for the Scottish Wildlife
Trust, outlines the multiple benefits of Green Networks, the
potential for a National Ecological Network, and the importance
played by both planning and planners in delivering these networks.
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1 MacArthur, R. H. and Wilson, E. O. (1967) The Theory of Island Biogeography

2 Alexander, C. (1977) A Pattern Language:Towns, Buildings, Construction.

a multi-functional Green Network as
something which could be designed and
retrofitted to towns and cities became
more real, at least in the eyes of
enlightened planners. Then other benefits
began to be understood beyond simply the
movement of people and nature: improved
air quality, flood amelioration, recreational
and educational spaces on people’s
doorsteps, improved health and well-being,
inward investment and attracting
entrepreneurial talent. Green Networks
weren’t just about functional nature

anymore, they were a tool for regeneration
and catalysts for economic activity.

Christopher Alexander, writing ten years
after MacArthur and Wilson, understood
the importance of what he called ‘city
country fingers’ in his remarkable book

‘A Pattern Language’2. 33 years on we are
finally beginning to implement what
Alexander understood the importance of
all along.The Glasgow Clyde Valley and
Central Scotland Green Networks are really
inspiring projects which reflect Alexander’s
vision.We need more of them.The Green
Network concept has finally come of
age and must now take its place in the
standard set of Planning - with a capital
P - tools.

By way of a conclusion I must come back
to where I started, with MacArthur and
Wilson. It is fully 43 years since the theory
of island biogeography was published, yet
our efforts to reconnect nature have been
woeful in the intervening period.The
Scottish Wildlife Trust is calling for a
National Ecological Network to give
Scotland a resilient and flourishing (with
both people and nature) landscape which
can help us tackle the challenge of climate
change. Planners have key roles to play in
supporting the delivery of this visionary
initiative

significant obstacle to accessing
environmental justice where litigation
costs are exorbitantly prohibitive. As
considered by Lord Justice Sullivan in his
2008 Report , “For the ordinary citizen,
neither wealthy nor impecunious, there
can be no doubt that the Court’s
procedures are prohibitively expensive.”
The availability of legal aid (where
financially eligible) in response to these
concerns is limited, as it cannot be granted
in circumstances where there is a wider
public interest and for any cases where
there is seen to be a joint interest. In
addition to these difficulties, judicial
interpretation of standing in England and
title and interest to sue in Scotland must
also reflect Aarhus obligations. Taking
account of the foregoing, it is arguable
that UK civil procedure may not be
entirely compliant with Aarhus.

Protective Costs Orders (PCOs) may give
the claimant some certainty as to the

potential exposure to legal costs and go
some way to meet Aarhus access to justice
requirements. Essentially they are made
at an early stage in litigation, and can limit
the extent to which the applicant will be
liable in expenses if unsuccessful. Taking
the example of the English position in R
(on the application of Garner) v Elmbridge
Borough Council [2010] EWCA Civ 1006,
LJ Sullivan suggested that PCOs should be
granted in all cases where it is necessary
to ensure compliance with the
Environmental Impact Assessment
Directive [85/337/EEC], which reflects
aspects of the Aarhus Convention.
Generally, to obtain a PCO the criteria to
be satisfied include whether the issues
raised are of general public importance,
whether the applicant has no private
interest in the case outcome, the financial
resources of the applicant, the amount
involved and whether it would be just and
fair to make a PCO, whether the applicant
is likely reasonably to discontinue

proceedings unless the PCO is made.

Scotland appears to be taking stock of the
issues, and Road Sense was granted an
order with a cap of £40,000.A reciprocal
cap was also agreed limiting the amount
of expense the appellant could claim
should he be successful. However, there
has been some dialogue as to whether
these reciprocal caps could limit the ability
of parties to secure legal representation.
Despite this, it is arguable that Scotland
is now moving in the right direction
towards Aarhus compliance.

The Supreme Court, just prior to
Christmas, referred certain issues to the
European Court of Justice. The outcome
of this process may result in the need for
more specific regulations to secure Aarhus
compliance. Managing the issue of cost, to
restrict the exposure to cost, may mean
that challenges against public bodies
become more common.

Pollok Park, Glasgow © Image courtesy of Joanna Stewart
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Scottish National Parks have a uniquely
broad remit covering conservation of
natural and cultural heritage through
to sustainable socio-economic
development (we are the only planning
authorities which are guided by four
statutory aims). In Loch Lomond and The
Trossachs, an hour’s drive from 3 million
Scots, the challenge is managing people
(lots of them!) and environment in
harmony. Meanwhile the area is losing
its economically active population.

We see improving the quality of visitor
experience and range of opportunities as
key to achieving our conservation and
economic goals. Our first Local Plan
tackles this head on. Uniquely, it is
forthright about the investment we need
from the private sector in the tourist
product. While we receive over 4 million
visitors each year, only around 600,000
stay overnight. There is a deficit in the
range of quality accommodation and
activity opportunities which would
deliver more for the Scottish economy.
Our Plan is very directional about the
type of tourism services and facilities we
need in different locations. Through this
we are able to be on the front foot
through development management in
delivering quality development that is in
harmony with the special qualities of the
Park. It also helps us encourage visitors
to a wider range of locations taking
the heat off of some of our congested
honeypots such as Luss and East Loch
Lomond. Many pre-application
discussions indicate that our approach is
creating significant investor interest
even in economically challenging times.

The sustainability of tourism is also very
important to us. Many of the
opportunities are at lochside locations.
We believe there is a huge unrealised
potential for water-based activity and
scheduled water transport systems to
move visitors around sustainably. Last
year we ran a 6-week pilot of a number

of routes on Loch Lomond and these
were hugely popular. We hope to grow
this through encouraging more private
operators in coming seasons. It has also
provided us with an economic business
case to invest public money in crumbling
pier and pontoon infrastructure as a
support for private sector tourism
development. We are also working with
the local Community Trust at Arrochar to
create access via Loch Long from the
Clyde. If we can create new, appealing
ways to move visitors on the water we
can reduce the significant traffic
congestion we see on our busy summer
days. Tarbet as the new gateway access
over to Ben Lomond, anyone?

The Park is also developing significant
renewable potential. Our precious
landscapes mean that, rather than large
wind farms, we are focused on delivering

the enormous hydro potential. The
capacity of Sloy is to be increased
through a new pumping station while,
on many of the large estates, run-of-the
river schemes are providing incomes for
hard-pressed land managers and
ensuring that the Park is meeting its own
energy needs. With around 30% of the
land area afforested, we are keen to look
at local biomass opportunities, while
many businesses (including the NPA at
Carrochan) are installing woodchip
heating systems to utilise the plentiful
local resource.

Within National Parks there do have to
be limits on development that can be
accommodated. The Sandford Principle
represents the line in the sand if
there are unacceptable impacts on
conservation interests. Last year’s
decision to refuse the proposed
goldmine at Cononish represented
precisely that. The impact of nearly a
million tonnes of waste and some of
our wildest and remotest landscapes
overlooked by Ben Lui could not be
reconciled. The proposal raised some
searching questions about how we view
the economic and intrinsic value of our
wildest protected landscapes in the face
of shorter-term economic benefits.

12 www.rtpi.org.uk/rtpi_in_scotland/

© image courtesy of Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park

Local Plan environmental issues
in a National Park
Gordon Watson, Director of Planning and Rural Development, Loch Lomond and the Trossachs
National Park outlines an approach to tackling environmental issues through their Local Plan.

We believe there is a
huge unrealised potential
for water-based activity and
scheduled water transport
systems to move visitors
around sustainably.”

“
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Minerals planning is a specialised area:
the one thing people know about it is
that ‘minerals can only be worked where
they are found’. It’s never far away from
public controversy – demonstrated in
recent news items on reactions to the
discovery of oil in an area of ancient
woodland in West Sussex and ongoing
objections to coal mining in southern
Scotland.

So why write about minerals planning
in an issue about the environment?
For an industry much maligned for
environmental damage in the middle
part of the last century, minerals
companies are now working closely
with environmental bodies and local
communities to create award-winning
habitats. Operational standards have
improved, and companies have
worked to involve and educate local
communities about the work they do
and the habitats they create. Recent
initiatives (particularly the RSPB’s Nature
After Minerals and English Heritage’s
Mineral Extraction and Archaeology:
A Practice Guide) demonstrate examples
of good practice, plus a commitment
from all sides of the table that there
are real environmental benefits to be
negotiated.

The major influences on policy and
policy implementation north and south
of the border are broadly similar. Society
and legislation are geared towards
minimising the use of virgin material
as well as increased understanding and
protection for valuable habitats.
European directives require increasing
areas of land to be protected and there
is often little support for minerals
development at a local level. The major
challenge for minerals planners is to
ensure supply where there is a genuine
need for material, and that means
ensuring minerals are not sterilised by
other forms of development or by the
increasing amount of environmental

protection afforded to species, habitats
and landscape.

Minerals (and waste) planning as ‘County
Matters’ are slightly sidelined from the
new localism planning agenda south of
the border. This doesn’t mean that the
ongoing changes won’t have an impact.
If communities take on the opportunities
of neighbourhood planning then they
will be better informed and able to
inform us about how they see the future
of their localities. Communities are
finding new ways to be heard, organising
themselves to challenge and involving
themselves in decisions being taken
around them. Comments heard recently
at EiP hearings ranged from technical
queries, about the how parts of updated
European Directives are being taken into
account in the development planning
process, to why minerals aren’t just all
taken from the sea, with the resultant
holes backfilled with rubbish.

Planners need to find ways to harness
this interest and enthusiasm, and to
remember to communicate complex
issues in a sensible way. Working in
minerals planning requires a level of
technical understanding but, for me,

minerals planning is the most complete
form of planning in terms of life-cycle.
You start with assessing where the
mineral is and take it all the way through
Development Plan and Development
Management processes, past the
operational stage to final restoration.
There is ongoing engagement with
industry and local communities as
well as a wide range of advisory or
regulatory bodies.

Minerals planners are improving the
ways in which virgin materials are
extracted and managed. They are
improving promotion of the use of
recycled materials in building projects.
They are tying up minerals and waste
planning to regulation on Site Waste
Management Plans. We’ve been working
and liaising with local communities to
improve the experience of living and
working near working and completed
quarry sites. Minerals planning balances
social, economic and environmental
interests in a very literal way. It isn’t
always plain sailing, but the benefits of
such work can be seen in schemes from
south of East Anglia to north of
Aberdeen.

Kirsten is a Senior Planner with East Sussex
County Council. The views expressed are
the author’s own and do not represent
those of East Sussex County Council.

To find out more about the Network
Interest Group, visit
www.rtpi.org.uk/environmental

Environmental benefits from
minerals planning?

Castle Water, Rye, East Sussex which is designated a Site of Specific Scientific Interest and
Special Protection Area © image courtesy Kirsten Williamson

Kirsten Williamson, member of the Minerals and Waste Interest Group
(part of the RTPI Environmental Planning and Protection Network).
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: VIEWS AND NEWS

“The drama and sheer variety of Scotland's natural features never fails to

impress visitors. Though small, the country offers an amazing range of

landscapes, from the gentle rolling hills of Dumfries and Galloway to the

breathtaking peaks of the Cairngorms…” VisitScotland.com

“Scotland boasts some of the world’s most majestic and unsurpassed

natural environments. From sparkling lochs and sinuous coastlines, to

soaring mountain peaks…” www.scotlad.org.uk

“…Scenery is the top reason for visitors choosing Scotland.”

VisitScotland.org

The above quotes illustrate the key role that landscape plays
in the marketing of Scotland, although the scenery is also, of
course, strong in the imaginations of the people of Scotland
themselves. Certain landscapes appear to resonate more than
others, and it is probably true that even someone from the
Central Belt when asked to draw a picture of a Scottish
landscape would draw a loch, a hill and a glen – such is the
power of the romantic Highland landscape.

For example, Robert Burns, himself a lowlander, wrote:

“Farewell to the mountains high cover’d with snow;

Farewell to the straths and green valleys below;

Farewell to the forests and wild-hanging woods;

Farewell to the torrents and loud-pouring floods.

My heart’s in the Highlands, my heart is not here,

My heart’s in the Highlands a-chasing the deer;

Chasing the wild deer, and following the roe-

My heart’s in the Highlands wherever I go.”

This appeal of Highland scenery explains why, although there
are five National Scenic Areas (NSAs) in southern Scotland,
most of the forty occur in the Highlands and Islands. The then
Countryside Commission for Scotland, in explaining the
selection criteria, put it this way:

“We have not found or been able to develop any completely
objective system capable of satisfactorily comprehending the
selection of scenery in a way which would satisfy the essentially
aesthetic aspects of the appreciation of natural beauty and
amenity… nor has an attempt been made to select scenery on a
representative basis of all the different types of landscape which
occur in Scotland.

“In summary we have sought to identify scenery which best
combines those features which are most frequently regarded as
beautiful. On the whole this means that richly diverse
landscapes which combine prominent landforms, coastline, sea
and freshwater lochs, rivers, woodland and moorlands with
some admixture of cultivated land are generally the most
prized… In Scotland, outstanding examples of such scenery are
most frequently found north of or on the Highland Boundary
Fault. We have recognised that many of the more managed
landscapes to the south and east, in areas of intensive
agricultural activity, are very beautiful but we found it difficult
to recognise many of these as being outstanding in a national or
international sense.”
Countryside Commission for Scotland, Scotland’s Scenic
Heritage, 1978

It remains to be seen whether the above view remains
prevalent for the new legislation, recently enacted (Part 10 of
The Planning Etc. (Scotland) Act 2006), which does allow for
the creation of new NSAs.

Thirty years on from their designation in 1980/81, the short
descriptions of each NSA in the publication Scotland’s Scenic
Heritage have now been updated, using the modern approach
of ‘special qualities’: in the poem above, for example, Burns
could be said to have identified four special qualities for the
Highlands as a whole – mountains, straths, forests and
torrents.

The qualities have been derived using a standardised method,
and are in a format such that, for each NSA, they can be
presented either as a summary list or a more evocative textual
description. The special qualities of each NSA can be found on
the NSA pages of SNH’s website (as can the original
publication Scotland’s Scenic Heritage). This work has been
carried out in partnership with Historic Scotland and RCAHMS,
and also covers the special qualities of both National Parks.

This complete overview of our nationally designated
landscapes gives planners, land managers, developers and the
public at large greater clarity as to what actually needs to be
safeguarded. It will help ensure that the qualities of our
outstanding and inspiring landscapes, admired by Burns and
thereafter marketed by Sir Walter Scott, will still be there for
future generations to enjoy.

The Special Qualities of Scotland’s
National Scenic Areas
Dr. James Fenton, Landscape Adviser, Scottish Natural Heritage

Blabhein NSA, The Cullins © image courtesy James Fenton



15

Marine Ecological Impact Assessments

The marine environment is very
important for Scotland, not only for
existing activities such as fishing and
aquaculture, but also increasingly for
wind, tidal and wave renewable energy
generation and potentially for seaweed
cultivation and offshore fish farming.
Simultaneously, these areas are used for
recreation and tourism, partly driven by
their rich biodiversity. Whilst all these
activities contribute significantly to the
Scottish economy, there are potential
risks to biodiversity and the provision of
key ecosystem services. There is a new
emphasis on Marine Spatial Planning, e.g.
under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010,
and to be successful this needs to be
evidence-based.

The Institute of Ecology and
Environmental Management (IEEM)
has recently published Guidelines for
Ecological Impact Assessment in Britain
and Ireland: Marine and Coastal
(http://www.ieem.net/ecia.asp). These
were developed by a working party
of IEEM members in association with
statutory bodies (in the UK and the
Republic of Ireland) and a wide range of
other stakeholders. They promote good
practice in Ecological Impact Assessment
(EcIA) relating to marine, coastal and

estuarine environments of Britain and
Ireland. They complement and in part
overlap the existing Guidelines for EcIA
for the UK, which cover all terrestrial,
freshwater and coastal environments to
Extreme High Water. The overlap is
important to ensure that due account is
taken of key coastal environments where
developments influence both the sea
and the adjoining land.

EcIA is a key sub-component of
statutory Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) and is therefore
subject to the relevant EIA Regulations
where undertaken as an integral part of
an EIA. However, unlike EIA, EcIA is not
currently by itself a statutory
requirement; rather it is an evaluation
process undertaken to support a range
of environmental assessments and
appraisals. If implemented according to
the Guidelines it provides a scientifically
defensible approach to ecosystem
management.

Due to their complexity, EIA and EcIA
should be undertaken by qualified
professionals who have ecological survey
and impact assessment experience, and
are recognised by a relevant professional
body such as IEEM.

The marine EcIA addresses
differences between terrestrial and
marine environments. These include
the importance of mobile species, the
variable zones of influence that, in
some cases, can be very large indeed,
and the dynamic nature of the
substrate.

Although primarily aimed at EIA
practitioners the EcIAGuidelines
should also be of use for Strategic
Environmental Assessments and for
informing decision-making in relation
to the licensing of operations that
take place in the sea.

Experience has shown that the process
of EcIA can be greatly improved by
early consultation with, in Scotland,
Scottish Natural Heritage and the
Scottish Environment Protection
Agency as well as the voluntary sector
(NGOs). In the first instance, problems
can be resolved by making sure
that the client organisation
(developer/proponent) is fully aware
of relevant site designations and their
implications before pursuing their
project. Once a commitment has been
made to pursue a project, engagement
with statutory nature conservation
organisations (SNCOs), environmental
protection agencies (EPAs) and NGOs
on a regular basis is recommended,
especially at the screening and scoping
stages, but also (especially in the case
of possibly contentious cases) during
the development of EcIA. This is an
essential pre-requisite for minimising
misunderstanding and controversy. It
can also provide an effective framework
for problem-solving in the case of
major projects that have important
impacts but accord with Government
policy statements on essential
infrastructure in the second National
Planning Framework for Scotland
(NPF2).

In Scotland there are already
effective links between stakeholders
through bodies such as Scottish Coastal
Forum, and the Guidelines should
enhance this process through the
provision of objective and evidence-
based guidance.

Scottish Coastal Footpath © image courtesy Nick Jackson

Dr Graham Russell from the Institute of Ecology and
Environmental Management’s Ecological Impact Assessment
Marine and Coastal Working Group explains the importance of
Marine Ecological Impact Assessments.
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News and events

: VIEWS AND NEWS

Forthcoming Events
Dumfries and Galloway Chapter:

Thursday 17 March @ 5.30pm

Subject: Housing in small communities:
the challenge for 2011

Speaker: Jamie Dent (Dumfries and
Galloway Small Communities Housing
Trust)

Venue: Douglas Arms Hotel, King Street,
Castle Douglas, DG7 1DB

Thursday 12 May @ 5.30pm

Subject: Aviation and Turbines – conflict
and resolution (specific reference to
Prestwick Airport).

Speaker: Anne MacKenzie (Infratil Airports
Europe Ltd)

Venue: Edenbank Hotel, 17 Laurieknowe,
Dumfries, DG2 7AH

For further information regarding
these events please email

sue@suehudson-planning.co.uk or
Judith.turnbull@dumgal.gov.uk

West of Scotland Chapter:

Thursday 24 March: Scottish Sustainable
Communities Initiative: Two Years On

Thursday 28 April: The Trouble with Waste

Thursday 20 May: Glasgow School of Art
– New York Architect Steven Holl’s
Winning Proposals

Thursday 16 June: Whitelees – Not Just a
Wind Farm

Thursday 18 August: Irvine Bay URC –
Taking the Strategy Forward

Thursday 15 September: Neilston –
A Scottish Renaissance Town

Weekend 17-18 September: Glasgow
Doors Open Day – RTPI Profile Event in
collaboration with Glasgow Building
Preservation Trust (Details to be
confirmed)

Thursday 27 October: Local Development
Plans – Shaping West of Scotland’s Future

Thursday 24 November: Networking
Event/Quiz Night

These events will take place at 6.15 pm
for a 6.30 pm start and more detailed
information will be circulated closer to the
time. If you are interested in attending any
of our events and your name is not on our
mailing list please send an email to
ross_nimmo@baa.com who will be pleased to
add your address to the list.

Scottish Young Planners Conference :
Scotland’s Coastline – A New Beginning?

The Scottish Young Planners Annual
Conference will be held on Tuesday 8th
March 2011 at Surgeon’s Hall, Nicholson
Street, Edinburgh. The conference will explore
the challenges and opportunities facing
planners seeking to provide lasting success for
Scotland’s coastal environment. Four related
sessions will:

• explore the role of port development
and tourism in developing sustainable
economic growth;

• consider the environmental challenges
faced;

• discuss the impact of the off-shore
renewable sector; and

• use case studies to examine the positives
and negatives of coastal development.

For more information, a detailed
programme and to book please visit:
www.rtpi.org.uk/ct/EVENT/1284/11/
events/1284

RTPI Scotland Annual Sir Patrick Geddes
Memorial Lecture
Wednesday 8th June 2011- Hawthornden
Lecture Theatre, The Weston Link, The
National Galleries of Scotland, Edinburgh.

This year’s Sir Patrick Geddes
Commemorative Lecture will be given by
architect and writer Carolyn Steel, author of
Hungry City in which she examines how cities
evolved around their relationship with food
and rural production, and illustrates the
tensions facing cities now in feeding their
inhabitants.

RTPI Planning Convention

Put the dates in your diary now for the

2011 Planning Convention: "Planning in
the Big Society?" 14 -15 June 2011; Grand
Connaught Rooms London. For more
information, and to book, please visit:
http://www.theplanningconvention.co.uk

RTPI News

The RTPI in Scotland has moved its Edinburgh office to 18 Atholl Crescent, Edinburgh,
EH3 8HQ. Our new phone number is 0131 229 9628.

Craig McLaren took up his position as new National Director on 31 January. Craig,
who helped set up the RTPI in Scotland’s office 16 years ago, is a chartered town
planner, regeneration specialist and economic development practitioner. Prior to
rejoining us Craig was Head of the Scottish Centre for Regeneration at the Scottish
Government.

If you have any news or events that you would like to feature in Scottishplanner
please email scotland@rtpi.org.uk.

© image courtesy Joanna Stewart

www.rtpi.org.uk/ct/EVENT/1284/11/events/1284
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Scottish Government News

Other RTPI events
http://www.rtpiconferences.co.uk/

Investing in Better Places.

22 March.

Sponsored by The Centre for Housing
Research at the University of St Andrews in
partnership with City of Edinburgh.Venue:
The Mansfield Traquair, Edinburgh. For
more information please visit:
http://ggsrv-cold.st-
andrews.ac.uk/chr/events/investing-in-
better-places-conference.aspx

RICS CPD events
The use of Multiple Marketing Strands
and Extreme Value

22 March: Glasgow
www.rics.org/site/scripts/events_info.aspx?
eventID=2082

23 March: Edinburgh
www.rics.org/site/scripts/events_info.aspx?
eventID=2083

Planning Reform: How was it for you?

24 May: Glasgow

25 May: Edinburgh
www.rics.org/site/scripts/events_info.aspx?
eventID=2307

Obituary
George Cruickshank, a Fellow of the RTPI,
died in hospital on Wednesday 12 January
2011, at the age of 80.

George’s early career was as a young
architect working on housing and parks
projects with Aberdeen City Council. In
1968, Aberdeen County Council appointed
him County Planning Officer, a post which
he held until 1972. These were exciting
times for planners in the north-east,
struggling to cope with the sudden rush of
development caused by the North Sea Oil
boom. Aberdeen County bore the brunt;
and as County Planning Officer, George
recruited a vibrant young team of planners
around him, most of whom have since
achieved great things within the
profession.

Although George’s Aberdeen County
Council tenure was relatively short, there
is scarcely a town or village within the
former Aberdeen County which did not
benefit from the work done under his
guidance. Westhill, Bridge of Don,
Newmachar, Ellon, Peterhead, Inverurie
and Mintlaw are all notable examples
where development was steered and
nurtured, keeping a watchful eye on the
public purse as water, drainage, schools
and roads all struggled to keep pace.

Needless to say, the great natural
environment for which the area is noted
was not neglected.

After his spell in public office, George
moved to the private sector as a partner in
Baxter, Clark and Paul, architects and town
planners, where he remained until retiring
in 1990. Perhaps the most visible, but
certainly not the only, sign of his
continued expertise is Kingswells, built
largely to a George Cruickshank
masterplan.

George had many skills. His dual
qualifications in planning and architecture
were coupled with first-rate diplomacy. He
was very sociable, and in the office
deployed a wicked sense of humour and
fun to help lead his team through
challenging times.

He will be missed by many. But George
has left the north-east of Scotland a far
greater and more enduring legacy than
most Aberdonians realise.

Alistair Stark

Past Convener, RTPI in Scotland

Other deaths
We are sorry to announce the death of
Mr J. Oliver RIBA MRTPI(Rtd) on
15th December 2010.

Planning continues to be an important driver
to the Government’s ambition for
sustainable economic growth. Relating to
this the Government has published a number
of documents concerned with the delivery of
infrastructure in Scotland. In December the
Government published its report
Development Delivery and Viability, which
includes the findings of a Scotland wide
audit of issues affecting development,
infrastructure and the action the
Government has taken.

This research concludes that, in the current
economic climate, both public and private
sectors believe there is a need to identify
and understand viability issues early on in
planning discussions, in order to ensure
successful development delivery.
The research makes a number of
recommendations focused on
planning solutions, funding and finance, and
improving delivery. The report is available at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/

Publications/2010/12/23134428/0

A draft Circular that sets out good practice
guidance in using compulsory purchase has
also been published for public consultation.
Comments on the Circular, which is available
at http://www.scotland.gov.uk/
publications/2011/02/11121341/0 are
sought by 6 May.

Work continues to be taken forward on
planning modernisation. Statutory
Instruments introducing new provisions on
Planning Obligations, Good Neighbour
Agreements and Tree Preservation Orders,
along with a consolidation and update of the
Regulations on Types of Appeals Decided by
reporters, all came into force on 1 February
2011 (SSI 2010/432, SSI 2010/433, SSI
2010/434 and SSI 2010/467 respectively
refer). Following consultation, consolidated
Regulations on Environmental Impact
Assessment are planned. All new Statutory
Instruments are available at
www.legislation.gov.uk.

Substantial evidence has been taken from
stakeholders on the operation of the
reformed Development Management system,
one year on. A report on this will be
completed and published shortly.

A consultation paper on Non-householder
Permitted Development will also appear
soon. This will include controls over hill
tracks and car parking at airports, and will
seek views on priorities for the next phase of
the Review of Permitted Development. This
consultation paper will be available on the
Scottish Government consultations website.

A Scottish Sustainable Communities
Initiative (SSCI) report, following up on the
progress of the exemplar projects, is due to
be published in the spring. Building on the
SSCI Charrette Series, a programme of
further charrettes, intended to help
mainstream the process in Scottish practice,
will be delivered in 2011.

http://ggsrv-cold.standrews.ac.uk/chr/events/investing-in-better-places-conference.aspx
www.rics.org/site/scripts/events_info.aspx?event/D=2082
www.rics.org/site/scripts/events_info.aspx?eventID=2083
www.rics.org/site/scripts/events_info.aspx?eventID=2307
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Policy briefing

�

PUBLICATIONS

CONSULTATIONS

� Low Carbon Scotland: Public Engagement
Strategy [Publication] (30/12/10) See Climate
Change Corner

� Energy Saving Scotland Home Loan
Scheme: Evaluation Findings [Publication]
See Climate Change Corner

� Home Energy Schemes 2009-10: Energy
Assistance Package and Home Insulation
Scheme: End Year Report [Report] (22/12/10)
See Climate Change Corner

� The Social Fund: a review of selected
literature - Research Findings
Following the Calman Commission’s
recommendation in 2009 that the
discretionary Social Fund be devolved to
Scotland, the review of literature assesses
what the Fund consists of, how it fits in with
current policy priorities, how it operates and
who benefits from it. (22/12/10)

� The Councillors' Code of Conduct: 3rd
Edition - December 2010 [Guidance]
(21/12/10)

� Demographic Change in Scotland
[Research Publications]
This sets out current evidence relating to
demography in Scotland, exploring the
implications of demographic change and
related policy issues, with reference to

SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT
PUBLICATIONS
� Scottish Planning Series: Planning
Circular 1 2011: Tree Preservation Orders
[Letter/Circular]

This Circular and attached annex set out
Scottish Government Policy on TPOs and
trees in conservation areas contained in the
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act
1997, as amended by the Planning etc.
(Scotland) Act 2006 and the Town and
Country Planning (Tree Preservation Order
and Trees in Conservation Areas)(Scotland)
Regulations 2010 (SSI 2010/434).
(01/02/11)

� Directorate for Planning and
Environmental Appeals: Complaints
[Guidance]
DPEA complaints policy (17/01/11)

� Quantitative Greenhouse Gas Impact
Assessment: A Tool For Spatial Planning
Policy Development: Phase 1 - Feasibility
Report [Research Publications]

(10/02/11) See Climate Change Corner

� Building a Sustainable Future:
Regeneration Discussion Paper [Publication]
(09/02/11) See Climate Change Corner

� Homes Fit for the 21st Century: The
Scottish Government's Strategy and
Action Plan for Housing in the Next
Decade: 2011-2020 [Publication]
(04/02/11)

� Public Bodies Climate Change Duties:
Putting Them Into Practice - Guidance
Required by Part 4 of the Climate Change
(Scotland) Act 2009 [Publication]
(04/02/11) See Climate Change Corner

� International Review of Behaviour
Change Initiatives [Research Publications]
(03/02/11) See Climate Change Corner

� Statistical Bulletin Planning Series
PLG/2011/1 : Scottish Vacant and Derelict
Land Survey 2010 [Publication] (26/01/11)

� Scotland's Higher Activity Radioactive
Waste Policy 2011 [Publication] (20/01/11)

� Delivering Better Places in Scotland: A
guide to learning from broader experience
[Publication]
The Scottish Centre for Regeneration, the
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
Scotland and Architecture and Design
Scotland, have worked with the University of
Glasgow to create this good practice guide.
(31/12/10)

Current consultations to which the
Institute may wish to respond are listed
below.They can also be viewed on the
Scottish Government website at
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Consultations
/Current.

To assist the Institute in preparing
representative responses, Members are
invited to contribute their views by post or
email - see contact details on p2, or on the
RTPI website - ideally no less than 14 days
prior to the end of the consultation period.
The Institute’s Scottish responses can be
found at http://www.rtpi.org.uk/item/
760/23/5/3.

CONSULTATIONS FROM THE
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT
AND OTHER PUBLIC BODIES

� Implementing Scotland’s Zero Waste
Plan: regulatory measures to require
separate collection of waste materials,
and restrict disposal in landfill and input
to energy from waste facilities.
(28/02/11)

� Building A Hydro Nation -
A Consultation
Proposals for Scottish Water to develop
its commercial activities, take on new
functions, how such developments might

be financed and the structure of Scottish
Water's corporate governance. (09/03/11)

� Amendments to the Pollution
Prevention and Control (Scotland)
Regulations 2000
To introduce provisions into the PPC
regulatory regime to enable the Scottish
Environment Protection Agency to take a
take a more risk-based and proportionate
approach to regulation across a range of
lower risk activities, consistent with the
need to protect human health and the
environment. (09/03/11)

� Dounreay Waste Substitution
Proposals in this consultation document
are to allow two forms of waste
substitution. The substitution of one type
of cemented waste with another and the
substitution of vitrified waste in place of
cemented wastes. (11/03/11)

� School Handbook
Review of information which schools and
local authorities must provide to parents.
(14/03/11)

� Amendment of the Implied Terms in
Agreements between Permanent Mobile
Home Site Residents and Site Owners
Consultation on a draft Scottish Statutory
Instrument (SSI) with explanatory policy
document, aimed at improving the rights

and security of residents living on mobile (or
'park') home sites. (18/03/11)

� Delivering Sustainable Flood Risk
Management - a consultation
This consultation document provides
statutory guidance to SEPA, local authorities
and Scottish Water on fulfilling their
responsibilities under the Flood Risk
Management (Scotland) Act 2009. (18/03/11)

� Licensing of Houses in Multiple
Occupation (HMOs) - consultation on draft
statutory guidance for local authorities
The updated HMO licensing regime comes
into effect on 31 August 2011. (21/03/11)

� Right to Adapt Common Parts in Scotland
Consultation on the use of powers under
section 37 of the Equality Act 2010 to ensure
that disabled people have a right to adapt
common parts of premises in Scotland.
(01/04/11)

� Guidance on the use of compulsory
purchase: a consultation paper
Draft updated advice and good practice
guidance for bodies with compulsory
purchase powers on (1) how to use
compulsory purchase appropriately and
effectively and (2) how to dispose of surplus
land that has been acquired compulsorily (the
Crichel Down Rules). (06/05/11)



Scotland's Population Growth Purpose Target.
(26/11/10)

� Scottish House Condition Survey: Key
Findings for 2009 [Info Page]
This is the sixth ‘Key Findings’ report since the
SHCS changed to a continuous format in 2003.
(25/11/10)

� Rural Development Programme for
Scotland 2007-2013: The Strategic Plan
[Publication] (19/11/10)

� Farming for a Better Climate: Climate
change mitigation in the agricultural sector:
Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment
[Publication] (19/11/10) See Climate Change
Corner

� Permitted Development Rights for
Microgeneration Technologies on Non-
Domestic Buildings RF 55/2010 [Research
Findings] See Climate Change Corner

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT
PUBLICATIONS
SPICe Briefings

These are written by research specialists in the
Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe).
SPICe research briefings are for use by MSPs in
support of parliamentary business in the
Committees and in the Chamber and are always
impartial. Briefings can be browsed either by
subject or by date of publication.

� SB 11-11 School Buildings: Frequently
Asked Questions
This briefing gives an overview of key facts
relating to school buildings, based on enquiries
frequently received in SPICe. (03/02/11)

� SB 11-06 CAP Reform: Proposals
for 2014-20
This briefing looks at the historical background
to the Common Agricultural Policy and recent
reforms. (28/01/11)

� SB 11-05 UK Energy Bill
The UK Energy Bill was introduced in the House
of Lords on 8 December 2010. This briefing
outlines the Bill, and how it applies to Scotland.
(21/01/11)

� SB 10-88 The Size of the Public Sector
On most measures the public sector comprises
a larger share of the economy in Scotland than
in the rest of the UK. This briefing explains
terms and provides comparisons. (01/12/10)

� SB 10-87 Cancún: UN Climate
Negotiations
(29/11/10) See Climate Change Corner

� SB 10-85 Green Belt Policy in Scotland
This briefing provides background information
on Scotland’s Green Belts and outlines current
Scottish Government Green Belt policy. It goes
on to look at how this national policy is
interpreted at a local level, using the Edinburgh
Green Belt as a case study. (29/11/10)
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CLIMATE CHANGE CORNER
If space permits, each set of policy pages from
the Scottishplanner will have a corner devoted
to Climate Change matters, giving additional
emphasis to those consultations and
publications addressing issues of Climate
Change mitigation and adaptation, and sharing
both problems and solutions. What key
references and sources do you use? Tell us
about them so we can share them with other
practising planners!

� Planning and Climate Change: Key
Agency and Scottish Government Resources
and Guidance (22/11/10)
This document provides a ‘one stop shop’ of
resources and guidance available from Key and
other Agencies to assist local authorities
mainstream climate change considerations
into their planning decisions. The Agencies are
committed to responding to Scottish
Government’s climate change agenda through
their planning-related functions, and recognise
the need to adopt a collaborative approach to
facilitate the step-change needed. This
document helps to deliver the commitments
made by the Key Agencies in Delivering
Planning Reform by providing support to
planning authorities in the new approach to
Development Plans and by working together to
clarify roles and responsibilities. Many thanks
to Katherine Lakeman of SEPA for sharing this.

� Quantitative Greenhouse Gas Impact
Assessment: A Tool For Spatial Planning
Policy Development: Phase 1 - Feasibility
Report [Research Publication]
Planning decisions embrace both the form and
location of development. This project
commissioned by Scottish Government and
SEPA examines the feasibility of developing a
tool to quantify greenhouse gas emissions.
(10/02/11)

� Building a Sustainable Future:
Regeneration Discussion Paper [Publication]

This paper is intended as a starting point for a
wider debate and discussion about
regeneration in the current climate. (09/02/11)

� Public Bodies Climate Change Duties:
Putting Them Into Practice - Guidance
Required by Part 4 of the Climate Change
(Scotland) Act 2009 [Publication]
Guidance to support public bodies in exercising
their duties under the Climate Change
(Scotland) Act 2009. (04/02/11)

� International Review of Behaviour
Change Initiatives [Research Publication]
This report reviews a range of behaviour
change initiatives that have attempted to
reduce the carbon intensity of consumption
practices. (03/02/11)

� Low Carbon Scotland: Public Engagement
Strategy [Publication] (30/12/10)

� Energy Saving Scotland Home Loan
Scheme: Evaluation Findings [Publication]
(23/12/10)

� Home Energy Schemes 2009-10: Energy
Assistance Package and Home Insulation
Scheme: End Year Report (22/12/10)

� Farming for a Better Climate: Climate
change mitigation in the agricultural sector:
Business and Regulatory Impact Assessment
[Publication] (19/11/10)

� SB 10-87 Cancún: UN Climate
Negotiations
This SPICe Briefing outlines what has happened
since Copenhagen, and what expectations were
for the meeting in Cancún. (29/11/10)

© Image courtesy of Charles Strang

Details of Scottish Government publications and
consultations are reproduced courtesy of Crown
Copyright.
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